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TO  B U IL D  A  PEN
By David Crawford

The wolf slid effortlessly along the 
path through the woods. As he 
passed between the remains o f two 
fallen giants he sensed a wrongness 
in the narrow path ahead. But before 
he could stop to puzzle it out the 
ground erupted with steel teeth and 
burning pain. Jagged jaws embraced 
his foreleg, driving every thought 
from  his m ind except escape. He 
jumped, intending to reach the safety 
o f his den. but the chain attached to 
the steel jaws held fast, jerking him 
o ff  his feet and wrenching the offen­
ded teg until the world was filled  with 
only agony. Trapped... held fast and 
unable even to lessen the terrible 
pain.

After ripping tips and tearing teeth 
on hardened steel to no avail, the 
wolf had but one alternative to death 
at the hands o f the trapper. He must 
free himself at any cost. And so he 
set about the grisly task o f chewing 
o f f  his own teg. When he was done, 
freed from the dutches o f the trap, 
he returned to his den, legless, 
toothless, and a ll but harmless, 
bleeding from  a hundred cuts...but 
alive.

blot fa r away a man walked down 
a similar path. Unheeding o f the sign 
which clearly stated “ Beware" in 
blood-red letters, he boldly stepped 
between two hoary trees, directly 
upon the trigger o f the trap. The 
ground came alive and bit into him 
with steel teeth just above the ankle.

Pam was immediate and ex­
cruciating. His mind screened fo r  
relief, rejecting all else fo r  a time. 
Struggle as he would, he only Jett the 
ja  ws damp deeper, becoming more a 
prisoner with every lunge. But 
realization o f his plight seeped in, 
displacing shock and panic, allowing 
him to do what separates mankind

from  the animal kingdom... THINK! 
He looked beyond immediate relief, 
relegating pain in secondary place in 
his torchered mmd and he applied 
himself to his problem. Dredging up 
all he knew o f traps, he analyzed that 
which held him captive and in the 
end identified its workings, its source 
o f  power and fin a lly  a means o f  
reversing the tension o f its springs.

After extracting himself, the man 
bound his leg, placed the trap at the 
end o f it's chain across a fallen log 
fo r  others to note, and limped back 
to his home to treat his wound and 
recover. As he retreated down the 
tra il, bleeding and in pam, but 
whole, he vowed to remove the 
threat o f such traps fo r  those o f his 
kind in the future.

The people o f Oregon as a collec­
tive entity have been led into a trap 
It's jaws have snapped shut with a 
viciousness hard to imagine lo r 
those not in tim ately involved in 
Oregon’s corrections system. A war 
is being waged with opposing camps 
polarizing the people by insisting 
they must choose...a choice lor 
more and harsher punishment lor 
societal ollenders on the one hand, 
or a choice lor treatment insuring 
those offenders released are not 
likely to ollend society again on the 
other. II we are to believe what we 
are told, I here is no middle ground.

The pro-punishment camp has 
succeeded nicely in lengthening time 
served in prison by ol fenders, and in 
insuring many who would have been 
diverted into treatment programs are 
sent to prison instead This "ge l 
lough" attitude has extended itself to 
the parole board as well as the 
C orrections Division and Judicial 
system, creating an unbalanced flow. 
More people arc being sent to 
prison, with longer sentences, and 
are being kept for longer periods of 
tune by the parole board. The result
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DO YOU NEED HELP?
Is the DEVIL working against your home, nature, job, church, money, child 
ren, sex, neighbor, health, sick, family, loved ones? Are there demons on 
your body or in your home? Have you been in a fix where you cannot keep 
or find the RIGHT man or woman? If you need help with any or all of these 
problems you should call me NOW1! Tomorrow may be too late!!! Does your 
luck pass you by? If so, I have lucky hands to help you be a winner in all 
GAMES OF CHANCE Bingo, Reno, Tahoe, Las Vegas, Special Miami 
Fla . etc.

If you are a spiritual seeker who needs help not promises call me. I am a
God Gifted" man I can help you in a hurry

T E S T IM O N IA L S
11 Miss Joyce J.W ., Portland. OR . was in a fix where she could not 

find or keep a good man I, Rev Hoskins, removed the fix and the jinx from 
her NOW she can draw the man of her desire to her like a magnet.

21 Mr ft Mrs C P  of Compton. C A ., could not win the BIG one They 
called Rev Hoskins and Rev sent them a for sure win blessing money hand 
They went to Las Vegas and their luck kept on coming, winning more than 
$ 16.000

31 Ms Barbara T., Inglewood, CA . had a man who left home for 
another woman She called Rev Hoskins with tears in her voice She want 
ed him back" Now he is back and eating out of her hand

41 Mr Paul, Los Angeles. CA . was in a fix and rooted by this woman 
As a result be lost his nature for other women, but through Rev Hoskins 
work, Paul regained his nature and became luckier than ever with women, 
money and his business

51 Mrs O.l., Long Beach. CA., had demons in her tody and in her 
home causing all kinds of bad luck, and unnatural sickness She called Rev 
Hoskins and in 72 hours her home and body were free of unclean spirits

I The names in the above testimonies have been changed for the protec 
tion of the individual 11 guarantee to do what I say I can do. I have a bia re 
pu cation to protect

I know the power of the SPIRIT Don t put it off Don t let distance keep 
you from calling Call now’ "  You will be glad you did Tell a friend where to 
get HELP today

RESULTS GUARANTEED

REVEREND CLAUDE HOSKINS 
553 GLENVIEW AVENUE

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94610
TELEPHONE I <151 «<  <883

is more people coming in than are 
going out.

Oregon State Penitentiary is inun­
dated with bodies. O rig ina lly 
designed to house less than 1000 
men, there are nearly 1600 in 
residence presently. County ja ils 
have backlogs o f people waiting to 
go to prison who cannot because 
there is no room! The prison today 
hold those with such vicious offense 
as "driv ing while suspended”  and 
"driving while intoxicated.”  There is 
no treatment in a penitentiary for 
drunks or reckless drivers. The trap 
is sprung.

The short sighted immediately 
suggest that what we need is another 
prison...another warehouse which 
upon completion guarantees by it's 
very existence that it will be filled. 
Another trap? When the second 
prison, which was to be an end to 
Oregon's needs, is full, these same 
people will cry out again for another 
warehouse Io till...because tradition 
calls tor it. Warehouses are simply 
intermediate holding tanks. They 
only delay an offender's return to 
society, l or treated or not, most o f­
fenders do return. It we warehouse 
without changing altitudes through 
treatment, "doin lim e " only 
aggravates the original problem. 
Prisons then tail to protect society. 
And with every lunge, the trap cuts 
deeper.

Economically, prisons are expen­
sive. I he cost o f building even a 
medium security prison runs into 
seven f ig u re s ...a p p ro x im a te ly  
$55,(MM) per bed! And when built, 
operating expenses are nearly as ex­
pensive as building costs. It cost 
about $34 per day per person to hold 
a man in prison. As a contrast, cost 
o f supervision in a parole or out­
patient program mils to perhaps $5 
per day.

It is lime we slopped struggling 
blindly against rising crime rales. We 
must push back rash reactions which 
only worsen the problem, look 
carefully, deliberately at the jaws 
that bind us and carefully 
deliberately remove the cause of our 
captivity.

I he only answer to uncontrolled 
crime is certainly ol apprehension 
and effective treatment o f social 
disorders (altitudes, mostly) in the 
individual before return to a “ nor­
mal" lile m the community. I hese 
(actors and these alone will d ice  
lively deal with crime. Punishment, 
in the lorm ol a prescribed but in­
comprehensible sentence length 
without dealing with altitudes and 
treating disorders is sensless and 
plainly vindictive.

We need not chew o il our leg and 
cast it aside, as in the building ol a 
new prison. Io do so is to reset the 
trap further down the trail for our 
selves and lo r others to fall into 
unaware.

I lie sensible thing to do is beat the 
pain long enough to extricate our 
selves, removing the trap and ex­
posing H's danger Io the future. 
Hiere will be a wound, but that will 
heal. I here will be a scar, but that 
will serve only to remind us of the 
traps along the trail. And in this way, 
society is not crippled by loss o f 
valuable resources or misuse of much 
needed and hard won revenue. In 
this day o f economic crisis, waste of 
resources.. .be they monetary or 
human... is nothing short o f 
criminal.
............................................ aaaaaaaaaaaat

A PERSONAL M OMENT
FOR THOSE WHO CAKE

Some of the arts ran Ire lear­
ned through study. By showing 
another person how it's done 
and then following with a great 
amount of practice almost 
anyone can draw an acceptable 
picture. Hand crafted items are 
marie by all but with proper in­
struction and directed practice 
all of us can become accom­
plished in this field The excep­
tion is music and it. like love, 
comes from the subconcious 
and must be felt from within.
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CELL TALK
By Asmar A bdu Sei/ullah 

 aka Joe West »40404

SEXUALITY A N D  PRISON

An inmate stood slightly slumped 
over, his shoulders hunched, his 
head tilted gently to the right, he 
conversed with a large shiny face 
Blackman who peered at him 
through the bars o f cell C-451. The 
men passed a picture between them 
selves and smiles instantly appeared, 
laughter erupted in wholesome 
smooth overtones. The watcher is 
instantly attentive because i t ’ s 
seldom that even the watcher hears 
laughter in such rich fu ll tones; 
laughter fillled with life and love 
and joy; uninhibited laughter that 
leaps from the souls o f men when 
the moment is pregnant with the 
vibrations of life.

From the watcher’s vantage point 
he sees that the picture is o f a Black 
woman, a sister whose face isn't 
distinct or exceedingly beautiful. 
The only feature tha t’ s remotely 
catching are the eyes. "Large brown 
eyes that smile and say hello. I iniss 
you eyes. I love you, need you 
eyes," that give depth and beauty to 
a very ordinarly face. Suddenly, the 
laughter stopped; like the abrupt 
slamming o f a heavy door, all 
prevading silence, hard cold empty 
silence fills the air; the silence o f two 
Black convicts staring at a picture of 
a sister with unforgelablc eyes, 
while the realization dawned on 
them that she's a thousand, million, 
trillion - lifetimes away. They stand 
there staring at each other, 
speechless hi the realization that 
they're confined and that one of 
them has a Blackwoinan with mes­
merizing eyes out there waiting for 
him.

“ The denial and reprobation of 
the moment cascades down upon 
them like the shattering finality of 
death.”  The yearning desire lor 
human contact, to touch -- to be 
touched in return -  is the horror of 
confinement, the curse o f incar­
ceration and the lot ol every man 
and woman confined in the Oregon 
penal system. I he hard cold fact 
that assults every prisoner from the 
moment he or she enters an insli- 
luiion until the day that the last bell 
is rung -  "N o  natural sex!”  I t ’ s 
now necessary to state that prison is 
lar Iroin sexless. I here is always 
that unspoken word "hom o 
sexuality" that lingers hi the an 
much too long. I hat ugly word 
“ homosexuality" that lurches up in 
to the consciousness o f those who 
care to be conscious -- o f those 
who’ re morally alive and of those 
countless numbers ol men and

women who face the threat o f being 
turned -- out; pressured through 
loneliness, frustration and despair 
into w illfu l acts o f homosexuality 
and the threat o f violent 
homosexual assults while being in­
carcerated.

I t ’s not iny intention to step on 
any gay toes or to cast aspersions on 
the officals of this institution. I wish 
only to shed some very valuable 
light on the sexuality o f prison, a 
sexuality that's condemned in free 
society but freely exist in most in­
stitutions; is it right or wrong? I 
shall leave the general answer up to 
those who care to be general but in 
specifics and in prison specifically; 
i t ’ s wrong -  all the way — l(X)«7o 
wrong!!!

I l ’s wrong that the system that the 
people have chosen as a means to 
reform or rehabilitate convicted 
felons produces unnatural sex acts, 
that men and women are forced into 
sexual situations that deform them 
for the rest o f their lives; that 
sexuality or prison slinks and that 
it 's  time that we all got a good 
strong w h iff ol i t ’s putrefaction. 
Sure i t ’ s alright it you’ re gay but 
what it you're just young and weak 
or old and lonely? What if  an in­
nocent friendship turns into a

violent sexual attack? What il the 
society you exist in is infested with 
the practice. "Everybody else is 
doing it, so why not?’ or better yet, 
how about this one, " i t ’s the only 
game in town.”

There are a thousand different 
reasons why this situation exist in all 
prisons and none of them have any 
moral substance. The lack o f ap­
propriate funds for housing and 
maintenance or the general uncon­
cern o f the public doesn't hold 
water, morally. It ’s a morally wrong 
situation and it defeats all humane 
attempt at reform. No man or 
woman deserves to be subjected to 
the sexual pressures that prison life 
brings about.

I realize th?* most people could 
care less if the sexual atmosphere in 
prison is healthy, but don’ t you 
think that prisoners should at least 
be given an alternative to mastur­
bating over Playboy centerfolds or 
acts o f "H O M O S E X U A L IT Y .”  
I t ’s not that we desire to turn prison 
into a whore house but I think that 
it's far more desirable to permit a 
man to legally spend time with a 
love one, than to spend tune illegally 
and immorally with the gay boy 
down the tier.

STOP LOOKING
BUY TOMORROW'S SECURITY FOR 
YOUR FAMILY TODAY

New 3 and 4 bedroom homes with or without family rooms in Van 
couver close to I 5 and 8 minutes from Interstate bridge. Include 2 
baths, double garage, brick fireplaces, range, dishwasher, garbage 
disposal, w /w  carpets All are energy efficient with 10 year Home 
Owner's Warranty. Cash price for 3 bedroom with 1036 sq. ft. would 
be $48,500, 11'/? "o Annual Percentage Rate w ith  360 m onthly 
payments at $480 64 principal and interest plus estimated taxes and 
insurance.
Veterans move in for $100 00, FHA purchasers move in approx 
$2,650.00.

HERMITAGE REALTY, INC.
I I 'S l  Io I i i k K i I. (2(16)694X577 716 N I Will Ave ’21X22
V I l k ,  W \  9X661 206(574 |S ’ ’ I'm I l.iml, ( IK 9722(1 241 1723
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E X O D U S
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1518 N t  KILLINGSWORTH 

PORTLAND OREGON 9 7 2 ,1  

284 7997

This is your invitation to

EXODUS FORUMS

FEBRUARY

JOIN US

Each Tuesday Evening 7 00 p .m . to 9 00 p m.
1518 N.E. K illingsworth  
Portland. Oregon 97211

Phone 284 7997

REPORT
Exodus Forums are becoming Community Forums Durino the month i 

community citizens |O.ned our forums, seeking to share our concerns on m J  n 

munity a better place to live ENLIGHTENMENT and ENRICHMENT is the food f o X ^ r  
understanding our own responsibility to our own community b ”

GENERAL STATEMENTTO BLACKS 
OF OUR COMMUNITY

February is Black History month I ....
Let s account for ourselves individually
What have I done today and every day as an individual who will heln wnto » ™  . 

on the history pages of this future toward the development of resDerj , P '\e l,ne
my Black family, to my Black children and to my Black community? *  " ty ,o

Remember each brick of a brick movement must first sunnnrt ii'> „ .. .
together all the bricks become the movement. weig t, then

Before celebrating, each Black person should see to it that he/sbe has been arrn.m» hi
S ' S Z S ! ,o hi#/her ,am"v ' and espec,a"v ,he children’ ,o

Thomas Boothe. Ph D.


