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LESTERW. BUTTS

By Peter Scorr

It may sound hard to believe, but
there are schools that students and

their parents are clamoring to get

some than other high-

school principals in the city. He has

respects

many ol the same top-notch staft
members he had when he opened the

school in 1963, Samuel Hill, one ot

into. One of them is Atlanta’s his assistant principals, and Juanita
Frederick Douglass High School Daniels, the other, have been with

Phis yvear, out of about 600 him since the school opened.
requests from parents in Area One I'wo of his key dL‘i‘-IIIﬂlL‘Ill
tor student transters, halt ot them

were tor Douglass, according to
'homas Rudolph, assistant area
superintendent.

"1 know a lot of people who live
with their grandparents in the area
Just to go to Douglass,”” senior Gary
Smith sad

“It’s the only school | ever
thought about going to.”

['wo Alabama vouths, Harronald
Axlexander ot Tuskegee Institute
and Raymond Young ol Anniston,
ca.ae to hive with relatives for an
education at Douglass

Douglass is an imposing modern
three-story, cggshell-colored, air
conditioned brick structure that sits
among a row ol modest houses and

churches ar 225 Hightower Road

chairmen, Juanita Long in math
and Valeria Lockett in English, also
have been by his side since the
school opened

As an clementary principal
working at both the Carey and
Williams elementary schools, Butts
got an early introduction to many ol
the students he later served as high
school principal

Butts, always neatly attired, can
seldom be found sitting in his office,
He walks the halls of the Douglass
campus frequently, checking on the
education ot the 2,100 plus students
at the city’s largest high school. He
is usually the only one in the halls
and the only sounds to be heard are
those coming from instructors and

students inside the classrooms

nto trouble,

Students at Douglass, like other
ciy schools, are required to carry
hall passes when they must be in the
halls. At lunchtime, students must
remain an the cateteria until their 30
minute lunch period ends.

Students who violate rules are
counseled and punished. Students
with drugs and those who get in-
volved in tights can expect to be
dealt with swittly,

In separate letters recently, two
tormer students wrote Butts to
thank him for his counsel, which
they said changed their disruptive
acts at school and is now leading
them to more productive hives

Butts 1s a soft-spoken man, bui
his reputation as a hard nosed, no
nonesense school administrator is
widespread. While some schools
hind themselves beset by outsiders
hanging around their campuses
disrupting classes, Douglass is not

Some high-school principals do
not have student assemblies because
they cannot keep order Douglass
has had as many as three during a
week.

Like most other high schools in
the city, 70 percnt of the students
enrolled at Douglass are getting tree

meals Its
enrollment ranges from the very
wealthy to the poorest. Students at
Douglass come trom the Collier
Heights, the Hightower-Baker roads
area, Dixie Hills and Bowen Homes
and Bankhead Courts

Al a recent honors programs,
honor

or  reduced-price

students included students
from all those communities.

When the first class graduated
from Douglass in 1970, 15 percent
ol the graduates honor
graduates. Since then, 3,542
graduates have lett and more than

were

20 percent were honor graduates.

Fhe percentages of students con
tinuing  their education atrer
graduation has grown from i8.9
percent to more than 65 percent
For the first time this year, the
school has a semibinalist tor the
National Merit Scholarship
Program. More than 350 students
took the Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude Test this year

Graduates of the school are NoOw
holding down such jobs as doctors,
lawyers, nurses, thght attendants,
accountants, engineers, teachers,
mechanics,

protessional enter

data and

tainers,
bankers

processors
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Butts returned to his job.

Butts, a slightly built man stand-
ing just about 5-feet-6, looks like he
ought to be in some corporate board

“"the way to measure what he is

Butts is  viewed as strict
disciplinarian,

He looks upon his actions as
examples of caring

““I don't think | am a strict
disciplinarian. I try to present alter-

natives to students.’
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