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Kermit Washington: Blazers’ modest hero

By Ullvsses Tucker Jr

When most National Basketball
Association players egos are high as
America's inflation rate, its
refreshing to know people like Ker
mit “*Chairman of the boards"’
Washington exist

I'he new member of the Portland
I'railblazers is articulate, mellow,
and modest; a rare quality in these
days of mega-buck contracts, all
Black teams, and players not willing
to give up their seltish desires for the
gOood ol a team

Webster defines the word modest
as: “‘Having or showing a moderate
opinion of one's own value, abilities,
ichievement, etc;, not vain or boast
ful; unassuming, not extreme, hum
ble, not torward I'he character
t Kermat hike a fat rat in a barrel of
cheese. Proof”
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LG, A ich Ramsey told

k I that there was more pressur
Tl ince Portland had
only eight healthy player Wasl
igton responded with 15 points, 15
rebounds and four blocked shots. **1

don’t want 1o hurt the team with my

shooting,"" he said after the game.
“If 1 had missed a few, | would have
stopped. | was just amazed.”” Con
vinced?

I'he 6'8 power forward was ob
tained by the Blazers along with
Kevin Kunnert as compensation
from San Diego for Bill Walton

A degree holder from the
playgrounds of Washington, D.(
and a 1969 graduate of Calvin
Coolidge High School, Kermit learn
ed the game in a city that produce
standouts hke Elgin Baylor, Dave
Bing, Fatty Tavlor, Austin Carr,
kKenny Carr, Fast Eddie Jordan
Adrain Dantley, Duck Williams, and
a host of others N.B.A. greats. Al
American University, which 1s also in
the Nation's Capital, Kermit became
one of the seven plavers in N.C. A A
history to average 20 points and 20
rebounds a game

IT'he others were ‘‘Doctor J.,
(Massachusetts). Artis Gilmore,
(Jackson-Ville), Bill Russell, (San
Francisco), Elgin Baylor, (Seattle
U.), Paul Silas, (Creighton), and
Walter Dukes, (Seton Hall), Kermit
was also Amernican’ All-Time

leading rebounder with 1,478 and the

swhool’s third leading scorer with
:,-Uu.l"'l'.'- I'he Los Angles Laker
dralted Washingtor n the first

1

round in 1971

Washington Hirst three seasons in
the N.B.A. wer lough, averaging
only 3.8, 4.5, and 3.4 points per con
test. He played just 400 minutes, 949

minutes, and 492 minute

In 1976-1977, Kermit plaved 1,61 ! . \\ &

minutes, averaged 10,8 rebounds and - . .
a5 o ) KERMIT WASHINGTON
11.6 points per game, while playing
tor the Boston Celtics and the Los cason, and 1s one of the kev reason my tamily, thats the only thing
Angeles Laker why Portland leads the league in vat disturbs me."*
Last season Kermit was a deten letence with a 94.5 averag kermit By the N.B.A. allowing the fans .
ive and rebounding speciahst with t KS Iwo shots a ga I h ) vho plays on the all
the S5an Diego Chppers. He grabbed Ry ud Wl ) h, a forn Kerm 1 re bet o
ten or more rebounds 41 times, led railb I vl . Portland 1l easol Il
his team 26 tin ind pulled in 17 o ( H } A mum and h
tnree o 155100 ) 1 I W Dalls, and pla
Washington led the Chippers witl vithin mil I kermit
. oy y : I . Washin I W voled
8OO rebounds, 296 of those coming mal team plaver and a apper o b e
on the offensiv nd ot the court Ron Brewer sai I've b r1anDiazes lonth i
: ind donated the $500.00 check 1
which placed him ftourth 1in the pr I with | game from da " ' .
L ot Hospital to aid handicapped
MNational Basketball Association H 1y O aggr 1y \
He also averaged 11.3 points a takes so much pride in hi e
game, shot 562 from 1 field (sixt You'ren rgomng | han | When asked about Kermit's play,
nthe N.B.A ), and plaved a total of 1 Jack Ramsey sand, | have
1,617 minmut I all | N i L playver who 1s as dete
With the Blazers Washington i faced this season is being away 1rom mined and consistent at the boards
averaging 10,2 points and ten his family. **It won’t be possible fo He's a truly dedicated team plaver
rebounds per contest. He has led the my tamily to move he 1t least not which 1s probably his greatest at

team an rebounding 15 times this

bute. He s the special one.”
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POPEYE’S

Famous Fried Chicken

(Light or Dark)

Spicy or mild 3 piece special

only 99¢

N.E. Union & Monroe
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Portland Meadows

Glass-Enclosed Comfort!

FREE GRANDSTAND ADMISSION

For Free Admission on Fridays,
December 7 and 14, 1979

Bring this ad to Portland Meadows

POST TIMES:

Reservations (503) 285-9144

—

S
" Portland Meadows

Saturdays, Sundays & Holidays 1:30 pm
Fridays 7:30 pm
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Pork Loin *
Rib Chops
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BANQUET
DINNERS

Sliced Beet

11to 12 02

£ I
N, : Frozen: All
Varieties Except

SAN RAFAEL 1910 NE 122nd

SE 20th & DIVISION Fore ve - 2329 PACIF 14410 SE DIVISION

SE 72nd & FLAVEL Oreg ty - 878 MOLALLA 3955 SE POWELL

NE 15th & FREMONT indy — 1051 SW 1st NE 74th & GLISAN

W BURNSIDE at 21st OYD ( HILLSBORO 960 SE DAK

Tomato Sauce - 0o 79¢
Prima Salsa s o
Chow Mein Wy
Stir-Fry v ni $39

J

X SAVE ' SAVE 5

SALE!

NEW RECLINERS &
SWIVEL ROCKERS

VANY VINYLS & FABR

Values to $289

YOURS $ 6 9
FROM ‘\,
NEW 3 y
COCKTAIL TABLES, COMMODES - "
& LAMP TABLES \

ROYER. ' ‘64"

'89°°  VALUE $429 NOW

RENTAL RETURN FURNITURE

ASSORTED

AS50RTED

ASSORTED

UPHOLSTERED QUEEN-SIZE
CHAIRS .. ... *29°° BEDS
YINYL FULL-SIZE

SPECIAL: New hideabeds, assorted tabrics, from

L] THE FURNITURE 80U~CE

Visa

BP.JOHNS.........s 69"  NEw * -

SOFAS . . ,7'9‘;;.., COFFEE TABLES . *5°
LOVESEATS. *69°° END TABLES ... %5°

R s essses i S
RECLINERS. . *59°° BEDS B b snins TS

*199°°,
? We Have Quality Furniture for Everyone. g

Master Charge 10AM "-“
and Forantco Oren C‘) ‘m.-“hm
revolving credit plan H-““

31st & N.E. Sandy FURNITURE SALES  Phone 233-8622

M WAREHOUSE 17

5 noked.-q hrome & He .
Bookcases ; from '89°° :
Oak & pine highback rockers Dinette sets $299

FROM




