NAACEP prepares for Convention

by Gregory Gudger

Less than one month from now, the
69th Annual NAACP National Conven-
tion will be held in Portland: the culmina-
tion of literally months of planning and
coordination by the Portland Branch and
the National Office of the nation’s oldest
civil rights organization,

Some 8,000 persons are expected to

converge on the City of Roses, and the
eyes of the nation will focus on a most
prestigeous gathering of notables dedi-
cated to human and civil rights. Not since
the Portland Trailblazers ascention to the
pinnacle of the National Basketball Asso-
ciation has the spotlight been so bright.
Indeed, some of the more illustrious
visitors to the convention will bring their
own,
The Portland Branch of the NAACP,
established in 1914, has never been
host-city for the convention, so the
responsibility for planning and preparing
for such an undertaking has been a
challenging one.

Some sixteen committees of volun-
teers, totaling some 300 persons, have
been buzzing about since January (some
even before then) and will probably
continue throughout the duration.

In addition, NAACP National and
Regional officers have used Oregon's
borders like revolving doors: Mildred
Roxborough, Assistant Director in
charge of Conventions, has bounced back
and forth from the agency's New York
headquarters to Portland like a ping-pong
ball with her staff and technical exper-
tise; National Exhibits Director, Geri
Johnson and Western Regional Director,
Virna Canson, have traversed the state's
southern border nearly as much as last
year's crop of northwest-bound California
immigrants.

Numerous pre-convention activities
have set the stage for the July 8rd-Tth
grand finale: Judge Charies Johnson of
Seattle, spoke before the Portland City
Club in March to kick things off;
Roxborough and company addressed the
. Blue Ripbon Committee shortly there-
after; at the April 16th Awards Banquet
honoring local dignitaries and contribu-
tors to the Branch, Virna Canson present-
ed the Youth Council with its charter and
, introduced the gathering to AACT-SO,

the Afro Academic Cultural Technologi-
" cal and Scientific Olympics - the new
* brainchild of Executive Director, Ben-
jamin Hooks to encourage and promote
youth in academics and the arts.

In May, James Brown, National Youth
Director, followed Ms. Canson's introduc-
tion with guidelines encouraging the
already-active Youth Council to promote
participation in the competition.

True to the old adage, “when it rains it
pours,” the NAACP Northwest Area
Conference, originally to be hosted by the

Corvallis Branch, was redirected to
Portland for May 19th-21st, marking
another first.

It goes without saying - organizing 300
volunteers to work as a multi-faceted unit
is no easy chore, but the Local Branch, as
commended by Ms. Roxborough, has
fared well,

To mention a few, convention commit-
teeu are charged with a multitude and
variety ol tasks: a Souvenir Journal is
being prepared to provide information to
conferees about Oregon. The Souvenir
Journal Committee sponsored & contest
for young artists to design the cover
which was won by Randy McKinley.

The Kit Committee is compiling ma-

terials -- schedules, maps, etc., for ssa by .

delegates; one.¢ommittee is making ar-
rangements for the use of some private
homes for housing delegates; still other
volunteer groups are gathering financial
{Blue Ribbon Committee) and organiza-

tional (Local Organizations Committee)
support, a 300-voice choir and new
members for the organization's rolls.

The Entertainment Committee, orga-
nizer of the Awards Banquet, will be in
high gear throughout the convention as
will the Car Contest Committee, or at
least the one lucky delegate who will win
a 1978 Oldsmobile.

All preconvention activities will be
recorded in print, film and artifact by the
Documentation Committee.

It would require a calculator to accu-
rately account for all the speeches made,
awards given, dinners and luuches eaten,
Alka Seltzer taken, phone calls made,
letters written, committees met, dona-
tions sought and Tri-X bought.

And, this is just the warm-up.

ONE-OF -THREE: Borna Plummer exhibits one of three human rights awards
garnered by her family at NAACP Awards Banquet.
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UP-AND-COMING: Virna Canson, West Coast Regional Director [far right]
and Portland Branch President, Reverend John Jackson, present Youth Council

charter to Council President, Brenda Knapper and Council Advisor, Ora Nunley.
Formed less than a year earlier, the Council membership blossomed to 300 youth.

The People at Pacificc Power believe today's new
home-buyer has the right to expect a home con-
structed with features which help offset the rising cost
of energy.

That's why we've introduced our Energy Saver Home

ram.

Atfirst glance new Energy Saver Homes look like any
other. They can be traditional or contemporary. But it's
the things you can't see that really make them an
energ'}:-saving investment. Like what's inside the walls,
over the ceiling and under the floors. Or the less obvi-
ous things, like the size of the furnace or the location of
the fireplace.

In an Energy Saver Home:
1. Insulation meets the following standards:
Ceiling R-38; Walls R-18; Floors R-19.
The “R" value indicates the material's resistance to
heat loss. The “R” values above are those Pacific
Power studies have proven most effective in this
part of the country.

2. Vapor barriers are installed in the ceiling, walls and
floors to keep the insulation dry. There is also
a ground cover in crawl spaces.

3. Exterior doors are insulated and
weatherstripped. An uninsulated,
weatherstripped door may be used if a
storm door is also installed.
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4. All windows and sliding glass doors are
double glass.

5. All windows are weatherstripped.

6. Various critical locations, such as around window
frames, are caulked and sealed to reduce air
infiltration.

7. Fans and vents are provided for removing moisture
from the house.

8. All heating, ventilating and air conditioning duct
work is placed within heated space, or insulated
with a minimum R-9 duct wrap. All joints are sealed.

9. The home's heating and cooling equipment is
properly sized.

10. Fireplaces are placed on inside walls for greater
insulating value and have glass doors to keep them
from drawing all the warm air from the inside of the
house.

As you can see, there's a lot more to the Energy Saver
Home than meets the eye. And all these extra features
are there for only one reason...to save energy. That's
good. But the money you'll save over the years while
youre living in one of these new homes is what
really makes them an investment that's worth
looking into.

Many home builders are now offering
Energy Saver Homes. Look for them, or
call your local Pacific Power office for
their names.

energy saver home




