Beyond revolution: A new unified Central America

By Thomas Brom

Managua, Nicaraga (PNS) -- Less
than a year after nationalist
guerrillas forced Anastasio Somoza
into exile, domino theories pre-
Occupy the thinking of both U.S,
and Nicaraguan officials here. But
the Sandinista view envisions a
return to Central American unity
not the facturing of regional
stability so feared in W ashington

““This is my dream,"’ says Fr
Miguel d’Escoto, a U.S. - educated
Maryknoll priest who is now the
Nicaraguan foreign minister. He
pulls a treasured keepsake from his
pocket, a large silver coin from the
short-lived Central American
Republic of 1824-39

"“"We are a common people with a
common history,"”” he savs. ‘**We
regard ourselves as a single state in
the process of reunification,”"

D’Escoto’s vision is as much
religious as political, drawing on the
long history of Catholic Church
participation in the governments of
Central Amerca. The first con
stituent assembly of the Federation
ot Central America in 1823 chose a
priest as its president. More than a
century and a half later, priests hold
office in four ministries of the San
dinista government, and work at all
levels of the Nicaraguan Literacy
Crusade.

The first Central American
Republic disintegrated under a
British naval blockade of the
Nicaraguan coast in the 1840s. As a
result, Great Britain assumed con
trol of the lucrative tobacco
monopoly in the country. The
strategy of divide and conquer even-
tually produced a chain of **banana
republics’” that was never entirely
docile, but until now was easily ex
ploited.

The new Sandinista government
bears a keen sense of historical in
justice, from conquering Spain and
Britain as well as from more recent
U.S. support from Latin American
dictatoships. Yet the Central
American internationalism that
remains is truly remarkable.

‘““We look upon the people of El
Salvador as our brothers,”" d'Escoto
says. ‘‘We are no longer
Nicaraguans; we are Central
Americans."’

Free Nicaragua is preoccupied
with the daily battles in El Salvador
and Guatemala, guerrilla wars that
could lead to Central American
Znity under a non aligned banner in
the 1980s. But d’Escoto also fears
that the bloody civil war in El
Salvador will mean the greater
likelihood of direct U.S. action in
Central America.

““What I fear is that the U.S. may
be planning direct intervention in El
Salvador,'" he says. ‘‘The result
would be the vietnamization of Cen-
tral America. We are six states but
regard ourselves as one nation. We
would respond.”’

U.S. ambassador to Nicaragua
Lawrence Pezzullo dismisses the

possibility of U.S. military in
volvement in the region. “*The
Scandinistras are unusually sensitive
to the threat of invasion," he says
from the heavily-guarded U.S. em-
bassy in Managua. **The possibility
of U.S. invasion is absolutely ab
surd, although there is no question
that there are rightists who would be
inierested. "’

Sandinista internationalism
begins with the unique blend of
Church and revolution that marks
the new government. In a typical
policy statement, minister of culture
Fr. Ernesto Cardenal, a Irappist
Illllllk, S5d¥s [hL‘ recent assassination
ol Archbishop Oscar Romero was
"*a redemptive death for the people
of El Salvador.”

At the request of the Sandinista
Front and the Nicaraguan gover-
nment, the archbishop of Managua
held a memorial mass for Romero in
the Plaza of the revolution that
drew 40,000 people on jusi eight
hours notice. Priests working with
peasants in El Salvador have so
angered the right wing parties there
that one leader recently promised on
local television that **Jesuit blood
will flow."’

Nicaraguan
revolutions next door, however, is
more than spiritual. Young volun
teers, or muchachos, have repor
tedly joined the fight in El Salvador,
prompting the U.S. government to
loan neighboring Honduras ten
helicopters to patrol Nicaragua's
northern border. At the same time,
approximately 7,000 rightist troops
of the former national Guard have
base camps in Honduras and
Guatemala and are ready to fight
tor the present military leaders in
those countries

“The presence of muchachos in

support for the

El Salvador worries us,'" Pessullo

says. ""The evidence is now very
sketchy the secret session of
Congress duting debate of the
Nicaraguan aid bill included a CIA
briefing about the matter.

*“Numbers are of no great con
cern at this time. What does concern
us is whether this is a conscious ac
tion by the Nicaraguan government,
or just national feelings ol
solidarity,”’

Central American solidarity led
by Nicaragua apparently is the last
thing Washington -- or the Vatican
- wants. Pexxullo's fears of a wider
leftist revolution are echoed in the
U.S. Congress, which attached 16
amendments to the Nicaraguan aid
package. They include provisions
terminating
**Nicaragua is aiding, abetting, or
supporting acts of violence or
terrorism in other countries,”’ or if
Cuban

assistance it

Soviet  or
stationed inside Nicaragua. The
U.S. also pledges to support other
Central American governments
against ‘“terrorism and external
subversion.”

Last month the House of
Representatives added fuel to the
controversy by eliminating $5.5
million in military sales and training

lroops are

 Bits and Pieces

By Ruth Spencer

James A. Loving, son of Mrs.
Vesia Loving and Mr. James
Loving, is an architect at ABC
studio in Hollywood, California.
James, age 24, designs sets for
movie stars.

Ronnie Herndon, Co-chairman
of the Black United Front is attend-
ing a conference of the National
Black United Front convention in
Brooklyn, New York.

People are amused at Mrs.
Jeanette Gate's statement before the
Portland School Board that the
district is 30 years behind in
organization and specialization, and
at the same time, pleading with the
Board to retain the person respon-
sible.

Ms. Freddye Petett will attend the
Delta Sigma Theta Regional Con-
ference in San Diego, June 26-28.
Ms, Petett will also attend the

Council of black Studies convening
at Princeton, N.J., June 29th.

Mrs. Susie Patterson is vaca
tioning with friends in Las Vegas.

Louis Plummer, a retired attor-
ney, and Mrs. Lelia Watson, a
retired teacher, were the house
guests of Mr. Herman Plummer,
their brother, while visiting their ill
sister, Mrs. Lois Renfro.

The Reverend Herbert Daughtry,
chairman of the New York Black
United Front said, ‘““The condition
of our people have reached
genocidal dimensions. In subtle and
blatant ways, individually and
collectively, we are being killed all
day long.”’

Lynda Thompson, Santa Cruz,

California is visiting her parents Mr.
and Mrs. Vernon Thompson. Mrs,

funds for Nicaragua by a wide
margin

**The vote on the amendment was
no accident,”” said sponsor Rep.
Robert Bauman (R)Md.). **We have
got nothing back from all the aid we
have poured into Nicaragua but
bile.""
Foreign minister d’Escoto is par-
ticularly resentful of the U.S. at-
titude toward the 2,000 Cuban
teachers and doctors in Nicaragua.
T'he $75 million specifically forbids
spending for any school **which
would house, employ, or be made
available to Cuban personnel.”

“U.S. Congressmen think that
someone else will now control us,’
¢'Feeoto responds. *‘But they are
wrong. We are not a political harlot
to be sold to the highest bidder."’

After months of lobbying in
Washington for the much-needed
assistance, several Nicaraguan of-
ticials now say their government
may turn down the $75 million if the
amendments are not dropped.

"1t 1s a mystery to me,"’ sighs Fr.
Fernando Cardenal, the Jesuit priest
who leads the Nicaraguan Literacy
Crusade, “*how the U.S. can con-
tinue to make the same mistakes
throughout Central America.”

The Vatican too has tried to blunt
the Nicaraguan drive to spread the
Sandinista revolution throughout
Central America. the seven
Nicaraguan bishops who endorsed
socialism in 1979 recently traveled
to Rome for a meeting with the
Pope. They were followed shortly
by Fr. Ernesto Cardenal, who was
summoned to explain himself. The
Pope’s recent directive against
priests serving in public office may
have been intended more for
Nicaragua than for Congressman
Drinan of Massachusetts,

Ambassador Pessullo seems baf-
fled by the Sandinista crusade
drawing the Church and
revolutionaries together in Latin
America. *‘Certainly there is a Cen-
tral American sense,”’ he admits.
““There should be closer ties, and
reactivation of the Central
American Common Market. But
this should not be a unity of
movements that might threaten
some nations."’

D’Escoto, fingering the old coin
of the Central American Republic,
says with Christian certainty, **At
the level of the people, Central
America is one. It is not yet one at
the level of governments.”’
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Everybody wins

for trying our
First Day & Night

Teller machine.

Give us a few moments
of your time and you're
guaranteed to walk away
awinner at First National
Bank.

A grand week
in the Bahamas.

[t you're the grand prize

winner, Delta Air Lines 1s
ready when vou are to whisk
vou and a friend away for a
week's stay in the Bahamas.
You'll fly first class to Atlanta
| for a night's stay and dinner
at the luxurious Peachtree
| Plaza. Then continue on the
next morning to Nassau,
Fhere a special envoy from
the Bahamas Ministry of

Tourism will greet you.

The VIP treatment will
continue with deluxe
accommodations at the
Nassau H('.‘Ii‘h Hotel on
beautiful Cable Beach, an
exciting island tour, cabaret
show and $1000 in Visa
Travelers Cheques. It's all
part of the grand
prize. Andt's
better in the
Bahamas.

addition to
the grand
prize winner,
there will be a
winner-70 n all
from each First Day &
Night Teller location.

exciting weekend for
Hilton or the newly-

Resort. Local

winners also will

receive $100 in Visa
Travelers Cheques.
Dilly Bars for
everyone.

us show you how

our First Day &

Night Teller
machines can make
banking easier, we'll
give you a delicious Dilly
Bar from any
participating Dairy
Queen. But don't delay,
offer ends June 27

Portland Observer June 28, 1980 Page 3

Flatter Fit Frames -

especially for you! This new frame, available in
several different styles is designed to look good and
feel good! See Flatterfit frames NOW at all
convenient offices of Dr. Anderson Optometrists!

Optometric Eye Exam, All Types Contact Lenses, Visa & Mastercharge

Dr. A ndenson Optometriots
al & Columbian Optical sffices

Downtown Lloyd Center Eastport Oregon City
631 S W. Alder 288-5392 |  771-3233 i Shopping Center
223- 2171 656-9727

sut @ ypear
Ors. S. Anderson, E. Briggs, R. Hallquist, K. Leitzel. W. Siddens

7&?&«&%:’46&%?0«24*

are open 24 hours a day,

Choose between an
two at the Agate Beach

remodeled KAH-NEE-TA

Just for letting

See how today.

irst National
-for-all

Around-the-clock
banking
convenience.

First National now has
70 First Day & Night Teller
locations. That's more than
any other bank in the state.

Simple to use, our First
Day & Night Teller machines

customers say, “That's my
bank.”

seven days a
week, 365
days a year.
S0 vou can

See contest rules below,

K Copyrght 1980 Am O @ Corp

bank
} —— CONTEST HULES
whenever 1. You may enter by accepting a free demonsiration of
i .H I)t'ﬂt fl w the First Day & Might Teller machine at any one of 70
locations throughout the State of Oregon and depositing
\-'I '-‘“‘ the entry blanks in the maching Sweepslakes starty
. " June 16, 1980 and ends June 27 1980
_!\ (‘l'd 2. Al residents of the United States 18 years of age or
- older are ehgible except empioyses and thair immediate
cash? tamilies of First National Bank of Oregon . its attiliates

and subsidiaries
3 One week and rig will be awarded a participant at
each of 70 First Day & Might Telier locations Week-snd
trips include two nights lodging lor two at winner s
choice of either the Agate Beach Milton or KAM NEE TA
Resort and $100 in Visa Travelers ( haques Winners
must provide their own transportation
4. Al participants  sxcepl week-and trip winners e
ehigible for the grand prize
8. The grand prize includes first Class travel 1o Nassau
Bahamas wia Deita Air Lines and hotel accommodations
for two at the Nassau Beach Hotel for sis ghts and
$1.000 in Visa Travelers Cheques
& Winners will be determined for the week end prizes
and the grand prize by a series of random draw ngs
under the supervision of Ernst & Wh nney an
independent accounting firm whose decision is | nal
1. Winners will be notifie by mail at the address shown
on their entry within 30 days from the closing date af the
sweepsiakes Al prizes not accepted within 30 days wil
not b ded No substitute prizes are permitted
B Tax ity 0n all prizes will be the sole responsibility
i prize winners No transaction other than the
demonsiralion or purchase. is necessary 1o win
9 Sweepstakes void where prohibited by Federal State
3 local laws of regulations
10, All eniries must bear the legible name and address of
the participant
1. Prizes are non-transferable. and hotel
dccommodations and transportation are subiect 1o
availability of reservations Week end trips and grand
prize must be used by December 15 1980
12. Each winner is solely responsibie for his own actions
and hereby agrees to hold First National Bank of Oregon
harmiess fram any habiiity ansing in connechon with
sch irip uniess such habtwiity arises solely from the
bank s neghgence

Withdraw it
from your savings
or checking account at any
First Day & Night Teller
machine. Want to make a
fll'llil‘\”.
transter
money from
one account
Lo
another,
or find
out your
dAccount
balances? You can do all that,
too, at any First Day & Night
leller machine,

Our Show & Tellers will
give you a personal

demonstration of just how
easy a First Day & Night
Teller machine is to use.

First Day & Night Teller
service. Another of the many
reasons why First National

FIRST
NATIONAL
BANK

OF OREGON

A WESTERN BANCORPORATION BANK
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