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Sports Talk
by Ron Sykes 
Sports Editor

C o ld , bo ld , Black and together.
T im m y W hite.

Perhaps you rem em ber reading 
tha t USC last year recru ited , suc­
cessfully, the lop  six prep quarte r­
backs in the country. Jack Disney, 
I A  w r ite r ,  d id  an a rtic le  on M r. 
W hite that I ’m sure would be o l in ­
terest to  any young  g ilte d  B lack 
athlete who is seriously considering 
m a lricu lting  at DSL As the quarter 
back at Asbury Park High School in 
New Jersey, Jim m y W hite received 
in o rd ina te  a tten tion  fo r  a 17-year- 
o ld  athlete. Disney writes fu rth e r:
I he most exciting thing to come out 
o f high school since I ana I urner, 
they said.

W ith in  tw o  days tune, d u r in g  
I ebruaty o l 1977, the fron t door o f 
I im m y 's  fa m ily 's  m odest South 
B e lm er, N l hom e became the 
d e s tin a tio n  o l co llege  fo o tb a l l ’ s 
famous coaches

Bear Bryant came calling. So did 
W ood y Hayes Joe P a le rn o  was 
there. And so were Jerry Donahue 
( D l l  A ) and John Robinson (I SC I

I he A ssoc ia ted  Press sent a 
correspondent So did IJP. I he New 
York D a ily  News and the Newark 
Star I edger.

It was as il the world fro th ing  to 
know where I in im y  W h ile  w ou ld  
p lay his college fo o tb a ll I t ’ s not 
every year the I astern Slates’ sprint 
cham pion can throw  a foo tb a ll 6(1 
yards.

“ I th in k  I had o i le rs  fro m  
everywhere except maybe Alaska and 
B e rm u d a ,”  reca lls  the 5 11, 175 
pound pride ol Asbury Park.

What nobody to ld  young W hite , 
and perhaps Robinson should have, 
was that maybe Ins talents weren't 
rig h t fo r  the S ou thern  ( al I f o r ­
m a tio n . W ishbone seemed m ore 
I m in i)  W hite 's style.

He had completed 30 o l 67 passes 
lo r Asbury H igh, Disney writes. But 
young W hite had averaged H.2 sards 
c a rry in g  Ihe fo o tb a ll .  Speed was 
cleai Is his ally. I inimy W hite had 
watched Jim m y Jones quarterback 
DSC on IV  in the early seventies. 
J im m y Jones hail overcom e much 
the same kind o f skepticism. I in im y 
W hite  wanted one day to emulate 
J im m y Jones.

Besides, I Sc had been where O .J. 
carried  the ba ll It was the school 
wav out West where they had that 
white horse around the track I he 
on ly th ing that J im m y d id n ’ t like 

was those aw fu l un iform s w ith those 
long w h ite  socks and black shoes. 
But now, I in im y says, " I  hey do n ’ t 
look so b a d ."

A ll I im m y wanted from  (JSC was 
the assurance o f a la ir  tr ia l at quar­
terback. Ihe  rest, he was confident, 
would take care o f itself

So when John R o b inson  to ld  
Jim m y W hite that he would indeed 
gel his shot. DSC had won perhaps 
the most celebrated in te rscho lastic  
loo tba ll player in history.

W hat young I in im y d id n ’ t know,

however, was that USC had also won 
fou r o ther blue ch ip  prep qu a rte r­
backs, all w ith  superb credentails. "1 
h o ne s tly  w a sn ’ t in te res ted  in the 
m ateria l things some o f  the others 
o ffe re d ,"  says W hile . L ike  ihe cushy 
jo b  lo r  his father. O r the brand new 
garage fo r the South Belmar home. 
Or the cars several recruiters offered.

I I  you lo o k  at y o u r p ro g ra m
Saturday at the Coliseum, you ’ ll find
I in im y W hite ’ s name. He's Number

6, a nice low  num ber b e f it t in g  a 
quarterback.

But Number 6 isn 't a quarterback 
now. A nd  d o n ’ t look on the two- 
deep lin e u p  fo r  1 in im y  W h ite 's  
nam e He is IJS C 's  th ird  s tr in g  
Hanker, right behind freshman Je ff 
S im m o ns, w ho backs up K ev in  
W illiam s.

I in im y  W hite  never played last 
season He was red-sh irted, no, an 
uncom m on practice w ith a talented 
freshman quarterback to  preserve a 
season o l e lig ib ility  during a year o f 
learning.

He te ch n ica lly  rem ains a fresh ­
m an. M e a n w h ile , I n in n y  W h ite  
agreed to  a te m p o ra ry  sw itch  o f  
positions.

“ We s till leel he has a fu tu re  at 
q u a rte rb a c k  and w e 'l l m ove h im  
back there a lte r the season,”  says 
C oacli John. "B u t we tell he must 
c o n tr ib u te  now . W ith  ou r present 
quarterback situa tion , I im m y's best 
op po rtu n ity  is at wide receiver. He's 
a natural athlete w ith great speed and 
he learns q u ic k ly .”

How many times has this situation 
accu rrcd  in college to good Black 
ath le tes? lo o  m any. Says W h ite , 
" I t 's  the best thing fo r me in terms 
o l right now But I ’ m not ready to 
give it up on qua rte rback ."

“ I d id n ’ t come here expecting to 
be an instant s u p e rs ta r," he says. 
“ We d id n ’ t have the most 
soph istica ted high school fo o tb a ll 
team .”

A rum or recently surfaced, writes 
Disney , that I in im y  W hite  w ou ld  
I ra n s le r  to  O k la h o m a  where the 
quaitcrback is just as like ly to run as 
pass. Not true says white. I ’ ve never 
con s id e red  le as in g . I ’ ve got a 
challenge here.

W hite 's best friends have to ld bin, 
that he's not going to play quarter­
back at S i , and tha t he sou ld  
become a w ide receiver.

.He grins. And in a voice still hoar­
se, Disney says, from  yelling at the 
sidelines, T im m y W h ite  says, “ I 
d id n 't know anybody when I came 
here. But even in  m y w orst 
depression, I never felt homesick.
I here's no th ing  really w rong w ith  
Asbury Park But I 'd  become the 
water boy be lore I 'd  lease h e re ."
W hs is Si a peienrual winner? W ell, 
lo r  starters they have young men at 
every position w ith almost the sam • 
p ro b le m  as M r. J im m y  W h ite  
Charles W hite , their A ll Am erican 
ta ilb a c k , was a lm ost sw itched Io 
delense in his freshman year.
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Portland NAACP President Lucious Hicks IV (right) and Life Mem  
bership Chairman Isaac Payne (second from left) present Mrs Faralene 
Gaither. Vice President of the M ultnom ah Women s Club Inc w ith  the 
civic organization's NAACP Golden Heritage Life Mem bership plaque 
Dr Clarence Pruitt. NAACP Second Vice President and Chairman of’ 
the Membership Com m ittee looks on The Multnom ah W omen's Club 
Inc received the first fully paid NAACP Golden Heritag Life Mem  
berhip ($1.000) on October 6th at the home of Mr. and Mrs Aurthur 
Cox

M u ltn o m a h  W o m en 's  C lub. Inc. m em bers w ho  a tte n d e d  the  
ceremony include Mrs Mam ie West; Mrs Gaither; Mrs Shirley King; 
Mrs Viola Mayes; Mrs Martha Payne (Treasurer) Mrs Arie Randall. 
Mrs Etole Cox, Mrs Pricilla Calhoun (Secretary); Mrs Jewell White 
and Mrs. Russia Mae Lewis
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I ne stripes' Ml over I fregón Illese 
s in ,»es are annoim i mg ihe new Kirsi 
National Bankini, Curd I, s the hanking 
< i liive illen i :e \ i >u v e I k -en wailing lor 
and it's ym irs anloinaiically w ith any 
First Natii inai persi mal ehei kun, 
account—current or new 
New check-cashing convenience in 
Oregon and a ll over the West! t fur 
new First National BankmgCard w ill 
uh n ill! y V i m as a v allied elis io ,tier and 
lei von msianilv cash a check lor the 
balani e in your accouni up to s 20(1 
Han,er atuoiinis lake onlv a lew 
ino,tienisi al .mv h irsi National olin e in 
• fregón and ai more ihan Hi K 'otin  es oi 
affiliated Western liani orporulton

.. ...................w i sh rn  states
Convenient check acceptance at 
thousands of Oregon merchants! It
vim now have a First Courtesy ( kird. 
to u r new Bankiin, Card w ill havea 
svin im i which means vour checks w ill 
I m' honored at thousands ol line 
tnereh.mis th ro iii,hont t frei,on \n d  
we ve raised vour purchasing power 
troni slO O tn sJtMt m goods and 
serv lees II von don I have ihe First 
(ourlesv f a rd leal n re, open a I hei kiln, 
n conni with us and apply lor it 

Good for instant cash! flits  un ig iie  
Bankini, ( ..ml w ill allow v on Io gel < ash 
and transact other hank business at .m \ 
" lo u r  .">(1 First I »av a  Night feller

■ * I ' ' I I , T
davs a week 
Good for all First National 
customers! Il von re already a First 
National personal. he< king customer. 
\ our new II,ink ing ( ard is coiuiui, in 
th e  mail It \ mi now have a Firs,
<.ourlesv , aril vim w ill im d vm ir First 
• .ourlesv ( ard sy mhol on Ihe hai k 
If you d on ’t have an account with 
us: I, you re no, a First National 
' "s lim ier. Imd m il how easv it is lo 
o,Km an ai i o im l by calling or visiting 
vour local First National 
oihi e Soon vim, too. w ill 
I«' say mg First Naliimal 

dial s iiiv bank '

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF OREGON
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