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Billy and the Judge

On January 5, 1977, a 25-year-old man,
named Billy Whitmire stood before De-
schutes County Circuit Court Judge Walt
Edmond, and entered a plea of guilt to
Attempted Murder and Robbery.

Only 97 days earlier, Billy had shot and
wounded the Chief of Police of Lakeview,
Oregon during an attempt to elude the
police after robbing a local tavern of
approximately $100.

Judge Edmond ordered a pre-sentenc-
ing investigation cn Billy and set the date
for sentencing to F 16, 1977.

The most exum event of the
case was not in the shooting of a Chief of
Police (who later fully recovered from his
wounds) nor the robbery, itself, but that
Billy Whitmire, while in jail waiting for
trial, had found another “Power” which
would judge him. That “Power” came
from a little book called “The Bible".

Billy, also met a man by the name of
Don Claus, who spent many Sunday
mornings speaking tv prisoners in that
small community about the Bible. Claus
and Billy became friends and during that
time of his pre-sentencing investigation
period, Claus presented the court with an
alternate sentence that would find Billy a
new and more positive life. That alterna-
tive was helping Billy obtain a full
scholarship to a Bible College in Texas, if
Billy was granted probation.

This reporter believes it would be very
interesting to Cbserver readers to read
the actual proceedings of that sentencing
of Billy Whitmire on that cloudy Wednes-
day morning of February 16, 1977.

Allison E. Smith, District Attorney;
James C. Lynch, Billy's attorney.

__ PROCEEDINGS:
THE COURT: Mr. Whitmire, do you
have anything you'd like to say to me, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: All right. Why don't
you be seated for a minute because there
are some things I want to express to you
and they are rather lengthy in nature.

There are two things that I want you to
know from this proceeding. And the first
is that | care about you and what happens
to you the rest of your life. The second
thing is that I chose to believe that you
have been born again.

Now, those feclings give mé three
alternatives as [ see them: One, is to put
you on probation and allow you to go to
Texas to Bible School; two, is to sentence
you to one year in the county jail and then
place you on probation as we talked about
in our earlier court hearing; and three,
would be to sentence you to prison to give
you time to grow in your faith, to allow
you to demonstrate your changed life
with hopefully the event of parole to the
Bible School.

Galations two, verse six tells us that
after receiving Jesus Christ we must
walk in him. In Chapter three, verse five,
same book, says that we must kill in
ourselves what is earthly. We must rid
ourselves of all things such as anger and
rage and malice, slander and blaspheme.

I know that you have prayed and
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believe and that perhaps you believe you
will be set free in accordance with God's
. L too, have prayed. 1| have
prayed that | would do God's will in this
matter, | know one thing and that is that
God's promises are always true. There is
one more thing to it, though, besides just
believing and that is that you must abide
in Christ, Jesus, and his word must abide
in you, if your prayers are to be
answered. John, fifteen, verse seven.

1 believe by seeking God and not by
believing harder, your prayers will be
granted because your will becomes the
will of God.

Ezekiel, thirty-three, verses thirteen
through sixteen, talks about the responsi-
bility that a person has once they receive
Jesus Christ; and that responsibility is to
make restitution.

1 would suggest to you that at this
point in your life your belief is in the tear,
and I don't mean that being critical
because I think we all grow in the faith;
that we all start out as babies in the faith,
If I were to put you on probation, you'd
have to go to college. Apparently, you'd
have to work and Mr. Claus would make
up the rest of it.

There would be a lot of stresses. And I
would suggest to you that in your past
life you got into trouble with the law
because you didn't handle those stresses
in a law abiding way. But now you have
the power to do that as long as you trust
in the Lord. And the moment that you
quit trusting, then you will fail. Paul
talks about that in Romans: how hard he
tries to obey the law and no matter ho
hard the tries he, by himself, is unable to.
It's only through God's power that he
becomes able to walk in the spirit.

You wouldn't receive any support from
anyone down there as far as the local
government was concerned. Their case-
load for probationers is something like
eight thousand for that county. So, I'm
rejecting that alternative because I feel
that it would be unfair to you. I'm not
going to put you on probation.

1 considered keeping you in the county
jail until September and then placing you
on probation. 1 have rejected that
alternative. The reason is that I believe

board if I send you to the penitentiary.
On the other hand, I guess, I have to set
aside my pride and think about your best
interests.

I you go to Salem, you're going to have
the oppertunity to grow in your faith as
we discussed before, to meet stress, to
and to overcome them.
You're also going to have the opportunity
to minister to others.

You see, and that's part of your faith,
too, is to not only become reformed and
changed yourself, but to give yourself to
others in fellowship.

I am in a terrible position to judge your
growth. I'm not sure whether the parole
board as it's now constituted is in any
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better position, but I'm going to send you
to prison. And I have to trust in God that
if you continue to trust in him he's going
to make it available for you to take
advantage of that scholarship down in
that Bible College or lead you to some
other ministry.

As a parolee, you'll have the support of
close supervision, contrary to the status
of a probationer; and I believe that's of
benefit to you although if you reviewed it
from your former attitudes, you wouldn't
think so, but a parole officer who's on
your side can open a lot of doors for you.

You see, I believe that you have ahead
of you a wonderful ministry if you'll just
remain steadfast in your commitment and
continue to trust and to grow in your
faith.

From a purely secular viewpoint, to
keep you in jail for the rest of your life
costs $13,000 a year. And if you do not
keep your commitment, if you do not
keep trusting, then that's what will have
to happen. You'll have to be separated
from the society for the protection of
society for the rest of your life. Obvious-
ly, society gets a better bargain by vour
rehabilitation.

Mr. Claus, I want to say some words
to you: Every Christian needs the fellow-
ship and love of other Christians. This
man is going to face some challenges in
the next few months or years; and more
than anything, he's going to need your
friendship. He's going to have to
demonstrate to a hardened and cynical
parole board his sincerity about changing
his life.

1 believe that he respects you. I
believe he needs your support. I encour-
age you to maintain as close a contact
with him and diligently remember him in
prayer as he faces those temptations of
returning to his old way of life.

Mr. Whitmire, is there anything that
you have to say before I impose sentence
in this matter?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Would you stand,
please?

Mr. Whitmire, as to case number
which charges you with attempted mur-
der, it will be the sentence of this court
that you be placed in the custody of the
Oregon Corrections Division for a period
of time not to exceed fifteen years.

As to case number 6228 which charges
you with the crime of robbery, it will be
the sentence of that court -- this court,
excuse me, that you be placed in the
custody of the Oregon Corrections Divi-
sions for a period of time not to exceed
fifteen years; that sentence to be served
consecutive to the sentence in case
number 6230, provided, however, that
execution of that sentence will be su-
spended and you will be placed upon

McCoy, Hartzog discuss
citizen participation

Portland State University's Educa-
tional Center at 4815 N.E. Tth is conduct-
ing a series of public forums on issues of
interest to the minority community of
Portland.

The first forum, at 6:00 p.m. on October
13th, will focus on education. Panelists
are Gladys MecCoy, Portland Public
School Board member; Ernest Hartzog,
assistant superintendent for the Portland
Public School System; and Lewis Mer-
rick, coordinator of programs for special
students for the State System of Higher
Education.

“Increasingly, the minority community
of Portland is feeling less a part of the

process of decision making that vitally
affects their daily life,” says Lucious
Hicks, director of the Educational Center.

“This forum will address the need for
increased citizen participation by provid-
ing an objective arena in which indi-
viduals can become more broadly inform-
ed. This should enable citizens to become
better equipped to create, determine, and
implement policy decisions.”

Topies of coming discussions will in-

clude community and political develop-

ment (November 3rd), strategies for
affirmative action (December 1st), and
community values (January 5th).

probation upon the following terms.

What I have just given you is a total of
thirty years. 1 have suspended the
execution of the last fifteen and placed
you on probation; however, the probation
will be administered as follows: The
probationary period will commence upon
you being granted parole in case number
6230. That probation will continue for
five years from that date. Within that
time, as a condition of probation, you
must make restitution as follows: Partial
restitution involving the medical ex-
penses, total medical expenses of Troy
Riblett incurred to date.

Now, | anticipate Mr. Riblett may have
additional medical expenses. I do not feel
I legally can require you to becoine liable
for those as part of the sentence. Civilly,
you are liable, sir. So, the first order of
restitution is the amount that Mr, Smith
has read off into the record.

The second amount of restitution will
be for the automobile that was destroyed
and that amount is in the record.

The third condition of restitution will
be to Lake County for payment of
attorney's fees.

Finally, I will recommend - and it is a
recommendation, only - that upon your
demonstration to the officials in the
parole board of Oregon State Peniten-
tiary, that you be paroled and ordered to
take advantage of the scholarship that
awaits you.

I make no recommendation as to what
period of time you should serve over
there. I think that those people will have
closer contact with you and will be better
able to judge whether you have grown in
your faith sufficient to take advantage of
that opportunity. However, the record
should indicate that it's my intention in
the making of this sentence that if you do
demonstrate your changed way of life,
that that opportunity be made available
to you sometime in the future.

You have the right to appeal this
sentence by filing a notice in writing
thirty days from the date of sentencing
with the County Clerk of Jefferson

County with a copy to go to the District

Attorney of Lake County and a copy to go
to the court reporter. If you cannot
afford the transeript, one will be provided
to you at county expense as well 2s a
lawyer at county expense.

Mr. Lynch can advise you how to
contact the public defender’s office in the
event you wish to effect an appeal. You
may be seated, sir. 7

Mr. Smith, do you have any need for
clarification as to the journal entry in this
matter?

MR. SMITH: One item, Judge, and I
think it’s only - I think I have the sense of
it, but the very last thing, the recommen-
dation of the parole baard; be allowed to
take advantage of the —'tuition? - I'didn't
catch that. I wasn't quick enough.

THE COURT:It's the intention of this
sentence that if the defendant demon-
strates his changed life, that he be
allowed to take advantage of the scholar-
ship that he's received to this bible
school.

Any other question?

MR. SMITH:I have none, Your Honor.

THE COURT:Mr. Lynch?

MR. LYNCH: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:Well, Mr. Whitmire, my
prayers go with you.
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Age 25-64 With Less Than
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The Weight Watchers® Program now

gives you lots to be happy about! Foods
you couldn’t have before like cheese-
burgers on buns, franks on rolls, corn on
the cob, all within limits. And a food plan
so flexible, it helps you keep your weight
under control. Join a Weight Watchers
meeting today, and smile all the way home.

Losing weight
never tasted
80

WATCHERS
The Authority.

“@) Yourre this close to losing weight.

EMANUEL HOSPITAL

2801 N. Gantenbein

Emanuel East, Room B-2

(Nursing Home)
Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

MARANATHA CHURCH
1222 N.E. Skidmore
Sat. 9:30 a.m.

For further information call Collect Portland (503) 297-1021
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Weekdays -- 8:30-6:30

WEIGHT
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Baked just right for you!

VEGETABLE SHORTENING

ROZELLS

Serving breakfast all day
Catering service available

The Best In Fast Foods
Bar-b-q ribs, chicken

8 AM-Midnight
283-5659

N.E. UNION AT AINSWORTH

Evreka Electric Co. ®

« « « UNION OR COMPANY

DENTAL INSURANCE

is a valuable asset . . .

Use it to protect
your health

and
appearance

COMPLETE COOPERATION
ON ALL
DENTAL INSURANCE CLAIMS

At the time of Bereavement:

if you wish a traditional funeral service or, :

If you wish a Personality Structured Service,

Vann's Mortvary can be depended on to
provide first class service.

1. Accident & 1 Minor Violation

2. Minor Violation

WE HANDLE ALL THE DETAILS OF
COMPLETING YOUR CLAIM FORMS

Open Saturday Morning
NO APPOINYMENT NEEDED

Come in at your convenience

PARK FREE-Any Park n Shop Lot

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
HOURS: Saturday 8:30 a.m. (0 1 p.m.

Dr. Jeﬁrey BRADY, DENTIST

Vann ,S Mortuary

5211 N. Williams Avenuve 281-2836

Roberta B. Vann

INSURANCE

Compare Your Present Auto Rates
5-30-10
'76 ASPEN lu.n;. '72 CHEV
Age Grp Zeymbol 5 Comp IMPALA
ded.
““ .50 $50 e Age. Grp 6-Symbel §
__$100ded. _} $87. 20
Semi-annual
RERVICING NORTHEAST AREA lll'llOl’ L. Davis
AUTO - HOME - LIFE Office 2825572  Res. 2540104

3120 N. Williams

S.W. 3rd & YAMHILL ST., PORTLAND, OREGON
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