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Tricia Lucas, fifteen, of Corbett High School, shows her form in the

The Portland Trailblazers, in order
to strengthen their front line, traded
John Davis to Indiara and, therefore,
weakening a strong guard corp. Davis,
we're told, is the only player Indiana
would consider. The Blazers traded
the super quick Davis in order to secure
the number one pick in the college
draft and immediately claimed Min-
nesota’s, Mychal Thompson the 6’10
forward center from the Bahamas.

While the arrival of Thompson will
surely help . . . the departure of Davis
will hurt even more.

Johnny Davis was a classy ball
player and a super human being. Davis
was one of those players that every GM
would love to draft.

He's affable, easy going, and a com-
plete team player . . . Portland will
miss young Johnny Davis.

It has often been said that hustory
repeats itself. Afier trading Davis,
coach Jack Ramsay had this to say,
“Trading Davis was the hardest
decision I've ever had 10 make.” In-
teresting coach, because last year when
the effervescent Herm Gilliam depart-
ed those same, very same words were

spoken.

Next year it could be Maurice Lucas
who leaves, but then that's the way it
goes in the businessiike ways of the
National Basketball Association.

Around the NBA it has been
generally acknowledged that Portland
improved more than any other team
Thompson, and Ron Brewer, 64",
guard from Arkansas in the first round
and Keith Herron, 6’6", forward from
Villanova in the second. Thompson is
a player for sure and the same can be
said of Brewer. The young man from
Arkansas is good.

Brewer is very quick and against
UCLA in this years NCAA tour-
nament just simply shot the eyes out of
the basket. Brewer went head to head
and more than held his own against the
super quick UCLA junior guasd.

I'll make my prediction for next
years roster providing, of course, that
it remains at cleven. Bill Walton,
Maurice Lucas, Lionel Hollins, Dave
Twardzik, and Bobby Gross will again

be the starters, Twardzik . . . only
starting because Davis is gone.
Johnson and Brewer, the top rookies

will stick for sure. Tom Owens will
back up Bill Walton again, Lioyd Neal
will again supply the reserve power at
strong forward, if his knee responds to
treatment, that is. Corky Calhoun,
who proved last year, in this writer's
view, that he could truly play, and
Corky should remain.

The last spot on the roster will go to
cither Calhoun or Steele. There
shouldn’t be any doubt but there will.
Corky is a better shooter, can play
both strong and small forward, and is
more than an adeguate shooter. Last
but not least he's an intelligent player,
who won't make many mistakes. Cal-
houn is too valuable to release.

But, then so was Herm Gilliam . . .
and we all know what happened to
Herm.

Notice

The Cascade Run Off, Portland’s
nationally-promoted |15-kilometer road
race, will take place on Sunday, June
25th. The starting gun will be fired at
10:30 a.m. sharp. Start will be at the
corner of S.W. Jefferson and S.W.
Front Streets with the finish near the
Burnside Bridge on S.W. Front

Race Awards Ceremony commences
at 1:00 p.m., June 25th, near the Burn-
side Bridge where the Mayor’'s Trophy
Cup will be presented. Featured

speaker will be sports activist/writer,
Jack Scott.

JOE’S PLACE

SEE SPORTS ON GIANT SCREEN T.V.
The Friendly Tavern
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If Portland’s draft was the best then
consider the Detroit Pistons as
probably the worstt The Pistons
having traded away their top pick for
this year had no first round choice.
the second round Detroit chose T
Tyler, 6’7", forward from
University. Their next pick in the

£

second round was John Long, 6°5",
forward from Detroit University. It
should be mentioned that the new
Piston coach is also from Detroit
University. Now Tyler and Long
aren’'t exactly household names so,
perhaps, there’'s something there that
we can't see. So much for the draft.
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Golfer lengthens ace streak

by Bill Schaefer

As most golfers know, the chances
of scoring a hole-in-one are one in
umpteen thousands of shots. But when
67-year-old John Whitaker sleps up to
the tee box on a par 3 hole, the odds
are substantially reduced.

Whitaker, a retired Bonneville
Power Administration employee who
lives in Milwaukie, knocked in his thir-
teenth carcer ace two weeks ago at
Rivergreens in Gladstone. He has been
playing golf for 39 years.

Whitaker began his unusual hole-in-
one string in 1940 when he aced the
fifth hole at the old Lioyd Center golf
course, a site now occupied by a
parking lot. ““It was amazing,
Whitaker recalled. *“*The ball hit a
gravel path in front of the green and
rolled into the cup.”

Several years later he collected his
second ace.

*“The Junior Chamber of Commerce
was sponsoring a hole-in-one contest at
the Lioyd Center driving range but |
didn’t have any plans of entering it,”
Whitaker recalled. **l just walked over
to the practice area to hit some balls.”

But the driving range's professional,
Joe Mozel, talked Whitaker into hit-
ting three balls for a dollar.

““So 1 got up there on this rubber
mat with an 8-iron and began hitting
them,'" Whitaker said. ““The first two
never came close but the third one
jumped in the hole. Then, while I'm
standing there, the 8-iron snapped in
two. There | am in the follow-through
position with only the handle of the
club still in my hands."*

Whitaker recorded his third ace at
Riverside in 1953, his fourth at Seaside
in 1956 and No. § at a hole-in-one con-
test Royal Oaks in Vancouver. He has
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Now when you take off in the frendly skies, you
can take off 40% to more cities than ever before

Just fly Monday through Thursday &« a:.;,'.'J:.;:nC
city, Hawal excluded Save 30% when you fly Friday
through Sunday. Kids under 12 traveling with you
save 50% off regular Coach fare

Make your reservati

ons and buy your Super Save

Akron Cleveland Huntsville
Allentowr ~olumbud Iowa City
Bakersfield Davenport Kansas City
Baltimore Dayton Lansing
Bay City Denver Las Vegas
Bethlehemn Des Moines Lincoln
Birmingham Detroit Los Angeles
Boise Easton Medford
Boston Eugene Memphis
Buffalo lint Merced
Canton Fort Wayne Midland
Cedar Rapids Fresno Milwaukee
Charleston Grand Rapids Modesto
Chariotte Hampton Moline
Chicago Hartford Monterey

lost track of the date. His last eight
aces have all come at Rivergreens in
1968, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1975, 1976
(two within three weeks on the same
hole) and 1978,

Whitaker claims there is no par-
ticular secret in scoring what for most
golfers is the game's most elusive shot,

*“A lot depends on the condition of
the golf course but it's mostly all
luck,” he said. ““All I really do is try to
get the ball on the green somewhere. 1
line up the shot and just hit the ball.
That's all you can do, anyway."

Despite his remarkable achieve-
ments, Whitaker is a long way from the
be Art Wall, Jr., a former Professional
Golfers Association tour player who
‘has a career high of 41 aces, according
to the Guinness Book of World Re-
cords.

Whitaker's two aces in three weeks
on the same hole in 1976 also falls
short of record acclaim. Douglas Por-
teous scored four aces during 76 con-
secutive holes in Scotland in 1974, That
same year, a golfer named Robert
Taylor aced the same hole -- a 188-
yarder, on three successive days.

But  Whitaker doesn’t
publicity.

“Getting your name in the paper
isn't important,”’ he said. “‘Just
making a hole-in-one is enough
satisfaction.

Whitaker's only advice to would-be
hole-in-oners is simply to *‘keep
swinging."

He added, “That's what | told my
wife, Irmalee, and she got one three or
four years ago. I'm planning on get-
ting another one tomorrow. After all,
when you can get two in three weeks on
the same hole anything can happen.”’

The rarest breed of dog

i is the Chinese fighting dog.

Only 23 specimens are known to
exist, all in California.
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Return flight reservations may be changed, but you
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friendly skies of United.




