Family Album Northwest

By Kathryn Hall Bogle

Robert Bagnall, director of
branches for the New York office of
the NAACP, thought highly of the
work of Mrs. Cannady, gave her
credit for *‘organizing a number of
branches of the NAACP and acting
as arbiter in differences between the
races.’’

Bagnall also credited Mrs. Can-
nady with obtaining the consent of
the Board of Education for all Port-
land public high schools to have lec-
ture courses on Negro history (to
dispel) prevalent misconceptions of
the Negro held by the (average) high
school student. Mrs. Cannady
organized a group to deliver these
lectures, Bagnall continues, and she,
herself, was **foremost in the deliv-
ery of them."”’

Lincoln high school faculty
availed themselves of the oppor
tunity to have Mrs. Cannady lecture
to their history classes. Letters from
some of the teachers and their 1929
students reveal a part of the appeal
they found in hearing what Mrs.
Cannady had to say. **You come to
us without bitterness,”’ one teacher
said. *‘You frankly and simply put
the problem before us. By touching,
as you have here, between 150 and
200 students (in the history class)
per year, you are doing a great work
towards promoting good will and
happy group relations in Portland.”’
Mrs. Cannady was an unpaid lec-
turer for four years at Lincoln.

Letters from Bend high school
students seeking information from
Mrs. Cannady appear along with
“*“Thank you'' notes from club
women in Prineville who had
already received a book, a
bibliography or a piece of sheet
music from this lady so generous
with her time.

Letters inviting Mrs. Cannady to
speak to a Methodist Church group
in McMinnville follow similar
letters from small college groups in
Salem, with a sad little letter from
La Grande informing Mrs. Cannady
about Black children being excluded
from the white school there.

Closer to Portland, Vernonia was
having problems too. In the words
of J.J. Handsaker we learn that, in
1929, Vernonia had ‘‘a population
of about 1,000 people supported in
the main by a sawmill. The
proprietors, goes the account by
Mr. Handsaker, ‘‘brought in a
number of colored workers and
their families. (Among them were
five Black children).”” The owners
of the mill decided that these
children should not go to the public
school but should attend a one
room school for which they had

Mrs. Cannady with 49th Street School students,
taken in 1973 when a building of the school was

provided a teacher but no equip-
ment. There was no objection to the
presence of these children on the
part of the school Board or the
patrons of the school.

“*Mrs. Cannady took up the fight
on request of the colored people of
Vernonia, who, like many others in
the Northwest, instinctively turned
to her in time of need. She inter-
viewed the manager of the mill,
urged the (Black) people to stand by
their rights, and enlisted the help of
influential whites. She finally won
her point. The Black children retur-
ned to Vernonia public school.”
While she was in Vernonia, Mrs.
Cannady organized a new chapter
of the NAACP.

At about the same time, a call
came from Longview, Washington
that Black children there were en
countering the same brand of
segregation under ’cr_\' similar cir-
cumstances. Again Mrs. Cannady
journeyed to the troubled families,
gave them her counsel and followed
her successful format of talking
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Mrs. Cannady with delegates to the 4th Pan-Amaerican Congress,

held in New York City in 1927.
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with the whites involved. Again she
helped the children find their right-
ful place in public schools - and
again she organized another chapter
of the NAACP before she left the
vicinity
Sandwiched in
album’s

among the
the race
relations activities of Mrs. Cannady
1s a thin layer of clippings from the
morning Oregonian, the Oregon
Daily Journal, the Portland News
and the Portland Telegram telling
readers about court trials involving
Mrs. Cannady, Mrs. E. D. Can
nady, as an attorney-at-law. Rob
bery, a stabbing in Corvallis, and a
Portland murder were charges her
clients had faced. Of the three cases
mentioned in the album, Mrs. Can
nady won the first two rather hand
ily. The third one had been lost
before a desperate man denounced
his attorney and asked Mrs. Can
nady to represent him on appeal
I'he appeal was denied and the
courts went on to other business

A variety of community
organizations such as the Portland
1928 Community Chest claimed
Mrs. Cannady time and kept her in-
terest. The women's Advertising
Club heard Mrs, Cannady speak to
them at a luncheon meeting at the
Benson Hotel. Her topic? “*The
Negro Woman in Business.”" The
Oregon Labor Press made announ
cement of Mrs. Cannady’s forth
coming appearance at the Labor
I'emple when she would address the
Labor College Forum the evening of
May 25, 1928 on the subject of
**Labor and the American Negro."”’

account ol

““Colored girls’’ had never before
attended the Older Girls Conference
in Oregon until Mrs. Cannady made
up a delegation of seven which she
chaperoned to Corvallis. She herself
delivered the principal address at
one of the great mass meetings.
There were 600 white girls present
from all parts of the state some of
whom were meeting Black girls for
the first time. Another ‘‘break-
through."”

The year of 1927 saw a reading
room established in the A M.E.
Church in Anaconda, Montana.
The church pastor, the Rev. Lewis
B. Stewart, collected donated books
to stock the shelves in the room and
dedicated the room to the name and
work of Beatrice Morrow. In his
note to Mrs. Cannady, the Rev
Stewart drew attention to the
meaning of ‘‘Beatrice:"” ‘“‘Making
Happy'' which he felt was a part of
Mrs. Cannady’s mistique.

On one summer morning Mrs.
Cannady was invited to speak to 500

For Funeral Insurance
Information Call
C. Don Vann at

We Do Quality Work
: Alterations - Drapes

Mon. & Sat.8a.m. -4p.m
Tues. - Fri.Ba.m. to8p.m.

2701 NE 7th 281-4372

\

-

- T S S S Sl el L el

T

S -

= -

- e W W W W e B W W e

rededicated in her name.

children in attendance at a *‘Daily
Vacation Bible School.”" Minutes
betfore Mrs. Cannady arrived at the
Arleta Elementary school where the
vacation school was being held, Ku
Klux Klan members or cohorts
passed out handbills intended to
dissuade the children or their
parents from attending the lecture.
““If you attend,’”’ some of the
placards read, **Your name will be
read from the housetop."

I'he teachers mobilized and
shielded Mrs. Cannady from the
knowledge of the unwelcome ac-
tivity and the program was carried
out as planned. She spoke to the in-
termediate and high school grades
and, said one teacher, ‘**The an-
tagonism and the inclination to
sneer gave way as they came under
the spell of her magnetic per-
sonality. The effect was marvelous
audible expressions of approval and
enthusiastic applause marked the
close of the talk."’
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Operation Big Vote Committee will be hosting an Election Watch Party
on November 4, 1980 from 8:00 p.m. til 10:30 p.m., at On The Rocks, 15
N.W. 6th. Admission is free and drinks will be two for the price of one.

Celebrate Election Night with Ron Wyden, November 4, 1980 at 8:00
p.m., Coliseum Holiday Inn, 10 N. Weidler.

Operation Big Vote Con, mittee will be hosting an Election Watch Par-
ty on November 4th from 8:00 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. at On the Rocks, 15

N.W. 6th. Admission is free and drinks will be two for the price of one.

Victory for Namibial a Southern Africa speaking tour, Sunday, Novem-
ber 2, 7:00 p.m., Mallory Church, 126 NE Alberta. Sliding scale $2, 3, 4.
Childcare will be available. Call ahead 284-5359.

King Neighborhood Facility and Northeast Portland Community
Ag.f‘lciu. invite you to a Halloween Party and room to room trick or
treating at King, October 31, 1980, 7PM to 9:30 PM, King Grade School
4815 N.E. 7th Avenue. Everyone welcome. For more information call 288-
0371, 288-6708 or 285-4222.
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Hours - 10:00 A.M. til Dark

Open Monday - Saturday

ALLEN TEMPLE CME CHURCH

Corner of 8th and Skidmore
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Worship 11:00am
Christian Youth Fellowship 6:00pm
(second and fourth Sundays)
Reverend Thomas L. Stravhand, Minister

Open Mon thru Sat

DO YOU REALLY WANT TO SAVE
ON YOUR FOOD BILL?

We offer savings of up to 40% and more on fine quality wonder and Hostess
products, plus large discounts on othe: baked goods. Besides our every
day low prices, we feature in-store specials daily. Just look for the “bar
gain’’ signs on the displays in our store. Discover for yourself what thou
sands of smart shoppers in the area have found
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You’'ll be al:nazed at the savings you
make at our Wonder Thrift Shop!

115 N. Cook St.
Corner of Vancouver & Cook St_, Portland, Oregon
9am-6pm — Closed Sundays
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HMechobism Ctucational and Ve stment Centoe

1518 N.E KILLINGSWORTH
PORTLAND, OREGON 97211

284-7997

FROM THE FRONT DOOR

BY TOM BOOTHE

From the front door, | was asked by the parents of some children par-
ticipating in the Exodus Youth Program, to continue with more articles direc-
ted toward young adults here in our community. | have decided to do so.

Children, from the age of 6 to 18 years of age, it is important that you learn all
you can. From all that you learn construct a specific “for real”” purpose
related to who you are, and what you can do, and what you are preparing to

do in the future.

Learn that knowledge is primary to purpose. Know who you are, and who
you are not, know what you can do, and what you cannot do. Learn that
knowledge is also primary to understanding. Learning and knowing
something and not understanding when and how to use it is almost as bad as
knowing nothing at all.

THIS SPACE PAID FOR AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY THE HOUSE OF EXODUS.

Children, you are the future. However, the future will be directed and con-
trolled by those of you who have learned the most knowledge and under-
standing as to the application of that knowledge.

If you learn nothing else, learn that success always come to those who have
learned that the key to success is to know and understand that PURPOSE,
PREPARATION, DIRECTION and CONSISTENCY is the foundation you
must lay In order to bulld a ““for real’”’ FUTURE OF INDEPENDENCE.
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