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Behind the wall

Larry Baker #35021,
0.5. P. Correspondeni

Oregon State Penitentiary is a dismal and lonely place at Christmas time.

To those men who are housed
in 0.S.P.'s Isolation and
Segregation Unit (the hole).

Behind the Wall” dedicates this
week's column to them as a
Christmas gift
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MARIE’'S KITCHEN
NOW OPEN

Tues-Thurs 6:30 am-6 pm
am-3.30 am

BREAKFAST AT ANYTIME
5246 N.E. UNION

PRORSSS s = = o s o
SERVICE & QUALITY MAKE OUR REPUTATION

4 ' STEWARTS CLEANERS
"o " Drapery Cleaning Specialists

Mon-Fri 8-5:30 Sat. 8-5

Y AND LAUNDRY SERVICE
WE DO ALTERATIONS

| look back at the two other
Christmas’ I've spent as a prisoner
and they seem almost a joyous oOc-
The sound of my mother’s
telling me I'm

casion
voice on the phone
loved and all the holidays in the
future we will be able 10 see each
other. |1 haven't been allowed to call
my mother for six months now. It
will be another vear before | hear her
vOICE again

I tell myself to grow up and stop
feeling sorry for myself. Everyone on
the tier tries to ease the feeling of
despair by telling jokes and making
fun of the guards. The Chaplain
passes out Christmas cards to remind
you where you are. You thank him
but feel like salt has been rubbed in a
wound

What is the purpose behind all
this? They say I'm being reformed.
They say this will make me a better
person. They say a lot of things that
don’t make any sense at all. All | can
say is that 1 won’t be responsible for
what | am in the future

Calvin Deadder 84064 ]
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Julius D. Snowden ¥38013
Poetry Editor

by Larrv Baker #3502/

HELLO FOR CHRISTMAS

oY B

Met a friend the other day
Who had come from miles away
Just 1o simply say, Hello For Christmas

She thought | would not recognize
That same familiar smile, with sparkles in her eves
Flashing out 1o say, Helio For Christmas

We had written many letters, time to time
Each had become my treasure
With precious words to memorize.

You see! A prison cell has been my home
And she had become the closest friend I'd known.
In my dream to come and sav, Hello for Christmas

s PP

It was very ack ward at the siart.
For two people only used to speaking with their heart,
In a letter, on a page, Hello For Christmas

But how do vou speak to this angel,
When tears start forming in vour eves.

Do vou speak her name in a joyful voice,

’ Or do vou whisper it with a sigh?

would feel is to forget.

So over the last year | have con-
ditioned myself to do so.

What | am trying to say s that a
man in here goes through so much
pain in mind, with such things as |
have listed above, that 1 feel it is
ridiculous to think that he would let
something like Christmas get to him
too much

Michael Stephens #4061 |

To be locked up during the Jewish
Holiday, away from my children, my
brothers, my sisters, not being able
to partake in the celebrations, taste
the special foods, drink the wine, not
being able to worship my God at the
side of my loved ones, not to hear the
songs of praise and devotion, not to
see the flame that burns in remem-
berance of those who died for their
beliefs in Jehovah, singing the trist-
ful chants that make the spirit
strong, not being able 10 kneel down
in a Holy Place to pray, not being
able to hold my wife, or to comfort
mv son and daughter — 1 am lost
There are no words to describe the
misery. My heart breaks anew each
morning, and | die with no honor
each mght

“The Angel of the Lord encamps
Him, and

around them that trusi

delivers them.’
Konrad Garcia 840261
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jecided not to ask if | was the one
who had t ean it up. So after the
tedious job of cleaning the sticky
mess off me and my property, | lay

back and think of all the joy-filled
I've lived in the past
There are so many special hittle
moments that I, and I'm sure other
have taken advantage of, and may
have even thought they were boring
Oh, how | wish | could live one of
those special little “*boring’’ moments
now, or even if 1 could watch my kid
playing with his new toys or ride his

Christmas

bike, or even just contently sit and
eat his candy

It is very painful to think that | am
eighteen years old and in the
inhumane clutches of the Oregon
judicial system serving a 100 year
sentence with a possible parole date
430 to 720 months away. My crime?
What is my crime? you say. First of

We ralked and talked about many rhings.
As I glanced at her three vear wedding ring
On the hand of my friend, who had come
to say, Hello For Christmas.
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Before we know where the time had gone
It was time for her to leave and move along
This friend who came to say, Hello for Christmas

45 she turned to say goodbye,
She gifted me with a familiar smile
Sparkling eves that would say, Hello For Christmas

So as I write this poem tonight,
Fresh memories of my friend in sight
Who had merely come to say, Hello For Christmas

all, it is the unforgiveable offense of
being a minority. Secondly, 1 did not
pay my lawyer more money for my
representation than the D.A. did for
my conviction. So people, listen well,
if you are traveling, and your jour-
ney takes you through Oregon, pull
over and stop before you enter this
State of judicial perversion and think
of your family, or if they are with
you, look at them, hug them, and
love them all, for it may be the last
time for a long time that you can en

joy a simple little moment . . .
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witt DRAFT YOU FOR ONLY 15¢
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For more Information

Call: 288-8768

Peggy Joseph-Graves

Personal & Business Insurance

283-5012

I'he New York Life agent in your
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is a valuable asset . . .
your health

and
appearance

CONMIPL R I oWl AN
TAMYE
I SN INSE BANSC R L VMs

Wh BEASIE R N T I A s
COMIPE D DING YO0 BEE L ATV ORMS I

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED

Come 1n at your convenience
PARK FREE-Any Park n Shop Lot
Wiekdave s Wam toipm
HOURS Suturday & U:nm lnl;ful
.
Dr. Jeffrey BRADY, Dentist

s WOV A Y AMBIIEE ST PO AN Ol 0N
PARE FLEN N RO DO 2NEp B oot altir st b NI AN

"7/;; ”%(J(’ ¢ /

X OB S

- , p
c ﬁ,/(nf/'/u m Y0 dacalional and realmend #e et

Happy Holiday Season —

but remember:

POSITIVELY NEGATIVE

WE DRANK FOR HAPPINESS AND BECAME UNHAPPY

WE DRANK FOR JOY AND BECAME MISERABLE

WE DRANK FOR SOCIABILITY AND BECAME ARGUMENTATIVE

WE DRANK FOR SOPHISTICATION AND BECAME OBNOXIOUS

WE DRANK FOR FRIENDSHIP AND MADE ENEMIES

WE DRANK FOR FREEDOM AND BECAME SLAVES

WE DRANK FOR STRENGTH AND FELT WEAK

WE DRANK FOR BRAVERY AND BECAME AFRAID

WE DRANK FOR CONFIDENCE AND BECAME DOUBTFUL

WE DRANK TO MAKE CONVERSATION EASIER AND SLURRED OUR SPEECH
WE DRANK TO FORGET AND WERE FOREVER HAUNTED

WE DRANK FOR RELAXATION AND GOT THE SHAKES

WE DRANK TO ERASE PROBLEMS AND SAW THEM MULTIPLY

WE DRANK FOR SLEEP AND AWOKE WITHOUT REST

WE DRANK FOR MEDICINAL AND ACQUIRED HEALTH PROBLEMS
WE DRANK TO FEEL HEAVENLY AND ENDED UP FEELING LIKE HELL
WE DRANK TO COPE WITH LIFE AND INVITED DEATH

EXODUS DAY TREATMENT
1223 N.E. Alberta
Portland, Oregon

284-1247




