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/ t 's  Good to/(now...

by Floyd Mack »55054

A plea fo r mercy to the Oregon 
State Parole Board.

In February 1979, 1 will appear 
before you for a review of my parole 
date, which it February, 1982. In 
1972 I received a parole set of ten 
years for murder. Under the present 
system I realize that might not sound 
like much, but for a seventeen year 
old boy it sounded like the end of the 
world. There are many mitigating 
circumstances that I hope you will 
consider when I appear before you 
this time.

At the time of my crime I was 
seventeen years old. There was 
another boy, aged sixteen involved in 
the same crime. He was convicted of 
bludgeoning a woman to death; he 
received a fifteen year sentence for 
second degree murder and was sent 
to McLaren School for Boys. I was 
convicted of shooting a man to death 
and received a life sentence for first 
degree murder and was sent to 
Oregon State Penitentiary. I suppose 
I really shouldn’t say I was convict
ed. because I pled guilty to the 
charge. I fail to understand how a 
judge can allow a seventeen year old 
boy plead guilty to a first degree 
murder charge. There was no 
premeditation to the crime. The 
other boy did approximately fifteen 
months at McLaren and was 
paroled; he has now been discharged 
from parole for two years and is a 
free man. In return I have been in
carcerated in the Oregon State 
Penitentiary for six years. At the 
time of my review hearing I will have 
exactly seven years in prison.
I maintain that there is a great 
discrepancy in the amount of time I

am having to serve and the amount 
of time the other boy had to serve for 
the same crime that happened at the 
same time. I realize that I was made 
out to be the instigator of the crime, 
but that is not true in any way.

At the time, Attorney General Lee 
Johnson requested that I be retained 
in the county jail until after January 
1, 1972 before being sentenced; the 
idea being that the mandatory ten 
year date set for murder was being 
dispensed with at that time, and I 
would not receive one. But, even 
though the parole board was setting 
lifers an average of seven years at the 
time I went before them, I received a 
ten year set anyway.

I am not trying to justify my crime 
to you. I have never denied my part 
in it. I am merely trying to show you 
how many discrepancies theie are. I 
realize that I was responsible for the 
death of another human being, and 1 
will live with that knowledge for the 
rest of my life. Only I know how 
sorry I am for what happened. 1 have 
suffered deeply for my past and for 
the person who’s life I took. I wish 
with all my heart that I could undo 
that damage I inflicted on that per
son and his family, but I cannot.

1 am an intelligent and capable 
man. 1 have much potential to make 
it in society. I have been involved 
with several psychologists and 
groups since my incarceration, and 
my last few psychological reports 
have been very favorable. In fact my 
last report recommended a parole 
date cut, but the date cut never 
materialized. I have received my 
G .E .D ., and have two terms o f 
college with a 3.5 GPA to my credit.
I have completed a course in 
Vocational Body and Fender, and

graduated with a very good report 
from my instructor. I plan to pursue 
this trade upon my release. I have 
never been inside the Segregation 
and Isolation Unit, and have had 
only four minor disciplinary reports. 
I have been in honor cell blocks since 
the first six months of my incar
ceration. I have been involved exten
sively with the outside building 
projects of the lifers club. I have 
built many items for senior citizens, 
children, and many other people who 
could not have afforded to have the 
work done without my help. This has 
all made me feel very good about 
myself.

You speak of punishment for the 
criuie, but just how much punish
ment is enough??? Fifteen months 
was enough for the other boy. I 
would like to know why I am being 
treated so much differently. You say 
(hat the institutional accomplish
ments of us inmates don’t count, but 
what happens to someone like myself 
who came in here at such an early age 
and have accomplished nothing in 
the outside world? I would think you 
would have to take into account all 
my accomplishments since my incar
ceration. No one can punish me 
more than I have punished myself 
for my past.

1 have a very beautiful and in
spiring wife who has been with me all 
this time. We have been through 
many discouraging and d ifficu lt 
times, but our love for one another 
gives us the strength we need to stand 
up and face all the negative things 
that happen to anyone in this

situation. 1 owe everything I am and 
everything I will be to my wife. She 
saw good in me when I couldn’t even 
see it in myself. And she worked to 
make it possible for that good to 
emerge. She is the incentive I needed 
to change my life and accomplish the 
things I have.

My wife’s devotion has helped me 
grow to like myself and others. 
Compassion has developed in me, 
along with an appreciation of human 
accomplishments. 1 no longer wish to 
be an outlaw, 1 want to be a husband 
and someone I and everyone who 
knows me can be proud of. For the 
first time in my life 1 feel like an 
adult; a man who is responsible for 
his own actions. I blame or praise 
myself for my own actions. I now 
talk where before I struck out with 
frustration from not being able to 
communicate. 1 love being able to 
express myself so easily and freely.

I have strong family ties and they 
will help me and my wife in any way 
we need them to upon my release. 
When 1 am finally paroled I will have 
a job and place to live waiting for 
me. I would like to be paroled to 
California, as that is where all of my 
family live. So with all that I have 
said I respectfully request that you 
consider cutting my parole date to 
February, 1980. That would allow 
me to have some time on Work 
Release to build up a little money so 
that I can be more financially sound 
when I am paroled. I truly hope you 
can find it in your hearts to give me a 
chance to show everyone that 1 can 
make it in society.
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CSA recommends staff training, 

comminity involvement
The Community Relations Service 

of the U.S. Department of Justice 
has announced that it will design a 
human relations and cultural 
awareness training program for 
correctional personnel in Oregon 
penal system.

The program is the result of the 
CRS investigation o f charges of 
discrimination made by Oregon Sute 
Penitentiary inmates during the 
recent visit to that institution by 
NA AC P Executive Director Ben
jamin Hooks. The investigation was 
made at the request of Reverend 
John Jackson, president o f the 
NAACP, Portland Branch.

Robert Lamb, director of CRS’s 
Northwest Regional Office, said the 
training program will be designed by 
a CRS team, including a correc
tional consultant. The training will be 
conducted by the Corrections
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Division.
Lamb said the prison ad

ministration was very cooperative in 
providing inform ation and in 
facilitating communication with in
mates. Among the complaints in
dicated by inmate groups that met 
with CRS staff were: complaints 
related to ethnic food, religious 
facilities, funds for entertainment, 
Spanish translation o f rules and 
regulations, vocational trades, ex
tended waiting times for visitors, etc.

Lamb said he will conuct the Port
land and Salem Branches of the 
N A A C P  to attempt to increase 
community involvement and to find 
a solution to the need for a halfway 
house in the Black community.

CRS is an area of the Justice 
Department that helps resolve 
disputes involving the rights o f 
minority groups.
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It’s  enough to 
warm the cockles 

of your home.
Operation Insulation could cut your 

electric bill at no cost now
Here&hoxM
CALL US. Or stop by your local Pacific 
Power office. As an Oregon Pacific Power 
customer, it s the way you kick off your own 
home weatherization program We II ask a 
few easy questions about the way you use 
electricity And that s the starting point for 
Operation Insulation

HOME ENERGY ANALYSIS.
It s the next step, and it begins when one of 
Pacific Power s energy consultants contacts 
you He II want to arrange a cost-free appoint
ment to check, in depth, the energy efficiency 
of your home He'll poke and probe in your 
attic, your basement, walls and more, looking 
for places where energy s lost.

CUSTOMIZING YOUR OPERA
TION INSULATION. With informa
tion gathered during Home Energy Analysis. 
Pacific Power s energy consultant returns to 
his office Findings are meticulously reviewed 
Then a custom program is developed to give 
you the most cost-efficient weatheruation 
possible, It s then presented for your review

WE'LL GET THE BIDS. When you 
and the energy consultant agree on work 
to be done, Pacific Power asks for bids from 

| local independent contractors qualified to 
weatherize your home If a contractor you 
recommend is on Pacific s "qualified list, 
he can be invited to bid. too Pacific Power 
handles all the details, while you rest easy.

WEATHERIZATION BEGINS.
With your approval, of course It could mean 
adding more insulation to your ceilings 
and floors Or installing double-glass windows 
Or maybe adding more weatherstripping 
around windows and doors.

WE MAKE SURE IT’S  DONE 
RIGHT. After the contractor completes 
work on your home. Pacific Power s energy 
consultant returns again Now he makes abso
lutely certain the contractors work is up to 
Pacific Powers strict conservation standards.

PAY NOTHING NOW. Pacific Power 
pays the whole weatherization cost. In fact, 
you don't pay a dime until you sell your house 
or otherwise transfer title And. when you do 
repay Pacific Power, you pay only the original 
cost at the time the work was done. Vbu don t 
pay any interest And you don t pay any 
inflated costs

IT’S A BIG, BIG JOB. Pacific Power 
may be weatherizing as many as 71.000 
homes in Oregon alone And that s going to 
take tim e... probably as long as five years 
So it s important you ask for Operation Insula
tion now. because we re going to work on 
qualified homes on a first-come, 
first-serve basis,

WHO’S  ELIGIBLE? Oregon residen
tial customers served by Pacific Power prior 
to April 3.1978. This includes owners of 
single-family residences, duplex owners and 
owners of permanently located mobile 
homes Because the greatest savings will 
come from savings in electric heating, we re 
going to concentrate on electrically heated 
homes

EVERYONE WINS. Operation Insula
tion benefits everyone, whether we weatherize 
your home or not The simple fact is that if we 
don t conserve energy today, we re going to 
need more expensive new generating plants 
that much sooner... plants that have to be 
paid for by higher electric bills which nobody 
wants. So as you can see. it pays in a tot ot 
ways to give us a call today. And start your own 
Operation Insulation.

Operation
Insulation

A nother Idee you can bank on 
from  The People a t Pacific Power.
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