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Eddie Johnson: Thinking positively Vancouver hosts NAACP area
By Ullysses Tucker, Jr.

This past summer Eddie Johnson 
o f the Atlanta Hawks ran into some 
prob lem s w ith  drugs, the law in 
G eorg ia , and some personal d i f ­
ficu ltie s  tha t received na tiona l 
media attention.

Johnson was arrested in A tlanta  
driv ing a stolen $20,000 car w ith a 
small quanity o f cocaine under the 
scat that he supposidly knew noth­
ing about. Johnson claims that the 
personal problems he had led him to 
some negative behavior. He kept 
finding himself in the wrong place at 
the wrong time.

Johnson also lost his best friend 
Te rry  F u rlow , the fo rm er N .B .A . 
guard who was killed in a high speed 
auto  crash outside o f C leveland. 
Furlow  had traces o f drugs in his 
system and a small am ount o f  
cocaine in the car. Johnson is 
c u rre n tly  under the care o f a 
psychologist -  but he seems to have 
his life back together.

" I ’ m do ing much b e tte r ,"  he 
said. " I  had some un fo rtu n a te  
things happen to me during one o f 
the roughest times in my life . The 
media really blew the situation out 
o f proportion. It was not as bad as 
they made it. The writers look ad­
vantage o f  the p u b lic ity  tha t was 
given to the N .B.A. about drug use 
and they made me an example.”

W ith Johnson’ s personal life now 
taking on a positive shape, he’s now 
p laying some good basketball fo r 
the Hawks who are having a ro lle r­
coaster season. Johnson is the 
Hawks second leading scorer with a 
16.9 clip. He also leads in steals and

assists. In a tr ip  to Portland, John­
son scored a season high 40 points 
against Bates and com pany in a 
losing effort.

“ Eddie has had a few good games 
but I'm  not impressed w ith his con­
s is te n cy ,"  said a always harsh 
H ub ie  B row n, head coach o f the 
Hawks. " H e ’ ll score 40 one night 
and ten the next. I want him to play 
good every night and not in spurts 
o r every o ther gam e.”  B rown is 
known around the league for his hot 
temper and abusive m o tiva tio n a l 
tactics on players.

“ I ’ ll curse a player out i f  it makes 
him play a little  harder,”  he said. “ I 
want them to play to their potential 
all the tim e.”

When questioned about what it is 
like  to  p lay fo r  a man like  H ubie  
Brown, Johnson says that he tries to 
block out the verbal abuse.

" I t ’ s ju s t his n a tu re ,”  said the 
fo rm er N B A . A ll-s ta r. " A f te r  a 
w h ile , you get use to  him  and he 
doesn’ t bother you. I think it affects 
the younger players more than the 
veterans. H ub ie 's  a good coach. 
That’ s just his style.”

How do you think young athletes 
w ill look up to  you now that you 
have a drug stigma attached to you?

" L ik e  I m entioned e a r lie r ,"  he 
said, ’ ’ The situation was not as bad 
as the papers made it. I hope they 
s till look up to me and respect me 
fo r being a competitive athlete who 
ran across a problem in life. We are 
a ll human and at some po in t in 
time, a person w ill con fron t a bad 
break. I d id , but I ’ m back on the 
right track.” EDDIE JOHNSON

The Vancouver Branch, N AAC P, 
w ill host the Northwest Area Con­
ference o f  N A A C P  Branches on 
January 23rd to  23th at the Quay. 
Early arriva ls w ill be welcomed in 
the H osp ita lity  Room, 202 at 8:30 
Friday evening.

Fo llow ing reg istra tion Saturday 
m o rn ing , at 8:00 p .m ., the firs t 
w orkshop is "N A A C P  and the 
E conom y.”  Panelists are Nathan 
P roby, D irec to r o f  the Southwest 
W ash ing ton A ssoc ia tion  o f 
M inority  Contractors, and Marshall 
H udson, C ha irm an o f  the Social 
Services D epartm ent o f  C la rk  
College.

Judge Belton H a m ilto n , ad-

m in is tra tive  law judge w ith  the 
Social Security A dm in is tra tion  O f­
fice o f Hearing and Appeals, w ill be 
the luncheon speaker.

Panelists fo r the A ffirm a tive  A c­
tion workshop are: Andrew Belcher, 
Belcher-Torrence Consulting F irm ; 
W illie  Loud, H ill Consulting; Pam 
Turner, Vancouver YW CA.

The panel “ N A A C P  in the 80s”  
w ill feature: Virna Carson, Western 
Region D ire c to r; Judge Charles 
Johnson, N A A C P  National Board 
member; Valeri Joshua, President, 
Vancouver Branch.

A bu ffe t banquet w ill be held at 
7:00 p.m ., during which Ms. Carson 
w ill discuss the N A A C P 's  18 point 
plan fo r the 1980s.

Ecumenical service planned
M in is te rs  and members o f  12 

Protestant congregations in N orth  
P o rtla n d  w ill be guests o f priests 
and parishioners o f H oly Redeemer 
Catholic Church, 25 North Portland 
B ou levard , fo r  an Ecum enical 
Prayer Service at 3:30 p .m ., on 
Sunday, January 25.

"T h e  serv ice ,”  says Father 
George Rassley, associate pastor at 
Holy Redeemer, “ concludes the an­
nual week o f prayer fo r  C h ris tian  
un ity  in the com m unity. A lso, it is 
the second event in  H o ly  
Redeemer’s year long series o f social 
and religious activities in observance 
o f its diamond jubilee celebration.”

Choirs singing at the service w ill 
be from  H o ly  Redeemer and the 
Bethel A frican Methodist-Episcopal 
church. A reception w ill fo llow  the

service in the parish Cantwell H all 
under auspices o f the H o ly  
Redeemer A lta r Society.

Martin declines
Ron M artin , Executive Assistant 

fo r  M in o r ity  A ffa irs  at OSP, in ­
formed the Observer that he had not 
accepted a p o s ition  on the Task 
Force to  study the hand ling  o f 
police abuse investigations appoin t­
ed by C om m issioner C harles 
Jo rdan. M a rtin  said he had been 
asked to jo in  the committee but had 
not made a fo rm a l reply when the 
appointments were announced. He 
cited possible conflic t o f interest as 
one o f the reasons fo r his decision.

Phillips joins Governor's office
(Continued from page I col. 6) 
services coordinator by the State o f 
O regon, D epartm ent o f  Human 
Resources, A du lt and Fam ily Ser­
vices D iv is io n ’ s M u ltnom ah 
Regional O ffice since 1977, Phillips 
is responsible fo r p lann ing , 
developing and coordinating social 
services fo r the M u ltnom ah 
Regional Preadmission Screening -  
Resource Unit Program.

W hile  w o rk in g  fo r the M u lt­
nomah Regional O ffice, Phillips set 
up a nursing home fo r the aged in ­
fo rm a tio n  exchange and sharing 
system in the Multnomah Region o f 
the A d u lt and Fam ily  Services 
D iv is io n , prov ided technical 
assistance to V ISA  (Volunteers in

Services to  the A g ing ) in p u ttin g  
together a d ire c to ry  o f  nursing 
homes in the T r i-C o u n ty  (M u lt ­
nom ah, W ashington, C lackamas) 
area, and coo rd ina ted  and 
organized a financia l exh ib it fo r a 
resources fa ir fo r handicapped in ­
dividuals.

Phillips was chosen to be among 
the "O u ts ta n d in g  Young Men in 
A m e rica ”  fo r 1979 by the U.S. 
Jaycees fo r  "O u ts ta n d in g  
professional achievement, superior 
leadership a b ility  and exceptional 
service to the com m unity.”

He was also selected to be among 
the Black community leaders o f the 
1980’s by the Northwest Conference 
ol Black Public Officials.

He received a master o f  social 
w ork  degree from  P o rtland  State 
U n ivers ity  (1975) after graduating 
from Oregon Slate University (1973) 
w ith a bachelor o f science degree in 
Sociology. W hile at OSU, P hillips 
worked fo r the university m inority  
and special services program and the 
OSU Oceangraphy Department.

Phillips is currently involved with 
the Northeast Senior Citizens Task 
Force and the Board o f  U rban 
Leagues Senior Adult Services Cen­
ter. He is also cha irperson o f  the 
N o rth  YMC A Management C om ­
mittee, the C ity  o f Portland Youth 
Services Center Budget A dv iso ry  
Committee, and the Inter-Northeast 
N e ighborhoods Against C rim e 
Program.

Interested in curren t books 
about A frican  L iberation? 
Visit:
JO H N  REED BOOKSTORE

In the Dekum Building 
519 S.W. 3rd Avenue 

Sixth Floor

Or call: 227 2902

SEE SPORTS ON GIANT SCREEN T V.

r JOE’S PLACE
1801 N.E. Alberta
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E X O D U S
' '■'farris'Aum i /m r n /  fáeet/re

1518 N E KILLINGSWORTH 
PORTLAND. OREGON 9721 1 

284 7997

FROM THE FRONT DOOR
By Tom Boothe

From the Front Door, I wish to share the following with our citizens here in 
our local community. It appeared in the Thursday, January 8, 1981, Hall 
Street Journal.

THE DUMBEST PERSON IN THE WORLD

How dumb? Very dumb is the American who knocks what he's got. Here's 
what he's got: A country of unbounded beauty. Almost unlimited natural 
resources. A judicial system that is the envy of the rest of the world. Food is 
so plentiful overeating is a major problem. A press nobody can dominate. A 
ballot box nobody can stuff. Churches of your choice.

One hundred m illion jobs. Freedom to go anywhere you want, w ith  the 
planes, cars and highways to get you there. Social security. Medicare. 
Unemployment insurance. Public School and plentiful scholarships. Oppor­
tun ity  to become a m illionaire. O.K., Comp ainer, what's your second 
choice? Go.

I agree w ith Mr. Gray's statement. If you think you have nothing to start 
with, how about starting with courtesy, humility, respect and a positive at­
titude.

How we perform es Individuals will determine how we perform as a 
nation. FREE: If you would like an 8% "x 11” reprint of this message 
write to Harry J. Gray, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, United 
Technologies. Box 360, Hertford. CT 06141.
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Fresh Wheat Bread - 
Parkay Margarine 
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Kitchen Craft Flour 
Lucerne Coffee Tone 
Lucerne Quart Yogurt 
Natural Apple Juice 
Hamburger Buns
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Sliced Cheese
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W hite Bread
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. Oranges

Variety At/latlon Fighters

Rome Beauty Apples 3-»1 Turmps/Rutabagas' 5J1  
P .  Grapefruit . 39. Jumbo Red Onions ’  , 39«
Sunkist Lemons ;«• 3.59« Seedless Raisins ' 99« 

-  .39« Cut Daffodils Ä  .  ’ 1«’

DAY TIM!
Diapers

KODAK
Color Film

Q
C n o z a *  C-124-20K. 
0»C '35-24 M » ou» Choce

Silkience Shampoo 
Lysol Disinfectant Spray 
Sylvania Light Bulbs

$
a.11

9 9

Crisp Celery

Radishes X X V
i'M'FavOnt«

»♦••R- V  8 8

Red Potatoes

Ad Pnces Good Wed Jan 21 throuqh Tues Jan
¿7_at_jLPgil!gDd metro area SAFEWAY Stores

SAFEWAY4 . ‘
Sal« Limited to totail OuanMm Only

EVERYTHING YOU WANT FROM A STORE... AND A LITTLE BIT MORE!


