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Property tax relief available

Representative Hardy Myers. Speaker of the House, listens attentively as Attorney Frank Wilson 
explains legal im p lications of proposed Racial H arassm ent Bill. A m ong those a tten d in g  the  
Legislative Brunch, sponsored every other Saturday are: M atth ew  A kom , Ruth Spencer, Burna 
Wingert. and Mildred

Senator Frank Roberts, Representative Barbara Roberts and Representative Wally Priestley will be 
the guests at the March 21st meeting, 9 30 a m at Bourbon Street (Photo: Richard J Brown)

Cell Talk
By Asmar Abdul SeifuUah 
A ka Joe West

“ Racism exists in all instutions,”  
or so said a high ranking Black o f­
fic ia l recently. However, w ha t’ s 
disturbing is that since i t ’s common 
knowledge, why isn ’ t something 
meaningful being done to eradicate 
it? The ir acknowledgement o f 
racism w ithou t active struggle 
against it, on ly compounds its 
assault upon its victims.

I t ’ s un fo rtuna te  that articles 
about racism, d iscrim ina tion  and 
b ru ta lity  arc prevalent in the news 
service u n til the silent m a jo rity  
speaks out against its perpetuation. 
Consequently, I feel i t ’ s my duty as 
a Biackman to concentrate on it as a 
subject until relief is forthw ith. I'm  
sure that there are those individuals, 
state o ffic ia ls  and prison ad­
ministrators that would rather have 
silence on these disturbing issues but 
then there are already enough 
people in the cover-up business.

Consequently once again I have 
one o f those d irty  stories to report 
to you. I ’ ve been hesitant to write 
about it because I honestly believe 
that there are members o f the prison 
adm in istration  who would like to 
stop the spread o f racism, 
d iscrim ina tion  and b ru ta lity . I, 
therefore, commend Superintendent 
Cupp, Assistant Superintendent 
Keeney and Security Chief U hitley 
for their efforts to rid Oregon State 
Penitentiary o f these elements. 
However, it ’ s becoming increasingly 
apparent that racism, brutality and 
discrimination are rooted deeply in­
to the fram ework o f the prison 
structure fo r their e ffo rts  to have 
great impact on daily life behind the 
walls.

Recently it came to my attention 
that racism and brutality are being 
perpetuated by members o f the

O.S.P. s ta ff. I he cu lp rits  o f these 
deeds are co rrec tiona l o ffice rs  
whose responsibility it is to oversee 
the daily movement and security o f 
inmates.

A couple o f weeks ago, a white 
correctional o fficer was accused o f 
circulating Ku Klux Kian member­
ship card to w hite  inmates. Sub­
sequently an investigation was con­
ducted by the Oregon State Police to 
ascertain whether or not there was 
su ffic ien t evidence to w arrant 
dismissal o f the o fficer in question.
I was personally assured by Superin­
tendent Cupp that i f  su ffic ien t 
evidence were gathered, the o fficer 
would be dismissed i f  possible.

The only problem  at th is  po in t 
seems to be finding a white inmate 
that received one o f the cards to 
come forth with testimony. I'm  sure 
you can see the fu t i l i t y  in seeking 
out a empathic white inm ate in a 
white m a jo r ity  in s t itu t io n . I 
therefore, imagine that the racist 
canine will return to work to spread 
more o f his odious racist germs. He 
is protected by a union, civil service 
regulations and the b ig o try  o f  a 
system reeking with racism.

This past week a group o f five (5) 
white officers were accused o f using 
excessive force in restra in ing  a 
Black inmate who refused to take a 
shower. The brother was allegedly 
handcuffed and physically abused 
and was called a "N igger”  to boot!

The incident was reported by a 
Chicano inmate who was an eye 
witness to the alleged assault. He 
has offered to take a lie detector test 
to substaniate his claim. It was then 
reported to Executive Assistant o f 
M inority A ffa irs , Ron M artin, who 
subsequently reported it to Captain 
W hitley, who conducted a prim ary

investigation and called the Oregon 
State Police to fu rthe r investigate 
the m atter. Once again, we were 
assured that the o ffice r(s ) in 
question w ou ld  be dismissed i f  
possible. W hat’s surprising is that in 
the firs t case, the o ff ic e r  was 
suspended w ith  pay w hile  the in ­
vestigation was conducted, but in 
the second inc ident, the o ffice r(s ) 
were le ft on the job  during the in ­
vestigation. There has been further 
ev idence o f in tim ida tion  o f poten­
tia l witness by one or more o f  the 
officers in questions. Its the opinion 
o f the w rite r that these reprobates 
and scoundrels w ill do anything to 
protect their bastardly deeds.

As was mentioned previously, I 
believe that the high o ff ic ia ls  o f 
O.S.P. are concerned and are doing 
the best they can under the circum ­
stances. But, u n fo rtu n a te ly , the 
cover-ups are reinforced by fellow 
o ffice rs  who are e ither a fra id  to 
speak up or condone the actions o f 
their fellow officers. It's  impossible 
fo r the Superintendent or any other 
a d m in is tra to r to be on the spot 
when these incidents take place -- 
plus the a dm in is tra to rs  are in a 
position where they have to try and 
sa tisfy both sides. It should be 
evident from  both o f these isolated 
incidents tha t there is a need fo r 
more Black correctional officers at 
O.S.P. I therefore appeal to mem­
bers o f the com m unity to push the 
program here at O.S.P.

There are w hite rnad-dog o ve r­
seers loose in O.S.P., I fear that the 
situation w ill worsen before it gets 
better. In conclusion remember that 
George Jackson was killed because 
he allegedly had a gun in his a fro . 
“ Pleasant dreams Y 'a ll because 
they might come in the m orning!”

Two years after im plem entation 
o f the state’ s P roperty  Tax R elie f 
Program, many residents s till are 
not tak ing  advantage o f the 
program . M u ltnom ah  C o u n ty ’ s 
Assessment and Taxation D ivision 
w ill accept claim s under the 
progiam until A p ril 1, 1981. Home 
owners who have filed and received 
property tax re lie f last fa ll on their 
present residences should not file  
again. Their tax re lie f w ill be con­
tinued automatically. Homeowners 
who have changed the use o f their 
property must notify the assessor o f 
the change; those who do not must 
pay back any state payment plus a 
20 per cent penalty.

The Property Tax Relief Program 
was enacted by the 1979 Oregon 
Legislature as a separate program 
(in  a d d itio n  to  but not part o f 
HARRP). The qualifications for the 
PTRPare:

1) The applicant must be owner 
o f record. Owner o f Record means 
that the in d iv id u a l(s ) has a deed, 
contract or assignment o f contract 
for the property filed upon, and that 
the document must be recorded in 
the County Deed Records.

2) The applicant must occupy the 
property. The property must be the 
applicant’ s principal residence, on 
June 30.

3) The application must be filed 
w ith  the C ounty  Assessor in the 
C ounty  where the p rope rty  is 
located. The last day fo r f ilin g  an 
app lica tion  in a ca lendar year is 
A pril I,

4) The application remains in ef­
fect on the p ro pe rty  u n til the 
property is sold or the owner moves. 
As long as the applicant owns and 
occupies the property, only one ap­
p lica tio n  must be file d . The ap­
plicant does not have to file  every 
year. (However, when the property 
no longer qualifies due to sale or the 
applicant moving, the applicant is

required to notify the County 
Assessor of the disqualification.)

Indidivuals who file and qualify 
for the Property Tax Relief 
Program have a lower assessed

value on their home and receive a 
lower tax bill, Wilcox said.

For more information, citizens 
may call the property tax relief of­
fice, 248-3221.
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Hillard discusses Black History
Grassroot News, N .W . - On are also studies which show how the *

March 6, at the M a llo ry  Avenue 
Church, the Black United Front
sponsored a com m unity h istory 
lesson given by Asa H illa rd . Dr. 
Hillard is presently at Georgia State 
a fte r hold ing status o f Dean o f 
Education at San Francisco State 
fo r eight years. H illa rd  entitled his 
presentation "Free Your M ind. ”  
The basis premis o f the presentation 
was present aspects o f our historical 
greatness and clear up some o f the 
mis-education that goes along with 
A frica  and Afro-American history. 
Below are some excerpts from  hts 
presentations:

“ We must return  to the source 
and to return to the source we must 
rew rite  the m isw ritten  h is tory o f 
Black people. And th is is the 
m isw ritten  h is to ry  o f all people 
because no one can have a true 
h is to ry  i f  our h is tory is not to ld  
co rrec tly . O ur h is to ry , like  other 
conquered people, had to be 
destroyed because if  you are to be a 
slave, you can’ t have a memory. It 
hurt us because false memories were 
created fo r other people. For us to 
return to the source we must return 
to o rig in a l documents from  the 
African origins o f civilization. You 
must remember that the oldest living 
bones found in Europe, and Japan 
appear to be the bones o f the small 
people who inhibit the hearthland o f 
Africa.

“ Most o f the in form ation  fed to 
the American public is false. There

minds o f Americans are managed 
frequently by people who try to get 
you to buy what you don’ t need, go 
where you don’ t want to go, and do 
things that are not in your best in ­
terest but theirs.

"Sublim inal suggestion is just one 
way that i t ’ s done. As far as Black 
people are concerned, people who 
have told our story, almost all have 
been white, have been looking fo r 
something called a p rim itive . But 
there are no p rim itive  Asians, In ­
dians, Whites or Blacks. Primitive is 
a word conquerors made up fo r 
taking land away from other people. 
The p rim itive  was created by 
professors and the idea that one 
group is inferior grew up with these 
professors. We d id n 't have racism 
until we had a concept o f race and 
that started 200 years ago. You 
always had people who d id n ’ t like 
each other but a very strange thing 
was started about the tim e 
Europeans needed other peoples' 
land. This thought enabled people 
to come to America and kick out the 
Indians and the Ind ians became 
natives and the Europeans became 
Americans; go to Australia and kick 
the people out, the real Australians 
become A borig ina ls  and the 
Europeans became Australians.”

A ll through his presentation. Dr. 
H illard presented historical facts o f 
African history with truth as its only 
in te rp re ta tion . A fte r  the presen­
ta tion , Dr. H illa rd  was asked the 
following questions: What arc some

o f the problems in education faced 
by Black people?

H illa rd : O ur biggest problem  is 
the lack o f a free mind or low con­
scious.

G rassroot News: When
trad ition a l scientist deals w ith the 
educationa l defic iencies o f  some 
Black children there is a tendency to 
place the blame on the parents. Are  
Black parents, because o f  the social 
pressure imposed by white society, 
responsible f o r  the educationa l 
deficiencies o f  their children?

H illa rd : No, parents are respon­
sible fo r the education o f th e ir 
ch ild ren  but not fo r the 
inadequacies in their education. I f  
you have good teaching, Black kids 
will learn like anyone else.

Grassroot News: What a ffe c t is 
the three year old "B a kke " decision 
having on the educationa l o pp o r­
tunities fo r  the Black community?

H illa rd : Tha t's  one o f the worst 
decisions that have been handed 
down in a long time. The sad thing 
is that it made the medical aptitude 
test legal.

Grassroot News: W ill the federal 
cutback in  education have an 
adverse e ffec t on the education  
provided to the Black community?

H illard: Right now, positions that 
are held, are supported by federal 
funds. Many people who hold 
positions hold the lowest level ones. 
So as school d istricts are forced to 
cut back, those pos itions are the 
first to go.
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