Black United Front demands equitable desegregation plan

by Stephanie Michael
T'he demands of the Portland
“|de

voiced concerning quality education
for their children. A group known

community were recently

as the Black United Front helped
community residents strategize and
set forth possible goals to insure their
children do not share a dispropor
tionate amount of busing in the city's
upcoming school
move,.
Co-chairman Ronnie Herndon,
along with other Black United Front
members, have been lecturing and

LiL'\L‘}.’IL'L’.i!IHH

holding meetings around the city

I'hese meetings have been scheduled
to let concerned parents know about
the history of Portland and how it
district
Group members feel the state's and
city’s history have played an impor

tant role in previous moves by the

has aifected the school

Portland School Board in planning
its desegregation program. Herndon,

have been carefully planned in the
education of Black children or
what he prefers to call the lack of
educating Black children

‘In 1954 the Portland NAACP
conducted a school study finding
that the achievement levels of Black
children were very low. With this
finding the group put pressure on the
School Board for quality education
and for the hiring of Black teachers
I'he School Board, in response to the
protest, put together what they con

sidered was a blue ribbon committee

to help study the problem. What
resulted was the beefing up of
salaries for teachers in the
predominately Black populated
schools. This 1s what teachers and

Blacks at that described as
combat pay. There

curriculum changes made, but sull

time
were some
all white curriculum.”

““‘By the
levels for some Black students in the

1960's, the achievement

government would do its utmost to
protect that right. You see, by put
ting Black and white kids together,
they will never guarantee they will
get along. Black people have never
had a problem dealing with white
people. Our problem has always
been racism and the institutions that
support it

“Even during slavery times Black
and white children plaved together,
but the institution of slavery caused
the problem
problem when a racist system keeps
the problem going by giving federal
When
whites came to this country Indians

You don't get rid of a

money to supplement things

never saw whites before, but they
didn’t request that whites bus their
children to London

said about Africans when Europeans

I'he same can be

came to their land. | feel it is all a
part of one’'s value system."’
Herndon stated that Black

children have a hard enough time

predominately Black schools that is
not re-segregation. Segregation o
curs only when laws forceably limit
citizenship rights based on skin
People have to start making
decisions that make sense. Herndon
Blacks have to that
quality education, self-concepts and

color

5dys insure¢

images are provided for all. There is
no time to go on the basis of what
white tolk are or are not opposed to
lhings should be measured on the
good tor the whole community n
terms of long range goals

“What we have found by talking
with childrn, parents and concerned
supporters 1s that desegregation has
than
I'he group has received

brought more destruction
development
letters from Black prison inmates
who state their problems with the law
started with schools they were bused
to. Inmates claim their rebellion
process started with teachers and

counselor relationships, climaxing

Portland Observer November 8, 1979 Page §

|
STOP LOOKING |
BUY TOMORROW'S SECURITY FOR |
YOUR FAMILY TODAY |

b, T
..-“—-."ﬁ'\'\

A .. - ..
Naw J aid 4 beulvuin nulnes with or without tamily rooms in Vancouver
close to I-5 and 8 minutes from Interstate bridge. Include 2 baths, double
garage, brick fireplaces, range, dishwasher, garbage disposal, w/w car
pets. All are energy efficient with 10 yvear Home Owner'’s Warranty. Cash
price for 3 bedroom with 1036 sq. ft. would be $47,000, 10% Annual Per
centage Rate with 360 monthly payments at $412 .46 principal and interest
plus estimated taxes and insurance

Veterans move-in for $100.00, FHA purchaser’s move in approx. $2,650.00.

HERMITAGE REALTY, INC. @
—_—

who was recently a guest speaker of city had gone up. but that was a seeing the sense in attending school, with school adminstrators. The 4715 St. Johns Rd Vanc. 694-8577
the Militant Book Store Forum. savs tactor that was occuring all over the particularly to the college level neglect by white teachers caused Vanc., WA 98661 Prid. 223-8229
the BUF plans to keep an eye on the country, nothing really unique to the I'here are more unemploved Black these intelligent, successful Black ’
school district’s moves concerning Portland school district. But college graudates today than white students to rebel agaisnt a system
the issue. He says steady ".r.m-_uum.; something else was also occuring, the high school drop “.”[\ ,(1“““]‘..] that didn’t recognize them or their
efforts will help insure a successful harassment of Black students at programs will help everyonc ‘I“_”\_tl potential. We aren’t going to let this “The cat always catches the impatient mouse.”
and beneficial desegregation predominately white schools. When and understand differing cultures happen again."” Moroccan Proverb
program for everyone in |,‘]ir|‘”_“L nothing was done after numerous When Black children go to
which has never been instituted reports to the school district, Black
Briefly discussing the history of students and parents threatened a
Oregon and laws pertaining to boycott
Blacks, Herndon made particular Presently the Portland school ‘
reterence to a law established in 1857 board and district administrators are
which prohibited free or slave Blacks working on the development of a
in Oregon. He also mentioned that school desegregation program. What
WO “.”u““ senators had voted to supporters and members of the Black
have the 14th, 15th and 16th amend United Front don't want to see is a
ments removed from the Con new plan scattering Black children
stitution again. Things the group would like
laking a look at the history of the to see are more Black teachers,
1940s, he stated that Oregon had cultural classes including Black
been surveyed as one of the states History
worst 1n segregation, north of the “These cultural classes the group .
Mason Dixon line. The co-chairman Is talking about would be provided
says Portland was one of the not only to students, but to coun
prominent ship building areas during selors, teachers and administrators /
Wo W p " 2 . as well. Strength, unity an commit "
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SENATOR VERN COOK SENATOR JIM GARDNER
Senator Vern Cook, Democrat,
announced that he has filed for re- State Senator Jim Gardner has an
election to the Oregon State Senate, nounced that he will seek re-election
District 12, Multnomah County to the State Senate in 1980, Senator
Cook has been a member of the Gardner represents District 10 in
Oregon Legislature since 1957 when East Portland, which includes the
he was first elected, and a member of neighborhoods of Irvington,
the Senate since 1961. Senator Vern Alameda, Laurelhurst and Mt
Cook has had numerous committee labor
assignments but his principal areas A member of the 1979 legislative
of interest have been in the fields of session, Gardner served on the
legal rights and taxation. Cook, a Senate Judiciary, Revenue and Elec
lawyer and a former Gresham City tions Committee and was vice chair
Judge, served four sessions as the man on the Senate Health and
Revenue and Taxation Committee Welfare Committee. Gardner is an
Chairman of the Senate and in 1979 attorney, praticing in Portland.
was the Chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee
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