
Education ticket to adventure
By M ichael Richardson

“ One c r it ic is m  th a t I have o f
Blacks in P ortland  is that they do 
not utilize the media effectively. The 
media molds m ind, shape thought 
pa tte rns , and create fads. I f  the 
Blacks don’ t play a role in the media 
they w ill be lost in the shu ttle .”

Ullysses Tucker J r ., B lack host 
fo r "D ia logue, ”  a weekly ta lk  show 
on P o rtla n d ’ s K P TV -C hanne l 12, 
answers his own personal critic ism  
w ith personal involvement.

T u cke r p o in ts  to  the  lack o f  
p roper feedback fro m  the B lack 
c o m m u n ity  to  v a rio u s  fo rm s  o f  
media. “ The Western w orld  is built 
upon the w ritten w ord, Blacks w ill 
to become aware o f  feedback chan­
nels and how  to  w r ite  le tte rs  to  
stations and let the media know that 
we are ou t there, b lacks have to  
demand qua lity  program m ing. I f  we 
don ’ t complain about the bad things 
we see on T .V ., the people who con­
t r o l  the m ed ia  w il l  assume th a t 
everything is cool.

“ F o r exam ple  check o u t the 
movies like  Buck Rogers, B attle - 
S tar G a la tica , S tar W ars, o r any 
program fo r that m atter. How many 
Blacks do you see? D o they have 
plans fo r us? This is a te ll-ta le sign 
o f  the fu tu re , because a ll o f  his 
science fic tion  comes true. It is not 
that I am being pessimistic, but 1 am 
try ing  to be logical, and I realize this 
is a re a c tio n a ry  s ta te m e n t. One 
th ing that really bothers me is that 
B lacks are ask ing  “ W hats  h a p ­
p e n in g "  and i t ’ s because nobody 
knows. This is 1980 and in 20 years 
we w ill have reached the year 2000. 
“ Masters”  student explains how ne 
received a start at K P T V . “ A t the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  P o r t la n d , a th ree  
credit in ternsh ip  is required, after 
ch e ck in g  w ith  v a rio u s  s ta tio n s  
Channel 12 agreed to  accept me.
A fte r the internship introduced me 
to  d if fe re n t d e p a rtm e n ts  o f  the 
station. I decided that I w ould like 
to  w o rk  in  e ithe r p u b lic  a ffa irs , 
p ro m o tio n , o r news. U ltim a te ly  I 
was hired in public a ffa irs .”

When questioned about how he 
received his jo b  as a ta lk  show host 
so qu ick ly , why he was chosen, and 
w hat he re ac tions  w ere. T u cke r 
came s tra igh t to  the p o in t. “ The 
reason I was h ire d  to  be the 
producer o f  the show is that K P TV  
needed Black program m ing at the 
tim e . Several people had tr ie d  to  
implement a show but e ffo rts  failed.
1 was the firs t one to  stick it out. I 
was in the righ t place at the right 
t im e . K P T V  w an ted  to  do 
something about their lack o f  Black 
program m ing and they chose me fo r 
the  jo b  because o f  my 
qua lifica tions , a ttitude , and drive. 
When 1 was hired fo r  the show it

Ullyases Tucker, Jr., talks with

was like  m aking  me a lin k  to  the 
Black com m unity.

P rio r to  his com ing to the U n iver­
s ity o f  P o rtla n d , Tucker attended 
S ou theaste rn  nebraska  J u n io r  
C o llege  w here he a cq u ire d  an 
associate o f  a rts  degree in  jo u r ­
nalism in 1977.

T ucke r was a basketba ll p layer 
du ring  his days at S.E. Nebraska 
and when asked about his basketball 
skills, he replied, ” 1 always wanted 
to  p lay p ro fess iona l baske tba ll, I 
s till haven't got it out o f  my system 
yet. But after I saw that I cou ldn ’ t 
play on that level, I realized thdKJ 
had to  channel my energies in a d if ­
fe re n t d ire c t io n . In  the  fu tu re  I 
w ould like to be a professional spor­
tscaster fo r the N .B .A .”

T u c k e r, the  o ldes t o f  seven 
children, advice to young people is, 
“ get your schooling, develop your
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w riting  and speaking skills and carry 
w ith  you  A r i to ta l ia n  lo g ic  and 
western though ts , because believe 
me the m a jo rity  ru les.”

I f  no one know s w hat is hap ­
pening by now, then it seems that 
they are de fina te ly  in  troub le , the 
space age is com ing and we must 
prepare our children a lso.”

T u c k e r feels th a t “ the biggest 
problem  in Portland lies in the root 
o f  the  e d u ca tio n a l sys tem .”  The 
average B lack goes to  school 9.6 
years, which puts him  at the fresh­
man level in high school. I f  there 
was incen tive  he p ro b a b ly  w ou ld  
continue, otherwise he usually ends 
up in ja il o r in the streets. Once you 
have an education, your avenues are 
much clearer, you ’ ve got to  have to 
get.

Does Tucker support the Black

U n ite d  F ron t?  “ W h o le h ea rte d ly , 
but on the other hand and this may

sound like a contrad iction ; 1 used to 
pray to get bussed because I atten­
ded poor public schools. A fte r a ll 
the whites le ft W ashington, D .C ., 
fo r the suburbs and private schools, 
the qua lity  o f the inner city schools 
went down. A ll I wanted to do was 
be around qua lity  education •- the 
system here could im prove greatly i f  
you upgrade the teachers and the 
q u a lity  o f  education in  the B lack 
n e ig hbo rhood .”  T ucker feels that 
housing is also a problem in P o rt­
land. “ W ith  the price o f gas as it is, 
many people are starting to move in- 
towards the c ity  in tu rn  pu tting  a 
squeeze on the B lack popu la tio n . 
R e n o va tio n  o f  o ld e r houses are 
ra is in g  the p rices o f  them , 
econom ica lly  p lac ing  low  incom e 
Blacks out o f the p ic tu re .”
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Burnside agencies protest
The Burnside C om m unity  C oun­

cil called fo r a picket o f  the U nited 
W ay C o lum b ia  W illam e tte  agency 
at the ir headquarters,

The picket was called to  protest 
the recent denial o f  a $50,000 grant 
to  the B u rn s id e  C o n s o rtiu m , an 
u m b re lla  p la n n in g , fu n d in g  and 
adm inistrative agency fo r the B urn­
side area. The gran t, i f  approved, 
w ou ld  have been d is tr ib u te d  to  a 
n um be r o f  B u rn s id e -se rv in g  
agencies. U nited W ay o ffic ia ls  were 
scheduled to  meet w ith  the Burnside 
C onsortium  on M onday, June 30th 
to  explain why the grant request was 
turned down.

M ichae l S toops, B .C .C . boa rd  
member, calls the recent denial o f  
funds  fo r  B urns ide  in d ic a tiv e  o f  
how  U n ite d  W ay d o lla rs  are 
generally a llocated. “ The poorest

Chatman addresses engineers
By Kath ryn  H. Bogle

Some 1800 n u c le a r E ng inee rs , 
and others involved in the fie ld o f 
nuclear engineering, listened w ith  
approval when Vernon Chatman o f 
the P o rtla n d  U rb a n  League ad ­
dressed them  re ce n tly . The 
engineers were in Las Vegas fo r a 
na tiona l Nuclear Engineering con­
ference, and Chatman had the rare 
d is tinc tion, as a non-engineer to  ad­
dress the group.

C ha tm an ’ s message, concerning 
the m in o r i ty  w o rk s h o p  in 
E n g inee ring , ca rr ie d  p lans fo r  a 
p o w e rfu l th ru s t fo r  a ttra c t in g  
p o te n tia l engineers fro m  am ong 
m in o r ity  s tuden ts  a ro u n d  the 
n a tio n . C ha tm an , in  ou ts tand ing  
plans, could draw upon his personal 
experience tow ard this e ffo rt.

C hatm an and D r. Lee Petticord 
o f  the  S choo l o f  E n g in e e rin g  at 
O regon  S tate U n iv e rs ity  have 
worked together in Oregon several 
months ago in the orig ina l venture 
under the sponsorship o f the P ort­
land G enera l E le c tr ic  C om pany . 
P ac ific  N orthw est Bell Telephone 
com pany was a co-sponsor o f this 
successful firs t e ffo rt, the a ffa ir , an 
a ll-d a y  syym p o s iu m , served to  
a cq u a in t h igh  schoo l sen io r 
m ino rity  students w ith the exciting 
and re w a rd in g  careers a w a it in g  
them in engineering. Equally im po r­
tant, the students were to ld  how to 
atta in these careers w ith  well direc­
ted study but w ith little  o r no cash 
necessary.

“ The body o f  nuclear engineers 
gathered at Las Vegas gave evidence 
th a t they th in k  h ig h ly  o f  o u r 
p ro p o s a l,”  sta ted C h a tm a n . 
“ Agreement was reached as the the 
methods we may use in ins titu ting  
and implem enting the project on a 
national leve l."

The engineers w ill use the “ fin a n ­
c ia l a rm ”  o f  the  N a tio n a l 
E n g in e e rin g  S oc ie ty  ca lled  
“ N E E D ”  to attend the costs o f  the 
p ro je c t. Each o f  the lo ca l 
eng inee ring  socie ties a ro u n d  the 
nation w ill decide whether o r not to  
p a rtic ip a te  w ith  the nearest loca l 
Urban League o ffice , the National 
U rb a n  League w il l  do  its  p a rt 
th rough  any o f  its 117 in d iv id u a l 
lo ca l o ff ic e s  in  the  n a tio n  by 
g a th e r in g  in te re s te d  m in o r i ty  
students in their area.

“ In  th is  w ay, w herever the

Engineering Society o f  a given area 
sees a need and wishes to  establish 
the co o p e ra tiv e  a c tio n  in  th e ir  
c o m m u n ity , the p ro g ra m  can be 
launched by them ,”  says Chatman.

The o rig ina l M in o r ity  W orkshop, 
held in Portland in December, 1979 
at the  S h e ra tio n  L lo y e d  C ente r 
H ote l, registered nearly 200 students 
and th e ir  p a re n ts , a cco rd in g  to  
Chatm an. He pointed out that in at­
tendance were students o f diverse 
ethic backgrounds, includ ing  Black, 
Asian, H ispanic, and Greek young 
women and men.

ne ighborhood  in the state cannot 
seem to  get United W ay dollars to 
he lp  the  poorest peop le  m ost in  
need. United Way is a m iddle class 
in s t i tu t io n  fu n d in g  m id d le  class 
pro jects,”  says Stoops.

“ B urside-serving agencies have 
been try ing  to get tied in to  United 
Way fo r years. One Burnside agency 
has been try in g  fo r  a lm ost seven 
years. They applied last year and 
were rejected on the grounds that 
United Way would prefer to channel 
m oney in to  the n e ig h b o rh o o d  
through the newly-formed Burnside 
C o n so rtiu m , the C o n so rtiu m  ap­
plies and is also re jected. U n ited  
Way tells the C onsortium  to apply 
again next year,”  says Stoops.

"T h e  trouble w ith  this continual 
runaround is that the neighborhood 
is never sure that we w ill ever get 
any money from  U nited W ay.”
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4th of July SALE!!
Best Foods
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1 8

SAFEWAY

SAFIWAY SUPER COUPON I  SAFEWAY SUPER COUPON

*1
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Paper Towels
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Your Choice ol Coupons 
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ork &  Beans
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12-Pak Beer

’-lb.
Rotisserie Roast . ’2"
Boneless Top Sirloin t -  . ‘3“  
Round Tip Steak , ‘2M
Sliced Bacon 4 98*
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9  Light Spread 
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♦  Cocktail Ice
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Choo« l'aio F wort« Tn»

M-oo. tfc» _ I m  7» o».

SUKt SOLID
Deodorant
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