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By Kathryn Hall Bogle
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Ralph Flowers, in the third of the
series from the Flowers Family
Album, tells us more of life on the
quiet farm of his family when they
lived on the slopes of Mt. Scott back
in 1901. Lloyd Ralph, Elmer and
Ervin and were brothers. *‘Less"’
and *‘Lesser’” were the mischievous
visiting cousins. Ralph recounts:

“"ON THE FARM"

Dad bought a pretty sorrel mare,
very high strung, who carried her
head reared back almost in your
face when you were in the saddle.
With a showy mane waving and her
long creamy .tail slightly raised, she
pranced along and was the envy of
the countryside.

All of us, including the twins,
waited impatiently our turn to nide
her. One day, Ervin was mounted
on her and she pranced along chaf
fing the bit when one of the twins
who had caught one of the Tom
cats, tossed it high above the horse
and as the Tom cat came down with
claws unsheathed it landed on the
horses’ rump.

I'he horse was quick on her feet,
and at the second lunge, off went
Ervin, jolted but unharmed. The
mare started to buck the saddle oft
and went down the road like mad.
When we got other horses and
finally caught her, she was white
with foam. It took weeks to get her
quiet again.

Another time there was one of
those City slickers named Rex who
came oul nearly every Saturday and
stayed until Sunday night. He
worked in a doctor's office and
would ride nothing but a gentle colt
that the girls used to ride.

We all wanted him bucked off
and he knew it. One Sunday morn-
ing we put the saddle on him and
helped him to mount. We scratched
the colt’s mane and it turned its
head up in the air and twisted its
lips. Then we scratched it on the
rump and tail. As it raised its tail a
little we slipped a Canadian thistle
under its tail and we jumped back
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Mother Flowers at the farm.

(Courtesy:
Oregon Historical Society)

I'he colt kicked and bucked and
kicked and off in the dust went the
city slicker.

Fhe twins got a good licking one
morning on account of those
thistles

Dad had a pair of new boots and
ol course nobody wore socks - just
your shoes, when you had any.
Someone put a whole handful of
thistles in Dad’s boots. When he
shoved his bare foot down in those

boots you should have seen that
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Rebecca Miller and her hand painted creche figures at “Keep Christ

in Christmas’’ exhibit.

ROGER D. WALLINGFORD
ATTORNEY AT LAW

8601 S.W. Terwilliger Bivd.
Portland, Oregon 97219

GENERAL & TRIAL PRACTICE

* Drunk driving/Driving while suspended

* Criminal law

foot come out! He thought a rattle-
snake had crawled in it. When he
found the thistles in his boot, the
only ones who didn't get a beating
were the ones who got in the woods
and hid.

We had felled some large fir trees
down in the pasture, and as late
summer came on we sawed these up
into sixteen-inch wood. How
Grandpa Booth would love to get
his pipe and sit in the shade of a vine
maple or hazelnut bush. Dad would
often join him, There they would
smoke and tell their experience and
how much work they used to do
when they were our age. We often
wondered how there could be any
work left for us.

One day Less and Lesser got out
and pried a board off the little house
down in the woods where Dad kept
the dynamite, caps and fuses, As
they had watched Lloyed do some
blasting they knew they could do it.
I'hey took a small stick of powder, a
cap and about five feet of fuse, slit
the other end of the fuse with a
knife, took it down over the hill, lit
itand ran.

It made a small noise and only
they knew it, but at that, whenever
there was any powder used for blast-
ing of stumps, or cracking of logs,
the twins were always there

Dad had to go to town to the den-
tist and have all his teeth pulled out.
Later he got a set of false teeth.
I'hey always hurt his gums, so most
of the time he carried them in his hip
pocket. The only time he wore them
was when there was company and as
soon as he could he put them back
in his hip pocket and out of sight.

One day when we all came in to
dinner Dad was late and tired, so
when he dropped down in his chair,
he let out a roar and jumped about
two teet. He began cussing those
teeth, saying they **bit him."

We would just finish strawberry
picking and then on came the rasp
berries. These jobs called for long,

Keeping C/;rist inh Christmas

By Kathrvn Hall Bogle

The true meaning of Christmas
must year be and
celebrated lest it be overlooked
among the bright ribbons and tissue
paper wrappings of commercial
gifts we bestow upon one another

IF'he Ecumerical Ministries of
Oregon, the Archdicoesan Holy
Name Union, Portland Districts of
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic
Women, and Church Women
United have for some time
celebrated the complete Christmas
cycle by inviting church groups and
individuals to exhibit for public
showing, an expression focusing on
Advent, Christ birthday or the
I'welve Days of Christmas.

I'he Festival has come to be
known as “*Keep Christ in Christ-
mas’" and this year hundreds of per-
sons visited the religious display at a
recent showing at the Hilton Hotel,
I'his year’s title was **Christmas
Begins With Christ - 1980.""

Listed on the program were
several church organizations from
our community among those of the
majority community. Individuals
and private groups also contributed
to the event.

Some of the exhibitors and com-
mittee persons were: Geraldine
Ward, the Fleur de Lis Club, Lillian
Bell, Allen Temple CME Church,
Morning Star Baptist Church, Verla
Woods, Vancouver Avenue First
Baptist Church, Minnie Bell John-
son, Mt. Olivet Baptist Church,
Bethel AME Church, Mr. and Mrs,
Aldridge Johnson, Mt. Olivet Bap-
tist Women, Rebecca Miller, Lowell
Jackson Jr. Helene Jackson and
William Alexander

each retold

Black soprano Leontyne
Price sang the leading role
in Samuel Barber's Antony
and Cleopatra when the
new Metropolitan Opera
House at Lincoln Center
opened in September 1966,

hard hours from 4:00 a.m. until 9 or
10 p.m. As it neared July, we had
the late potatoes in and looked for-
ward to the Fourth of July when
Aunt Clara was coming to the farm {
to spend the rest of the summer. In
September she would take the twins |
back home to school. :
Aunt Clara was a nurse and ¢
needed rest for a few months. She |
was barely middle aged and her :
work made her strong and {
muscular. Aunt Clara took com- |
plete charge of the house and that :
gave mother a chance to work {
|
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Jewelry Repair

among her flowers which she dearly
loved.

Mother set a number of hens and
some turkeys and eggs and it wasn’t
long before the hens came into the
barnyard, bringing two hundred
and more baby chicks. These
chickens and turkeys, with the hogs
we salted and smoked, furnished

Wedding Sets

our “‘eats’’
winter.
“*On The Farm’' will be con

tinued in the next issue.

for a large part of the
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THE OPENING OF OUR NORTHEAST CENTER.

CENTER/N.E.
Columbia Plaza
4300 N.E. Fremont

Portland, Oregon 97213
249-2855

Individualized, highly motivational, diagnositc and
prescriptive reading instruction for all ages.
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Personalized & Custom
Jewelry

Jewelry/Watches/Diamonds
Diamond Setting

Reading..Your Child’s Key to Success

THE READING ACHIEVEMENT CENTER IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE

THE READING ACHIEVEMENT

For Funeral Insurance
Information Call
C. Don Vann at
281-2836
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PATON JEWELERS

4616 N.E. Sandy Blvd.

281-8801
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FROM THE FRONT

By Tom Boothe
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thank all of my

readers; those who have appreciated my
Philosophical aspirations, those who have phoned,
written and spoke with me in person to inspire and

encourage me over the past year.

A special thanks

to those who have faithfully attended the Tuesday
night Forums, making it one of our community’s
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E From the Front Door, | wish to
g most successful gatherings.

TOALLOFYOU FROM

ALL OF US

AT THE HOUSE OF EXODUS
WE SINCERELY WISH YOU A

. HAPPYHOLIDAY
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* Injury accidents
* Property damage : »
* Insurance claims

* Divorce/Child support problems
* Workers compensation claims

SEASON

Interested in current bodks
about African Liberation?

Visit:
* Civil Rights JOHN REED BOQKSTORE
* Bankruptcy In the Dekunf Building
* Wills 519 S.W. 3rd Avenue
NO FEE FOR INITIAL CONSULATION Sixth Fioor
245-1186 Or call; 227-2902
CII fo appointment THIS SPACE PAID FOR AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY THE HOUSE OF EXODUS.
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