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EDITORIAL/OPINION

*On the move”’

The chairman of the Portiand Public Schools
Title Vil advisory commities told his members at
their first meeting this schoo! year, Title Vii s
on the move

H Title Vii had been on the move, much of the
current turmor over desegregation would be un-
necessary The Titie VIl committes has the
respons:bility of writing the proposal for the
District's federal desegregation grant, over-
seeing the use of the funds and advising the Title
V1l staff and the Distnct

An alert Title VII comm ttee would have
led to the threat of a schoo! boycott. They would
have rea'zed that Black chidren are wxde'y scat-
tered throughout the Distnct’s white schoo's on
8 hit and miss bass not desgned to enhance the
educationa opportunities of Black chidren or of
sny chidren This nformation was brought to
the pubiic by the community Cosltion for Schoo
integraton  not by the Titse Vil committee

An invoived Title Vil committee wou'd have
known the Districts discipline policies
discriminated aganst bussed Black children long
before HEW came in and found the Dsstrict in
non-compliance They would know that many of
their ‘Title VIl * schoois still discipiine Black
chiidren in 8 much more harsh manner than they
do whites, that the rato of Black suspensions in
some of the schoois they supervise s beyond
stificat

An active Tite VIi committee whould have
realized that Black chidren were standing in the
rain, not allowed to go nto some school
buiidings to wait for therr buses They would
have known that the students recerving Trtle VI
compensatory education are progressing at a
rate s'ower than that of the average Distrct
student

A cunous Tite VIl committee wou'd have
recognzed the probems wentfied by the Black
United Front and the Coa'rtion ‘ong before they
read about them n the press. The charman
prased the commitiee for meeting dunng the
summer to respond to the BUF demands — sup-
porting the BUF goals and many of s demands
To its cred't the commimtiee also approved
many of the Coa'iton recommendatons The
problem 3 that this comm ttee. not the BUF or
the Coalition, shou'd have brought these
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concemns and others to the parents and the
public

The Title VIl commitiee is an appointed
crizens committes composed of representatives
of organizations, parents and tsachers. Several
members have served for many years. In fair-
ness, the time availsble t0 members s mited
and judging from the frustration suffered by
other commitises, s access t0 information siso
s imited. We do not question the interest or the
sancenty of the members of the committee, but it
1s there by federa’ regulation to protsct the rights
of Black children and other children and it is
gme that Trtle Vii s on the move.’

Protecting our rights

Whule the courts the Justice Department and
the nation s press contampiated the meaning of
the First Amendment, the ' Press Connection”
took the bu' by the homs and printsd a letter
teling how 10 build a hydrogen bomb.

The Progressive magazine and 3 University
of Caifornia student newspaper were under
court injuction ordering them not 1o print simiar
material

Throughout this debate over whether the
government has the right of pnor restraint’’, the
right to prevent the publication of material, the
mMajor press organzations remaned silent. Many
feared that if The Progressive ' gnored the
court order and insisted on its constitutional right
to pubiish that would ‘ead to further restraints
on the press

The Progressive editors mainta:ned that
all of the nformation contaned n ther arbcle
was public and had been gained through public
sources Furthermore nothing n the article
cou'd enabie a nato™ 10 buid the bomb This
could be sccompished on'y by the highly advan-
ced nations and if they want the technology they
have it

The rea queston 's government secrecy and
whether the peopile have the nght to know not
onty about the bomb but about the technology
and economy that support it and the dangers
thereof

Our congratusitions to The Press Connec-
ton and The Progressve Only through the
bod acbon of a few wil the constitubonal nghts
of all Americans be protected

1 wen! to see the local producton
of For Colored Girls  and | was all
pnmed 1o get my defenses up. to
have my stomach tied up in Litte
knots, and to walk away with my
cnitical tongue lashing .ts author
without mercy As sO Many Commen-
wators have done across the natnon

I came away not defensive, but
puzzied by all the advance complants
about the show | was not knotted up
in the stomach, b felt calm and re-
laxed Words of prase were freely
used 10 descnbe the evenung's enter-

It 15 not a negauve play There has
been too much fuss over 100 bitle for
too long

Produced by the Black Reperory
Theater under the tasteful directon
of Rosemary Allen, and running at
the fine Cathn Gabel Center for the
Performing Arts, For Colored
Grls s an en)oyable production
winch has pven us the energetc 1n-
nghts of Black women who talk with
stark reakity abou! love and sex, feel-
ings, relapon:nips, and aspuranons
In carefills coordinated movements
of dance and Lighung changes, shon

cnsp poems are spoken wiih sens-
tive wisdom The pilayers were
engaging. although at times there
was a mused inflecuon or an idea
poorly nterpreted In all, t was a
warming expenence, shuch advanced
the understanding of the audience
The controversy over Ntozake
Shange's For Colored Gurls ]
+ery hollow | can say pow with firs-
hand knowledge Tony Brown np-
ped Ms Shange up on hus televiion
show. Vernon Jordan blasted the
play 10 his column; and Robert
Swapies defamed her personality n a
recent wssue of the Biack Scholer
As | waiched the show, | feit -
creanngly uneas)y in that my perspec-
ve¢ had been molded with pegative
thoughts | accept these negative
wdeas too quickly | had faued to ap-
ply the lesson which Malcolm X
taught best of all: Dever accept
the ymages that bi e been created for
you'by someone else It 15 always bet-
ter to form the habn of learning how
1o sec things for yourseil hsten for
yourseil and tunk for yourseif. then
yOu are
for yourself
Carolyn Easter!y. one of the
piayers whose performance adds

n better posiuon (o judge

matunity and depth 10 a young cast,
mvs  Insiead of peopie petung all up-
ught about what 13 baing saxd, they
should focus on the oppression, the
racisn that has brought about the
negauve reactions we have toward

one another Black women and
Black men need 1o check themselves
out and there 15 more than meets the
eye

The arustry of For Colored
Girts 1s the expression of Ntozake
Shange's poetic conception As the
whuri of cnusm mounted around her,
perhaps she found solace 1n
Langsion Hughes timeless mani-
festo. pninied 1n 1926: ** We younger
Negro artist »=ho create now in-
tend 10 express owr indivichual dark
skinned selves without fear or
shame If the white folks seem
pleased, we are glad If they are not,
! doesn't matter. We know we are
beauuful Ugly t00. The Tom-Tom
cnes and the Tom-Tom laughs. If
colored peopic are pleased, we are
glad If they are not, theirr
dispéeasure doesn't matter esther We
build our tempiles for tomorrow,
sirong as we know them, and we
stand on top of the mounwan, free
withun ourseives ™’

by N. Funge Kumbula

Agostinho Neto 1923-1979
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A fnead and | were talinng this
past Sunday about the death lam
week of Premdent Agostinho Nexo of
Angols. | had decned the fact tha
thes desth was 30 umtimely and my
pal responded with the guestion:
‘When 15 a death ever tmely?’ Tha
certamly was 2 true siatement. death
13 pever tmely but in Neto's case |
find myself thinking it was more un-
tamely than ussal.

Born in rural Angola i 1923 10 a
father who was a Methodist preacher
and a mother molded mto the peren-
mal role of housewife that most
Afncan mothers 10 colomual Afnca
find themselves strapped 1a, Neto
demonstrated ngh imeflect from an
carly age. So much 5o that, after
compileting hus education m Angola,
be won a scholarship 10 go and study
mediane 10 Portugal. Angola was
then a Portugeese colony While
studying in Portugal, be first became
involved 1o pohics and was jaled for
has pobracal activinees.

He returned 1o Angola where be
practiced mechane for a while before
he was again arrested for political ac-
uvism but, he managed 10 escape
from jail and became the leader of
the then fledgling Popular Move-
ment for the Liberabon of Angoia
MPLA) The Portaguese had ex-
plonied Angola (along with Mozam-
baque and Gunea Busau) for almost
500 years and, even though
colonmahism was being overthroen
throughout Africa, the Portuguese
demonstrated no such wnllmgness to
gi*e up Angola, Mozambique or
Guines Bassau [n 1949 therefore, the
MPLA launched s long and bitter
war of bberanon wiuch culmunasted
10 the defeat of the Portuguese in
1975

This Afncan victory over the Por-
tuguese signaled an umportant (uwn-
ing pownt m Afnca’s long and bimer
batte against colomabism The vic-
tory was, however, soon couded by
an equally betier internecine struggle
puung Neto's MPLA against Jonas
Savimbn's UNITA (Navonal Unsoa
for the Total Independence of
Angola) and Holden Roberto's
FNLA (Nauonal Fromt for the
Liberation of Angola) While
fighting the Portuguese, the three
groups had ofien clashed whenever
they met even though FNLA was
based 1n the north close 1o the Zaire
border, UNITA 10 the south on the
Namibwan border whule the MPLA
was concentrated mostly in central
Angola and around the capital of
Luanda

The MPLA has always been very
closely allied with Moscow and
follows a socialist path. UNITA and
FNLA naturally sought albes in the
West. Dunng the avil war, the CIA
funneled money to the two groups
through Zaure The U S Senate had
just passed the Clark amendment
winch forbade the use of Amencan
Lroops o any war winch the U S was
not formally a1 war South Afnca,
which was very anxous 10 prevent an
MPLA government from comung 1o
power 1n Angola because the MPLA
had always been working very ciosely
with SWAPO, the Namibian
liberation movement, i1nvaded
Angola 10 aid UNITA. The MPLA
had, by this timne, called on Cuba for
belp and the Cubans sent several
hundred men 10 beip Neto out. In the
battle that followed, the South
Afncans were routed and forced 10
retreat back across the border into
Namibia. Thus was a very embarass-
ing and hemilisting setback for
South Afnca. To date, her mvolve
ment 1n the destabilizatioa of the
MPLA government has been restrcted
to traming, equipping. finascing,
transporting and occasionally
rescuang UNITA terronsts who seill

What
mnbhernied from the Portuguese was
Dol an economy at all it was a
shambies The MPLA's coffers were
yust about exhausted by the 12 year
war Just about all industry had
ground 10 a hal and most of the Por-
tuguese who had been running
almost all essenntial services had fled
the country Foreign investment all
but dned up The United States led a
Western boycott of the new govern-
ment, thus effectively shutung off
any international assistance. All
these pressures were demgned to foroe
Neto 10 abandon his Marust policies
and pursue a pro-West approach.
The demands went so far as to tell
hum to include his two arch enemues,
Savimbx and Roberio in the govern-
ment if be wants Western axd Neto,
however, stubbormly refused to
compromuse the revolution for which
30 many of hus countrymen had pven
thewr lives. lnstead, he pressed on
with what be had, cutting corners but
pressng rnight on

The Angolans undersiood and put
up with the inevitable shortages In
tume, Investions began to come back
One of the most wmidely publicized
was Gulf, a company thar had left a
few years before because 1t could not
deal with an avowedly socialist
remme Neto ook a few “'jabs’ for
letung Gulf return, piven ber long

bhistory of association with the
colonal oppressor but, be explaned
that this was pure pragmalism
Angola needed Gulf to pump that oil
unul such a ume as Angolans can do
it themselves [n the meanume, he
would swallow his pnde 1n the 1n-
terests of feeding a hungry nation.
As an Afncan proverb goes. ‘Only a
fool would et hus famuly starve just
to protect hus pnde.  Besides, argued
Neto, Gulf was comung back under
the terms lad down by the govern-
ment of Angola

To thus day the U S sull refuses
to recognize the government of
Angola even though Angola 1s powa
member of the OAU, the United
Nauons, s recognized by all of
Afnca, most of Laun Amenca, the
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Caribbean, Europe, the Middle East,
the Far East and Australia. The Cag-
ter administration says it will noy
recognize the Angola government as
long as Cuban troops remain in
Angola and Angola counters by
saying that as long as South Africa
continues to pose a threat on iy
her Cuban allies 10 beip defend her
territory. This claim is not withowt
foundation: in recent years South
Afnca has made a number of raids
into Angois and in 1978, bombed the
Cassinga refugee camp, killing over
B00 women and children. This year
alone, Angola claims to have shot
down eight South African planes
sent into Angola on bombing raids.

Under Neto's leadership, Angola
had assumed a major role in the con-
tinping talks aimed at ending the
stalemate in Namibia. Angola is also
one of the five Front Line states
working (o0 find a sohition 10 the Rho-
desian dilemma. In the three shont
years since independence, Angola
had become one of the most impor-
tant countries in Afnca and, aloog
with Mozambique, oftea leads the
‘radical’ wing of intra-Africaa
Ofganizations. has provided
both SWAPO of Namibia and
ZAPU (Zimbabwe Afncan Peopla
Union) of Zimbabwe and the ANC
of South Africa with bases, training
facilities, financial support some-
umes and plenty of moral support.

With Neto gone—he died of can-
cer in Moscow last week, be also had
cirrhosis of the liver and
hepatitis—the major question is:
‘Whither now, Angola?’ Indications
at the moment are it is unlikely there
will be that much change 1o Angola’s
foreign or domestic policies. He had
built the MPLA into such a strong
organization, with specific objectives
and, it 1s safe 10 say thai, these will
be carried through by his suc-
cessor(s).

His touch will, of course, be
mussing; his exuberance, enthusiasm,
eloquence, determination and his
unique leadership capabilities bws,
the legacy he has left will cushiod®
these Josses somewhat.

*Son of Africa, we salute you!'
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