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EDITORIAL/OPINION
Racial abuse law necessary

Uganda
By Fungai Kum bula

Across the nation racial harassment and 
abuse are esca la ting . Racia lly m o tiva ted  
murders and violence are increasing. Oregon is 
not unique - the same type of abuse is in ­
creasing here.

Governor Victor Atiyeh is proposing state 
,*»qislation that would make race - related van- 

^nd abuse a felony w ith penalities of up 
/ears in prison and $12,500 in fines, 

itent of the legislation is to make the 
ies as strong as we can possibly make

Atiyeh said. Currently these activities - 
jh  range from vandalism and cross burning 

threats and intim idation - are prosecuted 
ily under the harassment or criminal mischief 

aws which carry a maximum penalties of six
months in jail and a $1,000 fine.

We strongly endorse this legislation. But in
the meantime federal legislation does exist - 
which has not been used locally - under which 
individuals can be prosecuted for denying the 
civil rights of others.

Putting a few offenders in jail m ight inhibit 
their continued act of vio lence and cause 
others to contemplate their actions.

Bob Lamb, d irector of the U.S. Justice 
Department's Community Relations Service, 
recen tly  suggested tha t human re la tions 
commissions provide training on racism and 
race relations to public officials and decision 
makers.

We recommend the M etropolitan Human 
Relations Commission take on this task and

that it receive the extra funding necessary. We 
suggest th a t the press be the f irs t - the 
publishers and editors w hoset the policies and 
decide what the public will read.

Considering Oregon's high incarceration 
rate of Blacks, the legal system should be 
close behind. Many of the judges demonstrate 
a complete disregard of the racism in their 
courts and, at best, most are unaware of the 
forces acting against m inority defendants. 
Even the prosecution could benefit w ith a little 
education.

All city and county officials - Commissions 
and agency heads, - and the union represent­
atives, should be included, along w ith state 
and federal adm in istra tors w ork ing  in this 
county. Also the School Boards, school ad­
ministrators and principals. And there is the 
private sector.

Many believe a racist cannot be changed 
through education and that is probably true - 
racism is a social pathology and cannot be 
erased un til the system  tha t causes it is 
changed. But there are many well-meaning 
persons who practice racism because it is part 
of our culture - it is learned behavior - and 
many o f these people would change the ir 
overt behavior if they were aware of the misin­
formation it is based on.

In our contry the education system and 
most of life's experiences teach and re inforce 
racism. A t some point we have to begin ex­
posing and explaining this mis-education and 
beginning a new process of education.

U g a n d a : N ine years ago,
P res iden t A p o llo  M ilto n  O b o te ,
U ganda’ s firs t president since the 
country gained independence from  
England nine years previously, was 
overthrow n by one Id i A m in . A t the 
time, Obote was in Singapore atten­
d in g  the annua l C o m m o n w e a lth  
Prime M inisters’ conference.

H is  lo n g -tim e  fr ie n d , President 
Ju liu s  N ye re re , o f  T a n za n ia  
provided him sanctuary and, fo r the 
next nine years, Obote stayed in D a r ' 
es Salaam, Tanzania, as Nyercre’ s 
guest. The w orld pretty much wrote 
h im  o f f .  A b o u t tw o  years ago, 
however, O bote ’s successor, A m in , 
excesses began to  ga ll even those 
who had chuckled w ith glee when he 
overthrew Obote.

A  national movement to liberate 
U ganda w h ich  had started  years 
earlier began to gather more support 
and to actively set about the task o f 
b r in g in g  abou t A m in 's  d o w n fa ll 
w ith  renewed v ig o u r. W ith in  the 
space o f about six months, the in­
d o m ita b le  Id i A m in  Dada fo u n d  
him self on the outside looking in: a 
com b ined  fo rce  o f  T anza n ia n  
soldiers and Ugandan nationa lis ts

had done to him  what he had done 
to Obote. A m in  fled in to  exile and is 
now reported to be liv ing  in Saudi 
A rabia.

M e a n tim e , the havoc he had 
wreaked behind continued to plague 
Ugandans w ith  the result tha t the 
country was soon plunged in to  near­
chaos. As a f ir s t  step tow a rds  
returning the country to normalcy, 
elections were slated firs t fo r Sep­
tember and then postponed to the 
f ir s t  week o f  D ecem ber 1980. 
M ilto n  Obote was one o f  the can­
didates running fo r President. Last 
week, nine years after he was ousted 
and eighteen after he firs t assumed 
the post, O bote  was sw orn in  as 
Uganda’s President.

H is p a rty , the U ganda Peoples 
C ongress, w on 66 o f  the 126 
P arliam ent seats and, O bote thus 
became the o n ly  man ever to  be 
returned to power after being over­
throw n. He has a humongous task 
ahead o f  h im  th o u g h , because 
re su rre c tin g  U ganda  fro m  the 
shambles le ft by A m in  w ill be about 
as tough as the reconstruction  o f 
Z im babw e . H o p e fu lly , P resident 
Obote w ill meet With the same sue-

cess and cooperation that his coun­
te rpart, Comrade Robert Mugabe 
o f Zimbabwe has met w ith .

U p p e r V o lta : “ W h a t goes 
around comes a round ,”  one o f my 
Am erican friends once said to  me 
leaving me to ta lly  perplexed. The 
meaning fina lly  dawned on me when 
I started to w rite this week’ s news 
stories. The above is a case in point 
and so is this one.

In  1966, S angou le  Lam izana  
staged a m ilita ry  coup that toppled 
the then g o ve rnm en t o f  U pper 
V o lta . A f te r  I I  years in  o ff ic e , 
Lam izana  decided the tim e  had 
come to  re tu rn  the c o u n try  to 
civilian rule. So, in 1977 he allowed 
e lec tions  to  be he ld  and he was 
returned to the Presidency but now 
w ith the blessing o f  the Volta  elec­
torate.

O n N ovem ber 27, 1980, one 
Colonel Saye Zerbo, commander o f 
the armed forces in Ougadougou, 
the capital, decided he too wanted 
to be president. So, he staged his 
ow n coup  aga inst L a m iza n a  ac­
cusing the la tte r o f  econom ic 
mismanagement. W e’ ll just have to 
wait and see...
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By N athanie l Scott

In  th is  C h ris tm as  season, le t ’ s 
stop and reflect upon the nature o f 
C hris tm as and ju s t w hat it rea lly  
means.

C hristm as is a re lig ious ho liday 
that celebrates the b ir th  o f  Jesus 
C hrist, a prophet and son o f God.

A c c o rd in g  to  the H o ly  B ib le , 
Jesus taught and perform ed many 
miracles, while here on Earth. A fte r 
his death, it has been said that he 
appeared to many, in one form  or 
another.

So we are ta lk ing  about a most 
sacred and im p o r ta n t occas ion , 
celebrating a most divine person.

We are ta lk in g  abou t an oc ­
casion, hon o rin g  one who taught 
and practiced goodw ill towards all 
men, regardless o f  race, creed or 
color.

We are ta lk ing about an occasion, 
hono ring  one who taught that we 
are all equal and that we should love 
and respect the rights o f  each other. 
A m o n g  o th e r th in g s , th is  man 
Jesus, in  whose m em ory  we are 
c e le b ra tin g  th is  h o lid a y  season, 
taught that we are all brothers and 
sisters.

So in essence, we are celebrating 
the representation o f  peace, non­
d iscrim ina tion , the righ t to  pursue

our cherished dreams and the right 
to  feel secure w ith in  the knowledge 
that we are no better, o r no worse 
than anyone else.

Those are the facts, as I under­
stand them. Bu, man is a curious 
a n im a l. T o  s a tis fy  h is m oods, 
selfishness and greed, he changes 
many things to his satisfaction and 
preaches a lo t o f  th in g s  tha t he 
doesn’ t practice.

In justice is the greatest ca lam ity 
facing m ankind today. Oppression 
is a w o rld  w ide  disease. In c o n ­
siderate consideration is that which 
has bred more destruction than any 
other cause down through the pages 
o f history.

We ca n n o t in fr in g e  upon  the 
rig h ts  o f  o the rs  and p ra c tice  
brotherly love at the same time. We 
cannot hold anyone in servitude and 
slavery and say that we want others 
to treat us as we wish to be treated. 
We cannot deny the freedom  and 
choice in any manner, be it housing 
a cco m m o d a tio n  o r e d u ca tio n a l 
fac ilities  and say tha t we are jus t 
people and believe in equality. No, 
we can’ t do those things.

The pages o f  h is to ry  are fil le d  
w ith  ju s t and honest people who 
have tried to  show through words 
and deeds, that a ll o f m ankind is o f 
one race. To name but two o f these

enormously im portant individuals is 
Jesus C hrist o f  Nazareth and M artin  
L u the r K ing  o f  A labam a. In  one 
way or another, they met a senseless 
and violent end.

1 hope you are still th ink ing  about 
what I am saying because I want you 
to  rem em ber th a t in  tim es o f  
tro u b le s , tr ia ls  and tr ib u la t io n s , 
these individuals d idn ’ t give up.

In June and the  dog days o f  
August and September, I want you 
to remember Christmas. In the Fall, 
when autum n leaves start to  fa ll, I 
want you to  remember Christmas. 
In  the S p rin g  when the  showers 
descend, I want you to  remember 
C h ris tm a s . In  the W in te r , when 
sn o w fla kes  fa l l ,  I w an t you  to  
remember C hristm as. In the sum­
mer, in the m idst o f  heatwaves, I 
want you to remember Christmas.

And when you are remembering,
1 w an t you to  re m in d  each and 
everyone that we not only celebrate 
Christmas day, but also the C hrist­
mas season.

F o r those o f  you w ho have 
chanced to  read my articles, as well 
as those reading my w ritings fo r the 
firs t time, my wishes are: a joyous 
and p ro p e rou s  l ife ,  and w h o m ­
soever waves the banner o f  B lack 
pride and culture, is w orking fo r the 
betterment o f the whole.

Letters to the Editor ________
Commissions composed of "Safe" people

Christmas at Oregon State Prison

T o the E ditor:
Not long ago, you made the ob­

se rva tion  tha t the new ly created 
Black and H ispanic advisory com ­
m issions excluded regu lar 8 to  5 
w o rk in g  people. In  your ed ito ria l 
you c ritic ized  th is exclusion. A nd 
righ tly  so.

However, I feel that more needs 
to  be said and done. F irst o f  a ll, 
your readership should be inform ed 
th a t a G o v e rn o r such as V ic to r

A tiyeh is very prone to stack com­
missions w ith  “ safe”  people who 
speak the language o f  the elite - and 
w ho d o n ’ t rock the boat (w h ich  
usually means that they are largely 
ineffective). Secondly, these “ safe”  
people then tu rn  out neat looking  
reports and studies loaded w ith  the 
la test and m ost p o p u la r ja rg o n , 
which are then put away somewhere 
to gather dust.

F ina lly , I believe the Observer can

p e rfo rm  an im p o rta n t service by 
keeping watch on these new com ­
missions - and in fo rm ing  its readers 
just what, i f  anything, has actually 
been done in the firs t three months, 
six months, etc. Perhaps in this way 
you can prevent the "n o rm a l”  from  
happening, wherein what seems to 
be progress and accomplishment is 
■ ¿ally no th ing  more than a cruel 
bureaucratic con-job.

E ar! D. Jelneck

Bruce Broussard 
E d ito r/P ub lishe r
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_ By L a rry  Baker

I would like to tell you about a
Christmas story - an unusal but true
C hristm as story. A  story that w ill 
linger in the minds o f  a number o f  
B lack p risone rs  caged n ig h tly  in 
m ulti-co lored d im  lighted cells.

A  g ro u p  o f  B lack p risone rs  
belonging to a prison activ ity  club 
“ U h u ru ”  were allowed to gather to 
share tw o  hours on December 19, 
1980 in the C hristm as s p ir it , w ith  
M a ra n a th a  A d u lt C h o ir  and the 
Ta lk ing D rum  Dance group from  
P ortland.

Nancy Crust
(Continued from  Page I Col 6)

In  G e rm any  now  fo r  several
m onths, Nancy C rust is a Q ua lity
Assurance Specialist assigned as a
Procurem ent Representative at the
Telefunken plant. Her jo b  includes 
reso lv ing  p rob lem s, tra in in g  and 
assisting in the development o f  their 
Q ua lity  Assurance program.

Some o f  C ru s t’ s equ ipm ent in ­
volves a s itua tion  display console, 
e le c tro n ic  com m and  s igna l 
processor, a magnetic drum  group, 
a p rin te r reader group and a data 
processor fu n c t io n a l g ro u p  
opera tor’ s console.

M agg ie  M o r r is io n , a P o rtla n d  
sister o f  Nancy, is understandably 
proud o f her "b a b y ”  sister’s ab ility . 
Nancy m arried Charles C rust, her 
boss at Boeing. He is proud o f  Nan­
cy ’ s appo in tm en t, too , but hopes 
fo r  the assignment to  be o f  short 
te rm , “ d u e ”  he says, “ to  the 
lonesom e c o n d it io n  o f  her 
husband.”

The couple plan to  spend C hris t­
mas holidays together “ somewhere 
in the Caribbean.”

As I listened I was sadden by the 
th o u g h t th a t m ost o f  the  B lack 
prisoners were not able to  attend 
because o f  a ru le  re s tr ic t in g  the 
room ’s capacity. Both Black groups 
had tra ve le d  f i f t y  ra in -d re n ch e d  
m iles at th e ir ow n expense to  let 
these prisoners know they are not 
fo rg o tte n  th is  C h ris tm a s . Those 
f i f t y  m iles  can seem lik e  fiv e  
thousand at times i f  you are a Black 
prisoner housed at the Oregon State 
P e n ite n tia ry , and have a fa m ily  
l iv in g  in  P o rtla n d . A n y  fo rm  o f  
com m unication has its value in the 
search fo r  m en ta l escape fro m  
d iscrim ination fo r Black people.

1 said th is  w ou ld  be an unusal 
story, because it has a sad, but true 
en d ing . I o ve r-h e a rd  one w h ite  
correctional o ffice r state to another: 
“ L e t ’ s herd  these guys (B la ck

prisoners) back to  the ir cells, now 
that their “ jung le  bunny”  party is 
over.”

I qu ick ly  recaptured rea lity  and 
lost all Christmas feeling o f  “ Peace 
on earth  and g o o d w ill to w a rd  
men.”
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