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H I E  W H I T E  H O U S E

V S'il INU I ON

F e b ru a ry  24 , 1977

First black umpire in organized
BASEBALL,WHEN HE STARTED IN THE

SOUTHWEST INTERNATIONAL LE AGUE (1951).
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The one h u n d re d  and f i f t i e t h  a n n iv e r s a ry  o f  
th e  B lack- P r e s s  i s  a landm ark  m  th e  h i s t o r y  

o f  e x p r e s s io n  and in  th e  l i f e  o f  
th e  c o u n try  i t  h a s  e n r i c h e d .

o u r n a t io n  was fo u n d ed .

This important “ t S T
p r c p r i a t e  tim e  f o r  a l l  o£ u s  w  s o i r i t

N a i i o n l l ^ e ^ s p a ^ e r  P u b l i s h e r s  A s s o c ia t io n  in  
^ ^ e d ^ ^ S t i ^ ^ s T f  °af d - r c ^ c P s o c i e t y .

EMMETT ASHFORD
OF LOS ANGELES, ONCE UMPIRED 

SANDLQT GAMES FO R « AGAME.
ON DEC 15,1955 HE BECAME THE 
FIRST BLACK UMPIRE IN ATR1PLE- 
A-LEAGUE WHEN HE SIGNED WITH 
THE PACIFIC COAST LEAGUE. THE 
COLORFUL UMPIRE SPENT 15’VEAI 
IN THE MINOR LEAGUES BEFORE 
HE BECAME THE FIRST BLACK IN 
THE MAJOR LEAGUES-THE AMERICAN 
LEAGUE IN APRIL Wfeb.HE WORKED 
HIS FIRST WORLD SERIES IN 1970 
AND THEN RETIRED AT THE AGE OF 
5b,ONE VEAR PAST THE AUTOMATIC 
RETIREMENT AGE. ONLY 5 -FOOT " 
INCH HE HELD HIS OWN WITH 
THE BIG 6EST....

HIS ALL-OUT STYLE OF CALLING 
PLAYS WERE EXCITING....
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ressingly low  and few  in deci- 
ion m aking position s.

Finally, th e  p ress itse lf is 
hnnking as m ore and m ore  
ic w sp a p e r s  an d  m a g a z in e s  
nerge or go  out of bu siness, 
le lev ision  w ith  its  in stan t cover- 
ige has becom e increasingly  
nore im portant -  th is  d esp ite  its  
luilt-in fau lts of tim e con stra in ts  
ind its  penchant for m aking  
tew s en terta in in g  rather than  
m bstantive in its  co n sta n t search  
or m ore v iew ers.

All th e se  factors point up th e  
iced  for a Black p ress, but the  
failure of m any of th e se  papers  
X) increase th e ir  circu lation  at a 
ime w hen  population increases  

in their m arket areas continue to  
mount, ind icate that so m eth in g  is 
wrong. It is  not th e  purpose of 
this paper to  m ake a d efin itiv e  
a ssessm en t o f th e  s itu ation s , but 
at the very  least th ere  are  
several q u estio n s th a t should be 
considered.

•  T he first is  w h eth er  Black  
people b e liev e  that th ey  have  
becom e so  assim ilated  in to  th e  
m ainstream  cu lture th a t th ey  no 
longer need th e ir  ow n . sp e ­
cialized p ress.

•  T he second is w h eth er  th e  
Black p ress  is adequ ately  serv in g  
today's Black read ers and wheth  
er th ey  have reacted  to  th is  
coverage  or lack of it  by w ith ­
draw ing th e ir  su pp ort.

N eith er  of th e  tw o  possib ilities  
by th e m se lv es  satisfactorily  e x ­
plains w hat caused th e  decline, 
but to g e th er  th ey  offer stron g  
indications o f w hat m ust be done  
in the fu tu re if th e  Black p ress is 
to  rem ain a v iab le in stitu tion .

It is q u ite  clear th a t its  su rv i­
val is in th e  hands of Black  
people. T h ey  alone can decide

w h eth er  to  support Black publi­
cations or abandon them .

Of course th e  publications  
th em se lv es  have a responsib ility  
to  im prove so  th a t th e y  are m ore  
attra ctiv e  to  th e ir  read ers. T h ey  
m ust beg in  to  r eflec t their  ch an g­
ing and com plex concerns.

It is folly  to  b e liev e  th a t the  
sam e ty p e  of n ew s p resentation  
and se lection  of n ew s sto r ies  that 
characterized th e  Black p ress  of 
tw o  d eca d es ago is su ffic ien t to  
attract and hold today's sop h isti 
cated  reader. Black people have  
changed and so  m ust th e  Black  
p ress if it is  to  su rv ive .

It can n ever  forget th a t it cam e  
into being  as a  v ery  specia lized  
p ress and th a t it  e x er ted  its  
g r ea te st  influence w hen  it cam  
paigned m ilitantly and responsib  
|y  aga inst th e  e v ils  in our so c iety .

T here are lesso n s to  be learned  
from  that glorious past, for in 
creatin g  a Black p ress. Black  
A m ericans added a needed  and 
valuable dim ension to  th e  con  
cep t o f a “free press"  in A m erica. 
It provided a forum  in which  
unpopular ideas w ere  aired uni 
fy ing an opp ressed  m inority and 
in th e  fin est sp ir it o f th e  F irst  
A m endm ent petition in g  th e  g o v ­
e r n m e n t  to  r e d r e s s  t h o s e  
w rongs. T he Black p ress has 
been a sen tin e l a g a in st in justice  
loudly and fea r lessly  decry in g  
th e  e v ils  o f our so c iety  d esp ite  
effo r ts  to  silen ce them .

T o be su re, th e  Black p ress has  
served  th is  nation w ell bu t its  
task  is far from  being  over. N or  
will it  be until th e  conditions  
which g a v e  it birth are no m ore. 
The w ords of John R ussw urm  
w ritten  in 1827 still ring true:

"Too long have o th ers spoken  
for us.”
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