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The 54th Regiment was the first

Black division from the north to

serve in the Civil War. This monument on the Boston Common is
dedicated to these soldiers who volunteered their services to the
cause rather than accept a wage less than that of white soliders.
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descent possess the pride, courage
and devotion of patriot soldiers.
180,000 such Americans enlisted

that explores the history of the
Beacon Hill area during the 1800s

Boston's 25,000 inhabitants were of
Atrican descent. The city became a
major station on the Underground
Railroad to Canada and a haven for
escaped slaves. But with the passage
of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1850
this growth slowed. Even though the
Massachusetts Supreme Court
abolished slavery throughout the
state in 1783 this national law of
mid- 1800 gave Southern owners
legal sanction to retrieve their run-
away slaves.
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