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An American Portrait of the Iranian Revolution
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Group supports Gates for council
A committee to t-.ect Os.y -Jim" 

Gates has peer, filed » t r  the City of 
Portland A u d ito r s O ffice  The 
Coct.-r.ttee to E.ect Gates .-.as teer, 
filed for City Cc.nc.. Position *»o 
1 This pos.tx>c a cur-ert-y -e.d by 
an appointee

O.J. Gates. Executive Director of 
the C ity-C ouaty Corr.tr ss.on on

Ag.r.g • nee its inception in ¡96!. has 
xso held various positions on «ate, 
national a.-.d local commissions

The committee lists Gerald Cald­
well. a Portland banker, as its 
treasurer According to committee 
Chxrperson, Dr Alfred Sugarman. 
an announcement on M r. Gates' 
candidacy » ill be made on or about 
the first of the year

Whatever happens poLt.caLy, 
wealth teem wre to be dcttr.bs.ted 
more equitably than n the past B .t 
those Iranians »he .mcagcr.e the con- 
tradicnoot between the Koran a.-.d 
ti-gh teerroogv are an ...t;or. x-e as 
naive as those foreign cnt.cs of the 
Shah »ho once .trix.-.e-d an Islamic 
tevoiuuoo »as yxasx arxxher »ord for
the Amertcx- B..! o f Rights The ten­
sions between the minaret a.-.d the 
refinery tower »:.. no: disappear 
Indeed, »hat the revolution sho»ed 
•  x  tha: their antethots has become 
a permanent, basic dynamic of 
¡rancan life.

For 30 years, America opted for 
equating Iran ».th the Shah For the 
a« six months, the easy carxature 

of tne Ayato .x-.'s beard, robes and

turban has replaced the peacock 
throne and be.ome the ne» sub- 
str.ute fo r tea. comprehension o f 
Iran But the truth is much more 
complex than that an Ayatollah has 
ta«eti the place of the Shahanshah.

In this land o f the thousand-and- 
one nights, all the gemes have broken 
o -t of their bottles After 2500 years 
o f  autocracy, after 50 years o f 
'progress always on someone else’s 

terms, 35 million Iranians not only 
have tasted freedom. They have held 
po»er-over the:: o»n street corners 
x-.d over their own comparues-m the 
pa.ms o f the:: o»r. hands. It sur­
passes tne possible tha: anyone or 
xnything—no holy man in Qum, no 
Pentagon contingency p lan-w ill ever 
be able to put the gemes back.

ta >c >f the banks—Iran 
na rac a flna.ncia. .ysterr. that a- 
bes- par-., t’ . - . -  .-.a. Ye: money 
cont.nues •& . r.u.ate. and both 
demestt. and foregin tra d e - 
etpe. a y the mport of consumer 
goods--»!.I: thrives, even though 
many contrxts for the T.portat.on 
of exotic American Technology 
either have beer, .ance ,ed by the 
Iranians or gone unfil.ed by L S 
corporation! 'Ahi.e ; t t  fore.gr. 
tec hr. cans pilots and He»ardesses 
ali a.e left everyone agrees Iran A ir 
has a mvuh oe-ter on-time record for 
dome-,tic flights -oday than »hen it 
•  as - j -  tty -e.rr. ,,-a -.. pnnc.ples 
before the revolution

A,. >er Iran, the answer to the 
question of »ho governs this country 

clear To an extent unthinkable 
under -.re Sr,ah and SAVAK. the 
unknown even today in the con«itu- 
tiona, democracies of the advanced 
ndustra.ized natioos, the answer for 

the las: six months has been The 
people run Iran --» ise ly  and 
foolishly, e ffic iently and destruc­
tively, according to the most enlight­
ened and most medieval principles 
maginable It has amounted to an 
-xercise of direct, mass democracy 
hat may »ell be » ithout parallel
nywbere else.

The p reva iling  assum ption 
broad, and indeed among many 

’ oreigners in Tehran, is that Iran 
day has fallen under the total con­

trol o f a single individual »ho it  at 
best hopelestly incapable, because of 
h it other-worldlwevs, o f effic iently 
running a nation, at » o r«  a squint- 
eyed fanatic determined not merely 
io  run Iran  back in to  the m iddle 
ages, but to »reck the international
economy as »ell

One soon discovert, however, that 
these assumptions have little  to do 
»uh  the »ay Iran is being run--or 
rather, is running itse lf today. In ­
stead one encounters a situation in 
*h>ch the immense moral authority 
o f the Ayatollah is largely unconnec­
ted to any administrative apparatus—
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