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Can the U.S. live with revolution in Central America?
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the U.S. has shifteu from its
historically interventio ' policy to
one of live-and-let-live.

The Carter Administration has
made efforts to slow the pace ot
revolution and to pressure existing
regimes for basic reforms which
might defuse massive discontent.
But U.S. also seems to have
accepted the necessity of some
degree of revolution in the region.
The fundamental problem we
share with our neighbors is not that
defending stability in the face of
revolution,”’ under Secretary ol \
State Warren Christopher told the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee in December. *'It is to
build a more stable, equitable and
pluralistic order. That is the
challenge of Nicaragua, and it is the
challenge throughout the region."’
In fact, Nicaragua has been the
acid test for the new policy. Few
nations have had so long or sorry a
history of U.S. intervention in their
internal affairs. With the exception
of one year, marines were stationed
in that nation from 1912 until 1933.
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Instead of threatening big stick
diplomacy, the Carter
Administration evidently prefers
trying to convince Nicaragua that as
long as a significant degree ot
economic and political pluralism 1s
encouraged, along with a respect for
human rights, the U.S. will not
impede its social revolution.

Such an attitude stands in stark
contrast to that of previous ad-
ministrations. Under Eisenhower,
the CIA helped deny Cheddi Jagan
an electoral victory in Guyana,
promoted a revolution o topple a
left-leaning regime in Guatemala,
and began efforts -- expanded by
Kennedy -- to overthrow Castro in
Cuba. Lyndon Johnson sent more
than 200,000 troops to the
Dominican Republic in 1965 to
prevent a leftist revolution. And
from 1970 to 1973, the Nixon
Administration engaged In a
massive and ultimately successful

campaign to topple the socialist t
government of Salvador Allende in
Chile \

““The fundamental mistake we
make,”’ said Sen. Ed Zorinsky (D.-
Neb.), chairman of the subcommit-
tee on Western Hemisphere Affairs,
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