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'The Eloquent Elephant'
By Nyewusi Askari

He calls himself “ The Eloquent 
Elephant, ”  but in reality, he’s a 300 
lb. entertainer, recording artist, 
composer, singer and humanitarian 
who recently shared his musical 
skills, wordly knowledge and ex­
experiences with the young, multi­
racial members o f Exodus House, 
located at 1518 N. E. Killingsworth.

His performance at Exodus 
House was/is indictive o f his 
philosophy o f life today, and the 
many positive directions he is 
sharing with young people regard­
less of race, creed, or color.

•‘Perhaps it is best to say this: as a 
kid I was confused, and like the 
person who asked why 1 trusted no 
one, I wanted to be accepted, yet I 
was different...1 wanted...and there 
was nothing except the drugs.

“ I t ’ s many years down what 
started a very rough road. I was one 
o f the lucky ones. 1 cannot forget 
the loneliness. I cannot forget my 
beginnings and maybe, just maybe 
with my music and my experience I 
can reach one or two young 
people,”  he explained.

Meet Dick Glass, five feet six 
inches tall, composer o f more than 
150 songs that have been recorded 
by him self and others, college 
graduate (12 credit hours o f 
achieving a doctorate degree in 
Communications Arts and sciences) 
and concert promoter. Add to this 
list of accomplishments the release 
of nine albums on major labels like 
Twentieth Century Fox, Motown, 
RCA, Capital, and performances in 
major concert halls like Carneige 
Hall, Madison Square Garden, the 
Chicago Opera House, and Cobo 
Hall in Detroit to mention a few, 
and one begans to get a clear picture 
o f his status in the music world.

Dick’s message to the youths o f 
Exodus House was very basic but 
penetrating, “ You are the best 
friend you have, therefore, it is im­
portant that you communicate with 
yourself, which w ill allow you to 
discover a whole new person.”  On 
this note, he began his performance.

Backed by musical accomplish­
ments as long as any you’ ll find in 
the music business, Dick is no 
Johnny come lately to the world o f 
drugs. He grew up in Troy, New 
York, a runaway at age 14, a junkie 
at 18, a biker, a hitch hicker, a 
angry, frustrated and sometimes 
violent young man, trying to cope 
with the pressures o f youthhood. At 
age ten, he formed a friendship with 
the son o f a local Black minister 
which brought to surface many 
racial hostilities that caused Dick 
and Rudy (the Black minister’s son)

many painful days and nights. The 
majority of Troy's residents wasn’t 
ready for any type o f friendship be­
tween a ten year o’d Black and a ten 
year old Jew.

Dick recalls: "Rudy and 1 had to 
physically fight other youngsters 
whose parents were drilling racial 
hate into their minds. So we decided 
to start taking Karate, and soon we 
became know as the “ Fearsome 
Twosome.”  We looked out for each 
other. We were each o ther’ s 
strength, even at that age. We could 
talk to each other about things we 
couldn’ t talk to our parents about.

“ I remember the day Rudy came 
to me crying, his bicycle broken, his 
head split open and bleeding. 
Crying, he asked me ‘what is it like 
to be white?’ I told him that 1 didn’ t 
really know because o f the treat­
ment 1 had been getting. Then I 
asked him what it was like to be 
Black, and he pointed to his head. 
That particular scene stuck in my 
mind, and 1 vowed not to ever sub­
scribe or adopt w ith in  my life  
philosophy, any form of racist prac­
tices, doctrines or beliefs.”

During the 50s, Dick found him­
self in Boston playing guitar, going 
to college and eventually ending up 
working at a Boston coffeehouse, 
the Golden Vanity. A fter awhile, 
the owner turned the running of the 
business over to him, which 
provided his first break into show 
business.

“ Theodore Bikel was a regular 
act, Joan Baez was performing for 
S12.5O a night, there was the arrival 
o f the Kingston Trio and the firing 
o f Bob Dylan because I didn’ t like 
his voice and style o f singing. The 
Kingston Trio put The Vanity on the 
map, and I was then able to hire 
performers I really liked and could 
learn from : Sonny Terry and 
Brownie McGee, John Lee Hooker 
and the like,”  he said.

A fter Boston, he came to New 
York, where he played the coffee­
houses with performers unknown at 
the time, but soon to become 
great...Mama Cass, Josh White, 
Woody Allen, David Frye, and a 
stand up Black student comedian 
from Temple University named Bill 
Cosby. As he moved into the sixties, 
he found him self backing such 
notables as Jimi Hendrix, Donovan,
Blood, Sweat & Tears to mention a 
few.

He has chosen to reside in the 
State o f Oregon and his per­
formances before young audiences 
have been more than well received. 
For example, during a recent 
concert in Beaverton, the audience 
numbered almost 300 hundred; not 
so much because o f his status in the

music world, but because the kids 
had heard that he was bringing a 
message worth hearing. And altho 
very excited about the reception his 
concerts have generated, he is quick 
to point out, “ I ’m not a preacher. 1 
do not believe in preaching to the 
kids. I simply let them know that 
there are a lot of us grown-ups who 
care about them; that their potential 
is much greater than anyone can 
ever make them believe; that they 
can deal with present societal 
pressures without having to rely on 
drugs of any kind; that they have a 
right to think for themselves, make 
decisions and if  the decisions come 
out bad, then they have a right to 
make good on it,”

In his message to the youths of 
Exodus House, he stressed the im­
portance o f communication be­
tween youths, parents and the larger 
com m unity. As parents and 
educators, we must share the reality 
o f words with our children...W e 
must make those words simple and 
easy to understand. We must realize 
that the world o f children is much 
different than our own, thus making 
it sometime d iff ic u lt  to com­
municate. He has found that when 
kids don’ t understand the language 
being used by grown-ups, they tend 
to clam up, become afraid to com­
municate their own ideas and 
feelings. Oftentimes, the end result 
is the escape to drugs.

His message continues; man is 
basically good, but man must 
develop new values if  we are to sur­
vive. And in our local communities, 
we must take responsibility or the 
worst w ill happen; community 
against community, children against 
parents, and on a larger scale, 
nation against nation, the seeds for 
destruction have already been plant­
ed, and are growing up around our 
feet, and war should be made 
illegal.

Among the youths at Exodus 
House there was ju b ilica tio n , 
cheers, hand-clapping and speeches 
made in honor o f D ick’s.perfor­
mance; a performances he gives for 
free, which is best explained in the 
words o f L. Ron Hubbard: “ When 
a society forgets about its ’ children, 
it forgets about its ’ future. ”  These 
youths showed that they appreciated 
the caring. So did Dick Glass.

His performances are free o f 
charge, and any community 
organization wishing further infor­
mation as to his availability (in be­
tween concert tours) are asked to 
call Meredith Burke, at 774-3128.

Thank you Dick Glass fo r  coming 
to the Black community, and 
sharing with us, your brand o f  
humanity.
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Mushrooms
Fancy Fresh Dole
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No. 1 New White Potatoes 4 . ‘ 1
Schultz Liquid Plant Food ’ 1 *’
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Prices effective Wed Juty 23 thru Tues Jufv 29 

at all Portland Metro area Safeway Stores

SAFEWAY

Forest soil filters our water, and trees of the forest release large amounts of water into 
the atmosphere through their foliage.

Victor Hugo published his 
last great work at the age 
of 81.
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Benj. Franklin
(Continued from Page 1 Col 6) 
movement but has since resigned 
from the position of treasurer.”

At its May 19th meeting the Benj. 
Franklin Board of Directors adopt­
ed an official policy toward political 
participation o f employees and o f­
ficers. "F inancia l support by the 
association o f political candidates 
may be used in support o f any 
political candidate or political par­
ty. That would include donations of 
money or supplies o f any kind, 
preparation o f any campaign

parties or political parties in any 
form  is s trictly forbidden by the 
Hatch Act and Association policy is 
dedicated to carrying out the Hatch 
Act provisions as to the spirit o f the 
act as well as to its stated provisions. 
No contributions either in money, 
personnel time on the job, office 
space or association supplies or 
equipment shall be used to support 
candidates or po litica l parties. 
Possible conflict with the Hatch Act 
provisions or Board policy may 
result in employment termination."

A memo to officers, department 
heads and branch managers says, 
“ No resource o f the Association

material, use of company resources 
such as office space, telephones, 
etc., as well as labor o f any officer 
or employee during working hours 
and/or Association premise...The 
law is clear and penalties severe.”

When Bob Hazen organized the 
recall committee he announced that 
the organizing meeting would be 
held at Benj. F ranklin  and that 
space and telephone service for the 
recall coordinator, Carlos Rivera, 
would be provided in the head­
quarters building, the office was 
subsequently moved to the offices 
o f The Turner Group, an adver­
tising agency.

See TROYS UNIQUE 
HOLDING TANKS!

Troy’s has unique ‘'live’’ hold­
ing tanks with circulating, filtered 
salt wftter, to make tonight's dinner 
from today’s catch. Throughout the 
year you'll find everything from 
trout, crab and flounder to lobster 
and clams alive for your inspection.
Choose from more than 100 differ­
ent fish and shellfish items. Ship­
ments arrive daily, seafood from all 
over the world to assure you the 
largest selection, freshest seafood 
and the best quality available.
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