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Lawrence presents works at Art Museum
by Kathryn H. Bogle M Senh Bas it maidhase ' B|foca|8 e

training he received during those

Jacob Lawrence, the distinguished formative years of his painting Wlthout

Black artist whose works first career. He hadn't thought about

loomed on the scene back in the Making a living from his painting., ! Iines We‘\/e
depression vears of the thirties, came Lawrence told his audience. *‘1 just e
to Portland and brought with him, WERRIS 5 RESNIND S 20w b0 ‘ t th ' I I '
this past week end, a small collection use color, line, texture, space, design | go e .
ol his own paintings not shown balance.” Even your best friend won 't be abls
Fhe work of the artist is now L  tell vou're wearin
divided into periods as influences in Blend-vue lenses
his life caused his work to become

locally before gt
He brought these to the Wentz
gallery of the Portland Art Museum

to add to the several already in more complex and as he became less

“regional’’ in his outlook : D’zﬁmwa" Oﬁmmdw

possession of the Art Museum's one
Lawrence showed examples of his

man show
Visitors to the one-man show ““Harlem Life'", the “*Migration I ar &
viewed the paintings in Lawrence's Series'’, “*“The Slave Revolt’’, **John €0(¢“¢t‘(du 0,6(((:1{ OK(,’(CC-J

Brown'', the latter dealing with Downtow
| 631 SW Alde
episodes in American history, Two I 2.9171

pictures spoke of Harriett Tubman | our 7Rk year
T'hese were a distinct departure from

tavored style of using brash primary
colors, angular figures and geometric

lines. They saw Black men and Black

women pictured at daily task Ore. S Anderson, € Brggs, A Hallgust K Leitzel, W Siddens
l'hey saw life for Harlem people his Harlem period. One, called 7“ p(dc( o q" lo the 7,““( ?d“ K'mua
pictured by the artist as harsh and *“*Harriett in the Promised Land"’ |
real with few softening influences was a thing of fantasy, a delicate
T'hey could perceive that a thread of dream-like garden, an eerie tangle of
humor in Harlem life was existant pale exotic blossoms nodding in a
and had been reflected faithfully (or breeze that-never-was
instinctively) by Jacob Lawrence, the Mr. Lawrence, honored by Bran "
young, budding artist deis and many other universities and Amer'ca n State Ba nk

museums across the land, is a

When they had examined all of the
professor of Art at the University of

painings, the visitors hied themselves
off to the Museum's Berg Swann Washington. ““The Bank that integration built"’
auditorium to hear a ‘‘talk’’ by Lawrence was accompanied to 2737 N.E. Union 282-2216

Portland by his wife, Gwen, who is a
sculptor and a painter.

Jacob Lawrence himself

In the auditorium, Lawrence con

ducted a slide show of a larger num

ber of his paintings and invited his
audience to call out questions or
comments as the showing continued

What transpired from the random
questions, was the revelation of the 3;’
(oS ik

I hle iies abiding 1in this
humble qualities abiding 1 W

dignified and sophisticated gen
tleman painter. He appeared not to Jacob Lawrence stands beside his painting in one-man show.

take affront at any of the personal

questions which sometimes hit at and

burrowed deep into the painter’s
motives for doing this or that with
his work

LLawrence endeavored to find ans
wers to all questions called to him
and he admitted that his work was

largely autobiographical

He had lived in crowed Harlem
He had |‘\I.'.:I|;'Lj what he saw. He was
poor. He used what materials he
had. Brown wrapping paper. Water
colors. No oils or canvas,; just paper
and gouache.

And, the pictures, he said, ‘‘came
out of my experience at that time.”’

He was “‘only 17 or s0,"" Lawrence
said, when he began to paint. He

“never intended to make a social

commentary, although it turned out

that way. Never thought of 1t as an

expressed philosophy but it was Artists discuss Mr. Lawrence’'s work on view at Wentz Gallery in

taking place Portland Art Museum. Al Goldsby, metal sculpturist, Mrs. Gwen

Lawrence took advantage of the Lawrence, painter and sculptor, and Jacob Lawrencae.
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