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PCC child care 
suffers
fund shortage

Growing demand for child day 
care will probably not soon slacken, 
according to a Portland Community 
College administrator, because “ the 
economics of today’s society dictate 
that both parents in most families 
work.”

And no cine is going to tell a 
mother she has to stay at home and 
take care of children, said Commery 
Warrell, chairman of PCC’s home 
economics department.

“ Single parent families are 
becoming more prevalent to o ,’ ’ 
Warrell said. “ Who expects that 
parent to remain home and be 
deprived of a decent income? There 
are a lot of young parents not willing 
to go on welfare.”

Lending urgency to the day care 
situation, for both college training of 
day care specialists and persons who 
would like to use the facilities, is 
what W arrell calls the “ ro ller 
coaster”  approach to funding. A 
shortage of state financing at present 
makes it d ifficu lt for community 
colleges like PCC to turn out enough 
qualified personnel, Warrell cau
tioned.

“ 1 guess the situation is a reflec
tion o f how our society looks at 
children. Good child day care is not 
babysitting. Skilled people are 
needed to help ensure the proper 
development o f these small 
children,”  she said.

“ Trained people, of course, don’ t 
come for free.”

At its peak, PCC’s early child
hood development program had 
enrollment of 60 students, with more 
names on a waiting list. This fall, 
W arrell doubts there w ill be 40 
students signed up.

“ In the past we’ve had to lim it 
enrollment because of the heavy em
phasis we put on field work. That 
takes lots of staff time,”  she said.

PCC offers a two-year associate of 
arts degree and a one-year certificate 
in early childhood development.

“ Our students are in demand 
because child day care is in demand. 
That’s the bottom line,”  the depart
ment head said. "A lm ost all the 
students we turn out in this program 
ate snapped right up by employers.”

There is also a movement afoot, 
Warrell said, that would make 
students eligible for day care sub
sidies.

“ Hardly any parent can afford the 
cost o f good quality center care, 
without the center being subsidized. 
Students are especially hard- 
pressed,”  she said.

Portland Community College 
operates two non-profit day care 
centers as laboratories for its early 
childhood development students 
and, Warrell added, as a service to 
students. The centers are located at 
Sylvania and Cascade centers.
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Interested in current books about African Liberation?

visit: JOHN REED BOOK STORE
In the Dekum Building 

519 S.W. 3rd Avenue Sixth Floor
Or Call: 227 2902

Nearly a decade 
ago, the region’s elec
tric suppliers were 
planning new generat
ing facilities to meet 
forecasted electricity 
needs. Thirteen plants 
were indicated. Today, 
only two are on sched
ule. Eleven plants have 
been delayed as much 
as three to six years.

Had the needed 
new Northyvest elec
tric generating plants

"e BUT THE BILL FOR DELAYED POWER PLANTS
been billions of dollars
less than they’ll cost 
now. And in the e n d ... the con
sumers will pick up the tab for 
delays in their electric hills

The Bad Taste of 
What’s to Come.

Last winter, the North
yvest came close to a severe 
electricity crisis. Power sup
plies were stretched to the 
breaking point. If there had 
been an unexpected plant 
shutdown, if we hadn’t been 
able to purchase outside poyv- 
er, if the cold spell had contin
ued...it could have pushed 
the dem and for electricity be
yond all available supply.

But the frightening 
thing is, the situation’s going 
to get worse. If our resources 
barelv got us through last 
winter, w hat’s going to happen

Concordia Neighborhood Asso
ciation and Dekum Court Tenants 
Association invited City Council 
members for an on-site review of 
the land they are asking the city 
to purchase, but only C om m is
sioner Connie M cCready showed 
up.

The Housing Authority of Port 
land sold the property adjacent 
to Dekum Court for private de 
velopment. and when the tenants 
found that ail of the open space 
except for a steep incline had 
been sold they asked HAP to re 
purchase a portion of the land

HAP refused, but the City Coun 
cil w ill decide next W ednesday 
whether to use federal Housing 
and C om m u nity  D eve lo p m en t 
funds to purchase a small portion  
of the land.

LAST WINTER WAS BAD ENOUGH. 
BILL FOR DELAYED POWER 
IS EVEN MORE SHOCKING.

next w inter yvhen tens of 
thousands o, neyv homes and 
businesses have increased that 
dem and for electricity.______
Is the Only Way Out of 
This Mess More and More 
Giant Power Plants?

The problem is supply 
and dem and. Right now, the 
dem and is running ayvav from 
the supply.

Clearly, with this kind 
of requirem ent ....some neyv 
major therm al power plants 
will be required to meet de
mand. But that doesn’t mean 
every effort possible shouldn’t 
be made to reduce the demand 
through conservation.
What Can We Do To Help 
You Save?

Pacific Power has manv 
effective programs designed 
to reduce wasted electricity... 
and monev. These include:

WEATHERIZATION 
FINANCING: Zero interest fin
ancing of home weatherization 
improvements available in

Hie People at Pacific Power

Oregon, Washington, Idaho 
and Montana. Low-interest 
financing available in Oregon 
and California.

THE HOME ENERGY 
ANALYSIS: A free in-home 
inspection ol energy saving po
tential with specific recom
mendations lor improvements 
vou can make.

SPECIAL CONSERVA
TION HELP: Hom ebuilders, 
commercial and industrial 
customers are eligible for a 
variety of energy management 
programs which are sponsored 
bv Pac ific Poyver.

Conservation of electric 
energy, through improved in
sulation, weatherstripping, 
application of active or pas
sive solar heating systems, 
yvood-burning stoves, or even 
wind power could play a part 
in vour effort to reduce your 
e l e c t r i c u s e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
Can Conservation Solve 
The Supply Problem?

Conservation is vital, 
imperative and essentia,. But

it can ’t erase the large 
deficit in needed new 
electric energv we 
face. T hat’s why vour 
help in finding new 
ways to save electric
ity must be matched 
bv your participation 
in helping avoid the 
penalties ol a serious 
electric crisis in the 
Northyvest.________
We Need Your 
Help.

There’s one 
thing that should be 
clear out of all the 
controversies over 

building needed new power 
plan ts.T hat’s the longer we 
wait ...not only will supply be 
jeopardized. but certainly, 
thecosts will rise.

It isn’t a question of 
coal or conservation; nuclear 
or non-polluting solar and 
wind; "h ard ’’ or “soft” paths 
to Northwest electric energy 
sufficiency.

It’s going to take all of 
the above.. and more. And 
time is running out.

It is also clear that we 
can't do it alone. Overcoming 
the delays in building needed 
new plants and achieving 
meaningful conservation re
quires a new level of involve
ment by all of us Please help.

Energv costs are 
mounting with everv delay.


