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EDITORIAL/OPINION

Coalition has its place

Does the Community Coelition for Schoot In-
tegration stil have a role 10 play? With the advent
of the Black United Front, the dnve for equitable
school desegregation has passed from the
Coalihon to the Black Unned Front

The Coalition 1s rather late in deciding to sup-
port and assist the BUF. it should have been the
first No other organization understood so vividly
the injustices suffered Black children in the
Portland Public Schoois and had the facts to
support their findings. But rather than come for-
ward in that time of cnsis the Coslition remained
silent

Some of its members chose to make their
move through a new coalition Schoois for the
City, the League of Women Voters, and
Ecumenical Ministries. Through these groups
they wili attempt to educate the white com-
munity This 18 a proper role for those groups -
and an effort that 1s needed -- but it is almost like
the blind leading the biind -- the white leading the
white

True, many of the same peopie are involved —
the same ! ttle Schoois for the City group was a
decision making element in the Coalition But in

The drink you take. ..

Jrom the Atlanta Inquirer

You wouldn’t get a child drunk, would you?
No. Waell, how asbout an unborn baby? Would
you let it get drunk?

Of course you wouldn’t Yet, many unborn
babies are overloaded with their mother’'s
aicohol Not just to the point of getting tipsy, but
a's0 to the point of developing birth defects.

The startling facts are these: Studies have
shown that heavy drinking by the mother can
result in a definite pattern of physical, mental
and behavioral abnormalities. So definite 1s the
pattern that researchers have named it the ‘‘fetal
alcohol syndrome”. The babies produced with
this syndrome have birth defects and are, among
other symptoms, shorter and lighter in weight
than normal, and didn't “‘catch up’ even after
special postnatal care was provided.

The full-bloom syndrome has only been iden-
tified in offspring after heavy drinking by the
mothar Heavy drinking is described as three or
more ounces of absolute alcohol per day. That's
equivalent to six average-sized drinks.

But, recent research has shown that drinking
in lesser amounts (starting at about 1 ounce of
absolute alcohol) during pregnancy can harm
the unborn baby, resuiting in some of the syn-
drome’s symptoms. ‘‘Binge’’ drinking, par-
ticularly at a sensitive time for the fetus, can also

wilderness
Those who are left in the

has work to do after all

scene_ it will have a role

ing the Black community.

be richly rewarded.

possibility,

becomes drunk as well But,

mother

“no” when it's had enough

mixing drugs and aicohol.

the Coalitior they were exposed to the few
Blacks who did regularly participate-- like the
light n the darkness or the voice crying in the

Coalition intend to

make their soices heard -- 10 support the work of
the BUF and to assist where possible. With some
of the more conservative (or reserved) element
out of leadership roles, the Coalition may find it

The Coalition has established credibility over
the past two years It has earned the right to be
heard. As the only truty inter-racial group on the

to play, both in

educating the white community and in support-

The recommendations the Coalition made to
the School Board were largely rejected by the
district, but the real culmination of the Coalition’s
work will be seen in the victory of the Black
United Front. Those members of the Coalition
who are willing to take a subordinate position to
the Black United Front and support its efforts will

one party have some adverse effects? A definite

What is known, aside from the fetal aicohol
syndrome, i1s that if the expectant mother
becomes drunk at a party,

her unborn baby
of course, the tiny

developing system of the fetus is not nearly as
equipped handle alcohol as the system of the

The unborn baby becomes drunk because the
alcohol disgested by the pregnant woman readity
crosses the placenta to the fetus. But the un-
developed liver in the fetus can burn up alcohol
at less than haif the rate of an adult liver. That
means that the alcohol remains in the fetal
system longer than in the adult system.

Unfortunately, the unborn child can’t say

While the risks of moderate and binge drinking
are just beginning to be appreciated, the effect
of smoking and diet deficiencies tied in with
drinking are relatively unknown Of course, any
drugs being taken by the pregnant mother may
interact in various negative ways with any
alcohol that is consumed. Pregnant mothers
should consult with their physicians about

Until all the facts are in about the effect of
alcohol on the unborn, it makes sense to exercise
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All along, the questuon has been
when rather than (f the conference
would bog down Now : has The
conference was called *y the new
Conservauve government to 7y and
resolve the 14 year old Rhodeva
deadlock It brought ‘ogether 1he
currently warring fact.ons om ‘ne
one hand Abel Muzorewa and [an
Smith representing ‘he ' gover-
nament’ 1n Salisbury tmar wpposedly
was installed after the nolding of the
March ‘electnions ' and the guerniia
represented Through the Pairmone
Front

The guerniias have 4. along mar
tained that the so-called elect on
were a fraud and a "am ard 74

did not change anyihing ar all in
Rhodesia excep: '1e ‘ace ne
enemy The emem: =0 ‘oager works
directly but through puppets Tl

why. with == » mund, 11 »as easy 'c
see that the conference was doomed
before i1 got of I rhe ground

They have been negot 2::ng since
September 10th and over "he week:
some progress was reported It
was considered significant “hat they
came together at all However each
side came with a hardline policy
Muzorewa refusing to yield to new
elections as proposed by tne Britsn
while the Patniotic Front, imsisting
that the Muzorewa regime wa
illegal. indicated 1t would accept
nothing short of a total dismantling
of the Smith-Muzorewa clique

*s N Funge Kumbula

Britain. chainng the negotatons,
~ad managed 1= sidestep these earlier
Aifficulnies by getting both udes to
negol.ate onm a mew coastitution
which would be the basis for new
electons and. consequently, a new
governmen: While imitially both
i:des had rejected !his with
Muzorewa claiming fly government
elected by the peopie of Zim-

was

=~abwse and :he PF nsisting on
negotiating the mechanism o! the
t=amster of power [irit. they had later

0 talked abou’ a consttution first
Briran ‘hen drafted a con-
itional proposal which did not
a'og2iner ehminate the dominant
role of the whites but curtailed 1t
somewhat [n the old document, they
had held 28 o 100 seats and effective
veto power. n this new one they
~ould hold 24 of 120 without the
veto pros:so. Though initially
adamant over thi,, Muzorewa,
decrying the cutting back of whites’
privileges, had finally been forced to
accept it S0 as not to be left out, the
PF had also tentatively accepted the
proposed document
Last Friday, Britain pushed for
final acceptance of the coastitutional
draft by both sides Muzorewa and
Smith had accepted but the PF sad
No! ' insisung that it did not make
sense (o discuss a constitution before
discussing the most umportant i1ssue
of all control of the armed forces.
Apparently, the constitutional draft

Rhodesia: Stalemate at London Conference

had avoided all mention of this
prickly i1ssue Exasperated, Britain
supposedly has piven an ulimatum
to the PF “*Accept this document or
eise ' What the orelse. ""1sno
one really knows

What options does Britain have?
Recognize the current Smith regime
and eliminate sanctions as Muzorewa
has begged for so loag? What would
Bntain do about stopping the war?
Send 1n Briush soldiers to bolster the
sagging South-Muzorewa alliance?
The iriz two options she might un-
dertake, however, the warning from
the Lusaka conference that came
from Black Afnca not to sell their
brothers and sisters 15 still too fresh
and cannot be taken too lightly. Ac.
cepung Rhodesia would almost 1m-
medhately alienate all Afnca.

The second option 18 not even wor-
th considering. Britain abdicated her
role in 1965 when she failed 1o show
up with the necessary troops to quell
the Smith rebellion. By rejecting this
constitution, the Africans are oaly
acting 1n their own best interests.
They have to have control of the ar-
my before there can be any transfer
of power at all. It 1s also the first
ume | have heard of when one coun-
try not only writes out an entire con-
stitution for another but also ac-
tually tnies to force it on the people
concerned. Smells of a return to
slave days to me.

Africa: Losing freedom to dependence

by Abdul Rahman Mohamed Babu*

{PNS)—W hile the white minori
ruled nation: of Sourhern Africa
continue the struggle for freedom
from colon.alism. the people of
Black-ruled hberated’” Africa are
losing their independence Just a
they were once slaves to foreign
governments, they are now shackled
to foreign debts

This new form of enslavement s
not only economic Many Africans
are also losing their hard won
political and civil liberties For the
greater the popular discontent over
economic problems, the greater s the
intensity of social control and
repression coming from Black
African leaders struggling to stay in
power

This pattern has plagued Afnca,
and indeed all developing countnes,
ever since independence The 300
million people of Africa currently
owe more than 3600 billion—or
$2.000 for every man, woman and
child—contracted on their behalf but
without their consent

The young generation passing
through its formative penod in post-
colonial Africa is getting increasingly
restless, finding itsell without any
role to play

In colomal Africa, these young
people would be among the leading
cadres of political movements, trade
union organizations and women
detachments, mobilizing their people
in the struggle for independence

Now all these movements are un-
der firm central control, bowing to
governments which do not tolerate
divergent opinion. The frustrations
of military or one-party states leads
more and more young people to ask:
Independence for whom?

Independence has indeed lost its
meaning and direction. An extreme
example 1s the Bokassa syndrome 1n
the Central African Empire. A
colonial corporal raises himself to an
emperor with a colossal and costly
fanfare paid for in borrowed foreign
currency, forcing millions of his un-
derfed subjects and their offspring to
bear the burden of servicing and
repaying the debt Emperor Bokassa
may be dismissed as an eccentric, but
he 15 a reflection of a trend that has
sadly become universal in Africa, to
the delight of its detractors.

Most of the countries 1n Africa are
virtually insolvent due mostly to
decisions which made no sense
politically or economically Not all
leaders go to the extent of installing
themselves as emperors, but many
act and spend like emperors.

International banking institutions,
ambitious foreign investors out (0
eaploit the abundant national re-
sources and cheap labor force, and
political novices combine to lead the
African people into a hopeless
economic guagmire.

The process of impoverishment 1s
happening under our very noses,
overily in Zaire, coverily elsewhere
International lenders mandate
aboliion of what little social weifare
programs exist, and decontrol of

prices of food and other necessihies

Al the same lime, they impose severe el -

restrictions on wage increases, harsh
penalties for workers and student
iirikers, continuous devaluation of
national currencies, and as a final
national humiliation, direct control
' financial and monetary policies
right down to the level of revenue
«ollection

The rehiance on foreign lenders af-
fects all types of economies, whether
they are categorized as socialist,
capitalist, or humamst The coun-
tries that encourage privale enter-
prise are confronted with a lack of
export outlets, balance of payments

~rise: and urban unemployment
Bu: 'he :p-called sncialist and
humanist countries that have

nationalized some private enter-
prises have devastating problems as
well

A: Prime Minister Manley of
Jamaica laments, ‘*We still produce
what we do not consume, and con-
sume what we do not produce. ’

Almost without exception, the
sociabist and humanmist countries are
affected by economic stagnation-—-
becoming poor men's welfare states.
This is partly a result of distortion of
internal trade, scarcity of bzasic
necessities, over-organtzation tnat
obstructs production, and a large
public bureaucracy. But the
stagnation 1S even more a conse-
quence of ill-conceived policies mis-
understood by both the ininators and
the people for whom they are made.

The characteristic weakness of
these economics 1 that they emulate
socialist organization only super-
ficially without the guidance of the
theory which makes socialism a
di :inct world outlook. Socialism s a
totality and it cannot be extracted 1n
bits here and bits there.

This lack of socialist totality—
such as socialist planning and worker
control of state power, makes pre-
tenses to socialism ridiculous.
What 15 worse, 1t ideologically dis-
arms the people and leaves the coun-
try extremely vulnerable to internal
and external pressures.

Increasingly, the peasants of
Africa are opting out of commodity
production and the cycle of depen-
dency by producing food only for
their own subsistence

Under direct colonialism, the
peasants were forced to produce for
the world market to satisfy impon
needs of the colonial power that

domunated them, and 1o earn cash
for the maintenance of the state
which oppressed them.

After colonialism, the peasants see
the same situation, only now inten-
sified by nationalist fervor. They see
their standard of living falling, both
absolutely and relative to the bureau-
cracy and the military. They see their
children *‘educated,'’ which too of-
ten means turning them into useless
material for a rural economy, and
unemployabie in the urban enclaves.
They see prisons for their sons and
prostitution for their daughters. The
peasants are deciding that the game
1sn’t worth the candle, and they are
opting out of it.

In retreating to subsistence,
however, the peasants not only cease
to produce for the world market, but
they also narrow the home market
still further. Faced with virtual
economic disintegration, more and
more African states have reverted 1o
the use of force 1o maintain produc-
tion.

The retreat to old forms, dic-
tatorial and despotic, needs neither
effort nor ingenuity in the ex-
colonies. The state and its coercive
apparatus are all there, inherited
from colonialism which the post-
colonial leaders never bothered to
“‘smash’’ as they came to power.

Thus, while we are fighting to end
colonialism through the front door,
a new colonialism comes in through
the back door. The old colonialists
came in with the connivance of the
old chiefs; the new ones connive
with new, better-educated political
leaders.

Just as in the 1880s Africa was
divided, carved up and offered for
sale, 50 in the 1980s Africa may ex-
perience a new auction. The pity is
that while our predecessors were forced
into colonial bondage as free men,
we enter the new bondage totally
bankrupt—aiready half enslaved by
an enormous debt that our future
generations can never hope to repay.

*Babu has served in numerous high-
level posts in the government of Tan-
ania. He was imprisoned for six
years Jor political crimes which he
denies, and was released last year
Jollowing pleas Jrom Amnesty In-
lernational and other human rights
groups. He s currently a correspon-
deni for New Africa magazine
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