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Draft registration: “Be informed"’
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As expected, registration for the
draft began Monday, July 21, 1980
in local post offices across the
nation. The criteria for draft
registration is as follows:
Registration for males born between
1960-1961 will proceed until August
1, 1980. Males born in 1962 will be
required to register between January
5and 11, 1981. After that all males
will be required to register upon
their 18th birthday.

The organization in charge of
registration is a government agency
called Selective Service System. Ac-
cording to the brochure, the objec-
tive of Selective Service is to
‘‘provide people for the armed
forces.”" In the event of a national
emergency, Selective Service must
be ready to respond immediately in
time of need. *'The purpose of its’'
registration is to improve this
ability."”’

Selective Service System by its'
name may sound like one of your
local buff-puff dating services, but
in reality, you could be stuck on a
blind date with the military unless
you are fully aware of your rights
and options as citizens of this
country.

In Portland, there are several
agencies that provide information
and counseling for citizens concern-
ed about draft registration. The
Oregon branch of Coalition Against
the Draft and Registration is a
coalition of over 50 national peace,
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Is registration for the Draft
necessary?

participation in war in any form,

2) The right to travel, or not as

taining a (CO) classification
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According to Selective Service,
the purpose of registration is to have
on file, the names and addresses of
draft registers. In a national
emergency, these names could be
processed quickly and smoothly.

According to CARD, there are
over 2 million persons already on
active military duty and over a
million more in the Reserves. If our
country was in jeopardy, there
would be more than enough volun-
teers. Also when the government
wants to make war in foreign
countries, draft registr~* »n is
needed to eliminate the pu.aibility
that the American people might not
volunteer to fight.

WiIll there be a Draft?

According to Selective Service, no
one has been drafted in the military 85271.3-4
since 1972. A draft could not began
unless Congress enacted one.
Currently, there are no plans for a
draft.
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