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Over the past weekend a few o f 
the inmates behind these walls have 
been cornering th is correspondent 
to ask i f  the guards are going to go 
on strike this week? So it was ap­
propria te  that I approach C orrec­
tio n a l O ff ic e r  Dave C o rtez , 
president o f  the pen iten tia ry  em­
ployees Local 2623 o f the American 
Federation o f State, C oun ty  and 
M unicipal Employees (AFSCM E).

"T h a t is defin ite ly untrue,”  states 
Cortez, who has been employed at 
OSP fo r eight years.

Rumors are the easiest things to 
get started when one is enclosed in 
the w a lls  o f  a 1500 inm ate  
p o p u la tio n  p rison  and some o f  
those rum ors  can become very 
frightening and dangerous i f  not ac­
curately reported. Words like “ ex­
plosive” , “ r io t”  and even “ strike”  
when associated w ith prison seem to 
create an unhealthy teeling w ith the 
public as well as the in s titu tiona l 
atm osphere even though  a loca l 
newspaper writer may have innocen­
tly  w ritten  them to  report an in ­
c ident o ccu rin g  at the p riso n . 
Because when this correspondent 
traced th is guard s tr ike  ru m o r, I 
found the main source was an article 
in Salem's Oregon Statesman about 
a d ispute  co n tin u o u s ly  going on 
over an arb itra tion difference. The 
article had not mentioned a guard 
strike.

W ith  a sigh o f relief, I was happy 
to learn that the problem is strictly 
between co rrectiona l o ffice rs  and 
the prison management instead o f 
between guards and inmates, as is so 
frequently reported.

Cortez stated that the guards were 
asking the management to provide 
them with more adequate staffing, 
equal trea tm en t in  p ro m o tio n s , 
less “ in tim ida tion ”  by superior o f­
ficers and a d m in is tra to rs , better 
tra in in g  fo r  co rre c tio n a l o ffice rs  
and in itia tion  o f the contract that 
the guards te ll they won d u rin g  
negotiations w ith the State. Even 
last week the guards’ representative 
had a long meeting w ith the Gover­
no r, who appo in ted  the p riso n ’ s 
ombudsman, Paul Aronson, to try  
and arrange a m eeting w ith  the

prison's adm inistration to see i f  the 
differences can be worked out.

Another complaint Cortez loudly 
voiced was on the "over-crow d ing”  
o f  the inm ate  p o p u la t io n  at the 
prison, where many o f the inmates 
are Actually sleeping on the cold 
cement floor w ith th in mattresses.

“ We need another penitentiary,”  
said C ortez , “ because the C o m ­
m u n ity  C o rre c tio n s  A c t is no t 
w orking -  in fact, it is a complete 
fa ilu re .”

I asked Cortez how C om m unity 
Corrections is fa iling.

He stated that many o f the coun­
ties accepting the state funds are 
putting the funds in to  maintenance 
o f ja il  fac ilities instead o f  human 
resources.

When asked about “ equal treat­
ment o f  o fficers  in p rom otions” , 
C ortez fe lt p ro m o tio n  was being 
done on the “ b u d d y -b u d d y ”  
system . H a ro ld  W h itle y , p rison  
C h ie f o f  Security, disagreed. "W e  
are bound by personnel rules and 
re g u la tio n s  to  o b ta in  the most 
qua lified  person fo r the jo b ,”  he 
said.

W hitley stated, "A n y  time an o f­
fice r is found asleep at his post, 
breaching security, o r b ring ing  a 
w eapon o n to  the in s t itu t io n  
grounds, etc., this is a direct v io la­
tion and not in compliance w ith not 
o n ly  in s titu tio n a l ru les, but state 
law .”

W hitley continued by saying that 
he demanded correctiona l o fficers 
to adhere strictly ot the letter o f the 
rules and procedures, just as it is 
required o f inmates to fo llow  rules 
set fo r them. “ I f  an inmate steps out 
o f  line, he is subject to disciplinary 
action. So be it w ith an o ffice r.”

W hitley did admit there is a need 
fo r more tra in ing, but feels the best 
tra in ing  possible is being provided 
w ith in  the legislative budget a llo t­
ted. He expects a ll o f  his s ta ff to  
keep abreast and learn all the rules 
and regulations set down by the ad­
m inistration as well as the policies 
and procedures administered by the 
Corrections Division.

Cortez said, "M a n y  o f the guards 
feel that the inmates have too many 
legal rights at OSP.”  W hitley stated
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as long as the inmates have c iv il 
rights by law, they w ill be honored 
by his s ta ff. Another o ffice r, who 
wished not to be identified , stated 
th a t it  takes the w ho le  s ta f f  to  
p ro te c t the co n v ic ts ’ r ig h ts , but 
nothing is written to protect the c iv il 
and legal rights o f the officers.

W hitley said that at the present 
time, this is the most relaxed prison 
atmosphere he has seen in his twen­
ty -fou r years at OSP, and he intends 
to keep it that way. When a female 
o ffice r was asked i f  she felt she is 
w ork ing  in a relaxed atmosphere, 
her views agreed w ith W hitley ’ s.

This a rtic le  was not w ritten  to 
create chaos between the guards and 
the adm inistration in thier struggle 
to solve the working conditions, but 
it was w ritten to point out one main 
fact. That is the feeling o f fear that 
can s ile n tly  settle on you r nerves 
when you wake up in the morning, 
locked in a 9x12 barred cell, and 
read in the loca l new spaper, 
G U A R D S  W A R N  O F  ‘ E X ­
P L O S IV E  A T M O S P H E R E ’ A T  
PRISON. I f  you’ ve spent as many 
years behind these walls as I have, 
you get sick and tired o f hearing or 
reading how dangerous you are or 
can be every tim e  the guards or 
prison o ffic ia ls  want a pay raise or 
better w o rk ing  cond itions. It puts
tension on an over-crowded inmate 
p o p u la tio n . It also sends a c h illy  
fear through any inmate who may 
have loved ones and fam ily waiting 
on the o u ts id e . It is a fo rm  o f  
a g ita tio n  d irected  at the inm ates 
that should be stopped because the 
m ajority  just want to do their time 
as peacefully as possible and split.

And I w rite  this story fo r those 
who have the powers o f the press. 
R e p o rtin g  an in c id e n t occu rin g  
behind prison walls can make things 
worse than they rea lly  are i f  not 
reported accurately. The issue o f the 
day is between the guards and the 
a d m in is tra t io n . W h ile  they are 
solving their grievances through ar­
b itra tion the inmates should be left 
completely out o f  it. H opefu lly this 
w il l  be acknow ledged  as ju s t 
another way to keep ‘ peace in the 
valley’ .

ASMAR ABDULSEIFULLAH

Power/Freedom /Unity

1 would like  to begin these lines 
w ith the word Am andla  (Power), a 
frequently used word in the people’ s 
struggle fo r freedom in the country 
o f South A fr ik a , recently renamed 
Azania . I use the w ord A m and la  
(Power) because i t ’ s evident that we 
still don’ t have our version o f power 
as related to the com m unity.

It m igh t sound strange tha t 1 
's h o u ld  speak o f  the c o m m u n ity  

from  a prison cell but the cell that 
confines my physical se lf doesn’ t 
bar my spiritua l and mental essence 
fro m  the sen tim ents  th a t are 
inherent in all people. I would like 
to  say that the com m unity is also 
confined behind these granite walls; 
that as long as one B lackm an or 
woman is subjected to the oppres­
sion o f their basic human rights— as 
long as one Blackman or woman is 
reacting in the manner o f  the graft-
eu slave mentality and the effect it 
has on the c o m p le tio n  o f  B lack 
dreams— we’ ll never obta in  Uhuru 
(freedom ) o r Am andla (pow er). I 
don t mean to frighten anyone with 
the use o f the word Am andla. I seek 
only to identity  as colonial refugees 
d id during the Revolutionary War 
o f Independence. Am andla  doesn’ t 
mean down w ith whitey or the fa ll

o f  the Am erican Dream, it means 
the re turn o f  a Black m ora l con­
sciousness, w ith  Black people de­
fin in g  the ir goals and c o n tro llin g  
their destinies; it means love fo r all 
w ho em brace the concepts o f  
justice, liberty  and equality fo r all; 
it means making America the land 
o f  the free and the home o f  the 
brave; it means the re turn o f  the 
Shah, the destruction o f  the Kian 
and a ll the o the r th ings tha t are 
leading to  the d e te r io ra tio n  o f  a 
once great country.

I know that w ith  all the problems 
the com m un ity  is having w ith  the 
com m unity very few people have the 
tune or inclination to champion the 
cause o f incarcerated Blacks. I write 
these lines because i t ’ s tim e— past 
tune that the m uffled screams were 
heard; i t ’ s tim e — past tim e — that 
the co m m u n ity  realized tha t ou r 
ties , k in s h ip  and bonds are 
one— whether the cell be o f  concrete 
and steel o r the confinem ent o f  a 
nine-to-five job .

Many Blackinen confined behind 
these walls have been and still are 
creatures o f  impulse: i t ’ s the ir im ­
puls ive nature tha t leads them to 
prison; i t ’s also their impulsive a ttr i­
butes that keep them confined men­
ia lly , m ora lly  and sp iritua lly  while 
they’ re incarcerated. U H U R U , the 
B lack c u ltu re  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  
O .S .P ., is a ttem pting to curb this 
impulsive nature by exhib iting alter­
natives to the dead slave m entality: 
by attacking the ghettos o f .the in ind 
we hope to achieve the awareness, 
patience, d isc ip line , love and per­
severance necessary to  become 
responsible Blackinen and produc­
tive  members o f  the B lack co m ­
m unity.

Prison is w ithout a doubt the epi­
tome o f  man’s inhum anity to man.
It exemplifies society’s in a b ility  to 
deal w ith its social, economic and 
m o ra l p rob lem s. I t ’ s d o u b ly  
in hum an  i f  you happen to  be a 
B la ckm a n — how ever, the re  are 
B lackinen co n fin e d  behind these 
walls w ho’ re endeavoring to come 
out o f  this debauchery wholesome— 
alive— huinaner! U H U R U  is one o f 
the vehicles behind the walls that is 
p ro v id in g  fo r  the g ro w th  o f  the 
human spirit in O.S.P.

L ike many Black inspired, Black
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oriented organizations to spring up 
out o f the frustra tion  and anxieties 
o f  B lack existence, U H U R U  has 
t r a d it io n a l ly  su ffe re d  fro m  m is ­
d ire c tio n , m isrepresenta tion , m is­
placed priorities and collective dis­
unity. The blame must be squarely 
placed on our shoulders (Black in ­
mates)— those o f us confined and 
those not confined. We are a ll one 
whether we choose to recognize each 
o ther o r no t. I t ’ s going to  take a 
concerted e ffo rt on both fron ts  to 
bring about a change in the lives o f 
Black fo lk . A lso, because prison is 
such a lonely place— because it eats 
holes in the souls o f Black people— 
we desperately need to rea ffirm  our 
ties w ith  the c o m m u n ity . O u r 
s treng th  lies in  the arms o f  the 
com m unity, our tom orrows revolve 
around the com m unity and i t ’ s the 
com m unity that must reclaim its lost 
sons and daughters. We understand 
that U H U R U  and its members must 
prove to the com m unity that they’ re 
w orthy o f its support love and con­
s id e ra tio n — bu t the c o m m u n ity  
must first give us a chance. We ask 
only that the com m unity understand 
that those o f us who have fallen vic­
tim  to the circumstances and cond 
lions that set Black people apart de­
sire to return to the fo ld . We desper­
ately need the support o f the com­
m u n ity — n o w !!!  U H U R U  needs 
teachers, lecturers, artists— anyone 
who can help counteract the effects 
o f  indoctrination and incarceration; 
we need gu idance fro m  a co m ­
m unity  standpoint.

T rad itiona lly  we’ ve been a people 
w ith over three hunderd years o f in ­
doctrination grafted in to  us: we’ ve 
been overworked, underpaid, over­
taxed and taught from  the cradle to 
the  grave to  a b h o r and re ject 
anyth ing  B lack in concept. W e’ re 
s till very much slaves in ou r a t t i­
tudes and in our approaches to free­
dom. Denying the slave w ith in  ou r­
selves w on’ t set the slave free; when 
we recognize our bondage we w ill be 
able to  b ring  clear focus on the 
struggle.

U H U R U  is endeavoring to teach 
Blackinen to understand the com ­
plexities o f neo-colonialisin. Recog­
nizing the problem is ha lf the bat­
tle— please help us w ith  the other 
half.

REMINISCENCE
From a window,
I can see a garden, 
Flourishing with gayly colors, 
Visitors march by 
day after day,
Look so neat.
To them anyway,
If only they could see, 
the grayness 
on the otherside, 
the side that I can see.
No flowers, 
to brighten the day, 
no garden 
to display, 
only gray, 
gray heroic walls, 
tons of concrete, 
that seperate 
me from the 
rest of the world.

Might they share the gloom,
the agony of defeat
should they wander through
the cell blocks,
where I cry out from,
maybe so,
but they never see,
the gray,
else,
some change
would surely be 
made.

By Gary Wn. H o lt 41300

"A SIMPLE CRY"
An old man sits alone 
with the windowshade 
pulled down,
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And he mutters his opinions 
To the children's 
Photographs on the wall.
The dribble on his chin 
Glistens in the light 
Of a prancing fire,
And he twists his face 
Into a smile;
He doesn't have his 
Teeth in.
His eyes are wet and twinkling.
He laughs silently 
And then he feels foolish 
So he stops 
He sees the half-empty 
Glass of brandy 
On the wooden table.
And he drinks what remains.
Then he hurls the empty glass 
Into the fireplace 
And he sleeps.

By Michael Stephens 40611 
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A PERSONAL MOMENT 
FOR T H O S E  W H O  CARE
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A bicycle will stay up a long as 
it moves. The unseen force that 
provides this miracle is In the 
wheels. When they turn, a force 
called centifugal throws out 
from the center and this holds 
the bicycle upright. Untold 
numbers of forces effect our 
lives, some known, others still 
unknown. The most powerful 
force keeping us upright and 
on the right track Is love.

l979Wm A Hummer
• • • aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalaaalallaaaaall

PRESENTED BY
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STATE 
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2737 NE Union Ave.

Get your album  in preserve 
these met sates at American  
Stale Bang
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Happy New Year
This is your invitation to

EXODUS FORUMS
JOIN US DURING 1980

Each Tuesday Evening 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
1518 N.E. Killingsworth 
Portland, Oregon 97211

Phone 284 7997

JANUARY

Answ ers to your questions, workable 
solutions to your problems and research 
for your enlightenment.

Follow-Through as a practical concept to 
live by.

Thomas Boothe, author of Follow-Throuah 
concept.

Bring your questions, problems and con­
cerns to the Exodus Forums and we will 
find workable answers and solutions for 
you.


