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Low income tenants due rent refunds

Members of Jack and Jill present fruit and canned chell, Walter Mitchell. Aaron Walker. Charles White, 
goods to Mrs. Maud Nicholas at the Nicholas Care Valerie White
Center. Pictured w ith  Mrs. Nicholas, Deanna M it- (Photo: Richard Brown)

W A S H IN G TO N , D .C .--A n esti
mated three-quarter m illio n  low- 
income tentants who overpaid rents 
in “ Section 236”  government-sub
sidized housing between Feb. I ,  1975 
and September 30, 1977 are being 
sought through a massive direct mail 
and outreach e ffo rt so they can be 
paid back some $60 m illion in rent 
overcharges.

The rent refunds o f up to $500 per 
eligible tenant are a result o f a settle
ment in eleven class action suits in
c luding a na tionw ide class action 
filed  on behalf o f  "S ec tion  236”  
housing tenants against the Depart
ment o f  Housing and Urban 
Development.

Boxes o f cla im  form s and in 
structions were mailed the week o f 
October 22, 1979 to the owners o f 
some 4,800 “ Section 236”  housing 
projects. The project owners w ill dis
tr ibu te  cla im  form s to a ll cuieent 
tenants. In addition, claim forms are 
being mailed d irec tly  to form er 
tenants who have moved, i f  the pro
ject owner or former tenant has sup
plied fo rw ard ing  addresses to  the 
claim processing center. Persons who 
are unsure whether an apartm ent 
project in which they lived at any 
time between Feb. 1, 1975 and Sept. 
30, 1977 was a “ 236" project should

contact the apartment owner or man
ager or look at their leases or any 
other forms completed when moving 
in, or contact a local H U D  office or 
a com m unity group provid ing free 
legal assistance.

In order to receive their refunds, 
eligible tenants must return the com
pleted forms no later than Jan. 31, 
1980, to  the C lerk o f the U.S. 
D istrict Court, P.O. Box 60864, Los 
Angeles, C a lifo rn ia , 90060. Former 
tenants who have lived in “ Section 
236”  housing and wish to obtain a 
claim form  can call the claim  pro
cessing center’ s to ll free number 
(800) 8 2 4 -7 9 8 0 .

A ll claims w ill be processed and 
evaluated, and all checks w ill be sent 
at one time, in the Spring o f 1980. 
Eligible tenants, on the average, will 
receive approximately $15 a month, 
for 32 months.

The nationwide class action suit 
was brought in 1976 against H UD , 
which has refused to fo llow  a con
gressional mandate to d is tribu te  
funds to  “ Section 236”  pro ject 
owners to subsidized increased tax 
and u tility  costs being borne by the 
low-income tenants. A tenant in Car- 
son, California was the first named 
p la in tiff in the nationwide case. The 
Western Center is a grantee o f the

Legal Services C o rp o ra tio n , a 
p riva te  n o n p ro fit o rgan iza tion  
established by Congress to provide 
free legal assistance to the poor in 
civil matters.

The 1978 settlement, which was 
agreed to by former H U D  secretary 
P atric ia  H a rris , directs the 
distribution o f the rent refunds.

The nationwide e ffo rt to reach the 
thousands o f eligible tenants, being 
undertaken by the media and 
through the network o f legal services 
attorneys, is necessary because many 
eligible tenants do not realize that 
they are members o f  the class to 
whom the settlem ent has been 
awarded. One problem in reaching 
eligible tenants is that an estimated 
30-50 percent o f  the renters who 
lived in “ Section 236”  subsidized 
apartment housing during the two-
year period have since moved out o f 
goverqment-subsudized housing.

The nationwide e ffo rt to reach the 
thousands o f eligible tenants, being 
undertaken by the media and 
through the network o f legal services 
attorneys, is necessary because many 
eligible tenants do not realize (hat 
they are members o f the class to 
whom the settlement has been awar
d e d .

Urban League shifts staff
The Urban League o f Portland 

today announced several s ta ff 
changes w ith in  the o rgan iza tion  
which will enhance its services to the 
com m un ity . Edward Barton has 
been appointed Director o f Financial 
A ffa irs ; Norm Monroe has been ap
pointed Deputy Director; and Avel 
Waters w ill replace Monroe as Direc
tor o f the Urban League’s Northeast 
Youth Service Center. As a result o f 
these appointments, several positions 
o f current s ta ff members and w ill 
provide fo r h iring  new s ta ff in to  
those vacated positions.

Ed Barton was employed as 
Associate D irector o f Agency Ser
vices for United Way before jo ining 
the Urban League sta ff on Novem
ber 13. As Associate Director, Bar
ton was responsible for planning and 
administering the allocations o f all 
member agency funds as well as 
special fund ing  o f  non-m em ber 
locally based human service projects. 
He has a Juris Doctorate from Nor
thwest School o l Law, Lewis and 
C la rk  College, where he also ob-

tained his B.S.
Norin Monroe is currently Direc

tor o f the Urban League's Northeast 
Youth Service Center where he is 
responsible fo r program planning 
and im p lem enta tion  and coo r
d ina tion  o f youth programs w ith 
groups, institutions, agencies and the 
Juvenile justice system. Barton has a 
B.S. from Oregon State University 
and is currently a Ph.D. candidate at 
Portland State University. He w ill 
assume the responsibilities o f Deputy 
Director in mid-December.

Avel Waters curren tly  serves as 
S taff Manager at the Urban League’ s 
Northeast Youth and Senior Adult 
Service Center where she is respon
sible fo r the supervision o f  coun
selors and o ther s ta f f  persons 
assigned to the Centers. Avel has a 
B.S. from Portland State University 
and has had extensive w ork ex
perience in management and 
criminal justice. She w ill assume the 
duties o f Director o f the Northeast 
Y outh  Service Center in m id- 
December.

We bear gifts 
from the East 

for savers.

“ “ “  WHOLE DRAWN 
FRYERS

* " f

FRESH

Limit 3 
A ddi 69« Lb.

Fully Cut-Up

FRYERS 6t Pound

CHOY Whole Sliced

WATER
CHESTNUTS oz

$ 39
•I.

Ca m Deposit

OLYMPIA 4  A

B E E R lZ

FREE Imari porcelain for the holidays
with a deposit of $500 or more.
Save at The Benj Franklin and receive our exquisite 
offering. Fine Iman porcelain has been treasured a l over 
Europe and Asia since the 17th century Now, authenti 
calfy patterned Goshogurama (Ricksha) Iman is available 
for you1 Our Japanese Iman is prized for its exquisite 
enamel overglaze and complex, jewel-like reds and blues 
It is intncately trimmed in 22 karat gold and intermixed 
with floral designs dating back nearly 1500 years Choose 
from ten different pieces, to give as an incomparable gift, 
or to grace your own home Here's how to collect yours

•Limit one free piece oilm an per family Interest earned 
on savings does not qualify for offer. Deposits for free 
gift must remain 90 days or cost o f gift will be deducted 
from withdrawal Sorry, gifts cannot be mailed With our 
beautiful Imari and a high-yield savings account at The 
Benj Franklin, you're sure to create a great deal o f 
interest1

5.5% „  1O%*
per annum 
passbook savings

per annum  
certificate savings

Item S500- $1000« $5.000*
Added
$100»

6 plate FREE FREE FREE $3 95
Coffee mug FREE FREE FREE $3 95
8 plate $3 95 FREE FREE $4 95
Dinner bell $3 95 FREE FREE $4 95
Covered box $3 95 FREE FREE $4 95
Ash tray $3 95 FREE FREE $4 95
6 ’ temple jar $9 95 $5 95 FREE $10 95
7” lotus bowl $9 95 $5 95 FREE $10 95
4,6" plates $9 95 $5 95 FREE $10 95
10" vase $16 95 $12 95 $7 95 $18 95
14 plate 
with stand $29 95 $25 95 $19 95 $32 95

6 and 8' plate holders are available @ $1 25 each

• Substantial interest penalty for early withdrawal o f certificate 
savings

Save with an old friend.

Franklin
FFDFRAl SAVIMGS AMD I QAM ASSM

Walnut Park Branch 
5775 N.E. Union 
248 1494

$1 billion strong
50 offices throughout Oregon 
Serving Oregon for over 50 years


