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Hooks visita Portland NAACP Amorican State Bank

Reverend A. Bernard Devers

New Hope honors pastor
New Hope Baptist Church will 

hold a series o f services in honor of 
its Pastor, Reverend A. Bernard 
Devers, beginning Sunday. Devers 
has been Pastor o f New Hope for 
nearly three years.

In 1970, while a member o f New 
Hope Missionary Baptist Church in 
Seattle, Devers entered school to 
study for the ministry, graduating 
from Seattle Pacific College in 1975. 
While attending college he was 
associate minister o f his church.

On January 17, 1975 he became 
Pastor o f New Hope Missionary 
Baptist in Portland. Since moving to 
Portland he became involved in 
church and community activities: 
President, Portland District Sunday 

' Schools, Baptist Training Union and 
Ushers Congress; Vice President. 
Albina Ministerial Alliance;

Delegate. National Baptist Conven­
tion; President, Metropolitan 
Federal Credit Union; 32° Mason, 
Logan Lodge.

Reverend Devers has recorded two 
albums distributed nationally by 
Jewel Records o f Shreveport, 
Louisiana. One is entitled “ Remem­
ber Dr. King, Remember Dr. Jesus,”  
and the other entitled, “ Amazing 
Grace.”  He has also released a 45 
rpm recording entitled “ Because He 
Lives”  and “ Guide Me O Thou 
Great Jehovah.”  Other secular work 
experience has been Field Technician 
for Philco fo rd  Corporation in 
Thailand and Vietnam.

Reverend Devers and his wife, 
Deleria, have four children: Vipa, 
ten; Arthur Bernard II, eight; 
Demetrius and Demika, five.

Benjamin L. Hooks, the Executive 
Director o f the National NAACP, 
met with the Portland Branch 
NAACP Executive Committee while 
he was in Portland, according to 
Reverend John H. Jackson, 
President o f the Portland Branch. In 
town to speak to the national 
meeting df the Associated Pcss 
Managing Editors, Hooks requested 
a meeting with the Branch Executive 
Committee the night before his 
speech. Traveling with Hooks was 
the Associate Director o f Public In­
formation o f NAACP, Paul Brock.

Hooks had just been to two 
Southern churches one of which had 
presented him with a check for 
$10,000 for the NAACP and the 
other with a check for $5,000. He 
noted that the backbone o f the 
NAACP was now, as it always had 
been, the Black churches. He noted 
with regret that the support from 
prosperous, middle-class profes­
sional Blacks, as a group, was 
sporadic. He was more than grateful 
for those who served faithfully, but 
compared to the numbers of mem­
bers from the churches, and their 
ability to support the organization, 
he noted that the support o f the 
professional class was weak.

In his message to the NAACP 
Convention in Portland last July 
Hooks said, “ Remember, my brothers 
and sisters, none of us have made it 
until all o f us have made it . ”  He 
urged the Portland Branch to renew 
its efforts to interest both the 
professionals and the churches to 
jo in the NAACP. Hooks said he is 
seriously considering giving a percent­
age quota to cities against which to 
work for membership. He said, 
depending on the location o f the city 
or area, that there is really no reason 
at all why a Branch shouldn’t be 
asked to get five percent or seven 
percent o f the Black population as 
members. Hooks noted that only 
with increased membership can 
NAACP pull itself out o f its finan­
cial crisis in operating funds.

As a political action organization 
NAACP memberships, and Life 
Members, are not tax deductible. 
The NAACP Special Projects fund is 
tax deductible, but not one penny o f 
those funds, by law, can be used for 
operation o f NAACP.

The Executive Director said he had 
been closely examining NAACP’s 
financial status. When the Life 
Membership program was 
inaugurated years ago, it was with 
the provision that only the interest 
from those funds should be used for 
operation. It was sound figuring at

the lime, but inflation has ruined the 
plan. Hooks concluded that only an 
expanded membership, more Life 
and Heritage Memberships, could 
remedy the situation. Hooks 
promised that he would make the 
operational costs as lean as possible 
and said that he was curtailing im­
mediately the air travel of NAACP 
National Staff members. It is Hooks’ 
feeling that the regions, area? or 
branches that wish the physical 
presence o f staff members to assist 
them should band together, make 
tight schedules for the staff and 
share the expenses of bringing them 
out. Parenthetically, he jokingly 
suggested that less time be spent on 
high level think-tank conferences 
such as they seem to be so fond of in 
California, and more money and ef­
fort be spent on obtaining member­
ships.

NAACP National has had a com­
puter handling memberships for 
almost a year — but he said it will be 
two more years before it works ef­
ficiently. In the meantime, tell 
everyone to be patient i f  they don’t 
get their membership cards right 
away!

Another item of business Hooks 
took up with the Executive Commit­
tee is the matter o f quotas for the 
sale o f Holiday Seals. He noted that 
in most of the country, the quota for 
seals stays the same year after year. 
I f  a Branch quota is $1,000 one year, 
and they make that quota, they 
receive the same quota the next year. 
Hooks feels that quotas should be 
increased each year so that each year 
can be bettered. (The quota has been 
tied to membership. I f  a branch has 
1,000 members it has been con­
sidered that they should sell $1,000 
worth o f seals.) Holiday Seal money 
is unencumbered as far as using it for 
operating expenses.

Hooks, while spending most of his 
short time with the Executive Com­
mittee on the nitty-gritty o f business 
affairs, nevertheless emphasized that 
there is no organization save the 
NAACP which is in any position at 
all to deal with the difficu lt days he 
believes lie ahead.

Hooks feels that the “ tax revolt”  
that started with Proposition 13 in 
California is also racial — anti-Black 
and anti-poor folks. He fears a cur­
tailment of the gains o f the past 25 
years unless NAACP is strong 
enough to resist incursions upon civil 
rights. For this reason, as well as 
many other signs o f regression, 
Hooks urged the Branch to redouble 
its efforts to gain support.
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NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
AS TO STUDENTS

Pacific New School admit» »tudant» of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the righto, 
privileges, program» and activities generally accorded or made available to student» at the school It 
doe» not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in administration of iti 
educational policies, admissions policies, tuition discount policios and other school-administered 

programs

Pacific New School, an accraditad elementary school for children 5-7 years old, has several remaining 
openings for the school ymr 1978 79 Phone 233-9071 or 238-0049 for information

SERVICE & QUALITY MAKE OUR REPUTATION

STEWARTS CLEANERS
Drapery Cleaning Specialista 

Mon-Fri 8-5:30 Sat. 8-5

FAST-QUALITY DRY CLEANING
AND LAUNDRY SERVICE

WE DO ALTERATIONS
2701 N.E. 7th Portland, Or. 97212

'1
ALLEN TEMPLE CME CHURCH

Corner of 8th and Skidmore
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.
Christian Youth Fellowship 6:00 p.m.

(Second and Fourth Sundaysl 

Reverend Thomas L. Strayhand, Minister

ST. ANDREWS CATHOLIC CHURCH
806 N .E . Alberta Street 
Reverend Bertram Griffin. Pastor

Masses:
5:00 p.m. Vigil -  Saturday 
10:00 a.m. Choir - Sunday 
12:00 p.m. Folk -  Sunday

281-4429»

ST. ANDREW COMMUNITY SCHOOL
4919 N .E . 9th Ave. 
Norita Kelly. Principal

Phone: 284 1620 
Grades I  through 8

HUGHES MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
. AUSTIN V «AV M INISTI«

111 N.E. FAILING
Dial-A-Prayer 2844)6X4 Church School 9:45 a.m. 

Worship 11:00 a.m. Office 2X1 2332 
Specializing /«

Individual •  Mamage and Family *  Croup Therapy
-The Church Where No Stranger Feel»Strange"

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
REVEREND A. BERNARD DEVERS. PASTOR 

THE CHURCH DESIGNED TO MEET YOUR NEED
Suoday School 9:30a.m.
Morning W orship 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service 2nd. 4th and

5th Sunday»
( ommunKMi 1st Sunday 
Wed -  f  amily Prayer Meeting

and Bible Study 
Friday -  Brotherhood 
fellow  »hip Service with

Morning Star 3rd Sunday 
Praver and Pastor Phone: 2816476
Church Phone 2X14)163 _ _
‘t t o s  N. Gantenbein Avenue, Portland,^rGgon_97227_

CALDWELLS
COLONIAL

M( )RTl ARY

7:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m

7.30 p.m.

7:00 p.i

You are Welcome to Worship at

TH E  ARK o r  SAFETY CHURCH OF GOD PENTECOSTAL, INC.

"A  warm «périt of lellowahip always'
w  „ , n— ui- I l  V P eter«». D P  “The Hotine.. Preacher. Partor

Twirsdsy :
Bible Band/Jr. Church Î  »Sunday:

Sunday School 
Morning W orship

“Showers of Blessings Broadcast 
R G A R I5 M  11 3 0 «  12 3 0 P -  
YPB< « » P *
E vaagebatir W orship •  «  P -
Tuesday -Friday Naau Day Prayer

( hoir Rehearsal 
Friday:

“The Pastor Spooks'

84 N E Killingsworth 
2X1 0499

Our 50th year of 
personal service 

to families 
of all faiths.

N.E. 14th Sandy Blvd. <St Burnside 
Portland. OR 972 U

l»A$ <>M '»It » III 232-4111

She’s unmarried. 
She’s pregnant. 
She needs help. 
She should call
221-0598

Birthright
free confidential 
counseling for 
pregnant girls 

Mayer Building t t  
I IJ 0 S .W . Morrison
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