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Back in the mid-twenties there was 
a boy who loved team athletics, in ­
dividual sports, just any game that 

r  allowed him to use his considerable 
athletic skills. H is name could be 
possibly called " leg io n "  but he was
christened Vernon Baker.

Abiding in Vernon was a burning  
desire to play, play the game. O ut o f 
O m aha. Nebraska he came at 
about age fourteen or fifteen. In  his 
town he had played lots o f sand-lot 
games, watched Black athletics play 
their baseball games in segregated 
leagues and longed to be just like

them. « - I
In  Portland. Vernon was enrolled 

at Benson H igh  School and he 
prom ptly was exercising with the 
track team. In  his freshman year, he 
became the first Black to  w in a Ben-

"The Loyal Com rades"
(Photo: Vernon Baker Collection)
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"T h e  Loyal Comrades"
(Photo: Bogle Family Collection)

Vernon Beker, 1925

son letter.
The summer days grew long 

w ithout organized sports activity in 
which Vernon could be involved and 
he, in a growing restlessness, enlisted 
as many as he could o f  his friends to 
play regularly w ith  him  in  sand-lot

games. .
The little  group enjoyed being 

together and as the seasons changed, 
so did their sports. W ith  a re­
energizing visit back to  O m aha, 
during a summers scheduled 
vacation, V ernon ’s dream  to have a 
team o f some kind kept him  hopeful 

fo r his P ortland home.
Jefferson H igh  School, under the 

renowned principal Hopkins  
Jenkins, received Vernon in transfer 
fro m  Benson and here he played var­
sity track, basketball and baseball. 
T h at was during the week.

O n  weekends, Vernon kept at 
organizational things and he and his 
teams began to be known as the 
“ Loyal Com rades.”  A  little  finan­
cial help came fro m  a few local Black 
businessmen to help w ith  uniform s  
and equipm ent. Vernon enlisted the 
dow ntow n Y M C A  fo r their gym­
nasium fo r indoor sports. M any  
basketball games and practice 
sessions were played at the little  “ Y ”  
building on T illam o o k  Street.

The chance o f  playing w ith the 
Loyal Comrades drew the par­
ticipation o f several outstanding

Black athletes fro m  other high 
schools and in one game or another 
m ight be playing such budding stars 
as Chuck W illiam s, Bobby R obin­
son, G uy Holm es and his brother 

Roy Holm es.
Several others w ho earned school 

athletic letters also were among the 
“ Com rades” : W illie  Battles, M orris  
M athew s, C liffo rd  Daniels, Richard  
Bogle, James G r iff ith , G ilb ert K irk , 
A rt Hayes, James W illiam s, and 
M arshall and E lm er Fain.

Com petition  was found fo r big 
games w ith the boys fro m  the 
Chinese Lions who played both  
basketball and baseball. Some games 
were played also w ith  the Portland  
Tro jans, a team o f Black adults. The  
Heiser brothers, a w hite fam ily  o f  six 
or seven brothers w ho added a few  
friends to make up a team , also a f­
forded the Com rades weekend 
games. P ortland Parks system 
provided the game space which never 
lacked fo r enthusiastic fans among 
fam ilies and friends.

College and the responsibilities o f  
adulthood accounted fo r the 
dissolution o f the “ Loyal C o m ­
rades,”  but after a lapse o f fifty  
years even tim e falls away whenever 
tw o “ Com rades”  meet and remem­
ber “ w hen.”
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In-hom e a id  tra in ing  ava ilab le
Registration is now open for 

"O ld e r W o rkers ,”  men and women  
55 and over, fo r a concentrated 24- 
hour train ing course in Personal/ 
In  H om e Assistance conducted by 
O lder W orker T ra in in g  and Em ­
ploym ent fro m  October 30th  
through November 3rd, 1978, accord­
ing to  Helen W arb ing ton , Program  

C oord inator.
The focal point o f the course w ill 

be to teach trainees to assist people 
who are unable to  fu lly  care for 
themselves —  convalescents and the 
elderly —  so that they may remain In

stitutiopal care. Content o f the course 
includes such topics as nutrition , 
bed-care, w ork sim plification, home 
safety, and jo b  seeking skills. 
Registration is lim ited to  twelve per 

class.
T o  be eligible fo r the program , 

participants must be unemployed or 
on a lim ited income, and residents o f  
Portland or o f M u ltn om ah  C ounty. 
They w ill be paid fo r Cass hours a t­
tended. Applicants interested in 
helping other people while earning  
extra money should register w ith  
O W T E  by calling 248-4704 and

start breakfast
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