Monitor program

The Portiand School District has been assured by
the US. Department of Hecolth, Education and
Welfare rhat it will receive its Title VIl Emergency
School Aid Act funds for this school year. The district
hod been found in noncompliance with federal
regulations by using proctices in discipline that
discriminate ogainst minority group children.

Title VIl funds, which are referred 10 os “desegre-
gation funds,” follow minority students to the
“receiving schools” and in those schools con be used
to aid any child who needs remedial help. Other
uses of Title Vil funds ore to prepare students,
families and siaff in the receiving schools for the
transfer of mincrity students into their neighbor-
hood schools.

The School District has assured HEW that suspen-
sion will last no more than five school days. Students
will be notified in writing of their right 1o atend
school after the five days unless further action is
taken; letters will inform parents of the length of
suspension and automatic reinstatement. |

At the end of the five doy suspension, the student
will be reinstated. If the student does not return, the
school will attempt 1o reach the student and parents
to resolve the problem.

Administrators will work with counselors ond
teachers 1o ensure that students are not suspended as
a means of dealing with primarily ocodemic
problems. Six Desegregation Speciclists will be
availoble 1o ossist communicotion between the
school and home on the matter of suspensions.

The commitment 1o these stipulations will in part
depend on Block students and parents being oware
of their rights and insisting on the policy being
enforced. This will be no easy task without
communication and support within the community.

We recommend that a suitable community group
— the NAACP, the Albina Ministerial Alliance, the
Oregon Block Educators, etc. - become o focal point
where complaints con be received, communication
with the school district supported, and the results
monitored. Only then will the public know how the
new program is functioning.

Bakke Case

A test of faith?

Judge Walt Edmonds of Bend sentenced Billy
Whitmire 1o fifteen years in the penitentiary for
antempted murder. (See page 3, “Behird the Wall.”)
if and when Whitmire receives parole, he will have
another five years probation tacked on. It is possible
that this was o foir sentence o Whitmire - a
sentence that fits the crime he commined.

What is disturbing is thot Judge Edmonds, a
professing Christion, did not send Whitmire to prison
to be punished for his crime or even for rehabilite-
tion. He sentenced Whitmire, who claims to have
been converted to Christionity while awaiting ftricl,
to prison to test his Christian faith.

All of us who have adopted the Christian faith can
certginly be glod that Jesus himself did not extroct
this measure of test from us. Although there are
many who have suffered and died for their faith, few
ore asked to serve up to fifleen years in prison.

The Judge explaind thai he had three options for
Whitmire: probation so he could take advantage of o
Bible School scholarship; a year in the county joil
and then probation ond Bible School; or the
penitentiary. He felt that placing Whitmire on
probation before he hod time to “grow in faith”
would not equip him to meet the stresses of schoel.
He did not think spending a year in the county jail
would odequately test Whitmire's foith. Only the
horrors of O.S.P. would be a true test.

So Whitmire will spend at least seven yeors in
O.5.P., where he is 10 strengthen his own faith and
minister to others.

We have heard much recently about using
religious conversion to stay out of prison; we have
never before seen it used as justification for sending
a man o prison.

Reading the ftranscripts, complete with Bible
references, it is difficult 10 determine whether the
judge was sincere or whether he was being
sarcastic; but we haove been assured that Judge
Edmonds is a sincerely religious man. We cannot
judge onother man’s belief but we con’t help but
wonder how he'd do at O.S.P.

We also wonder what happened to the sepcration
of Church and State.

Eliot Il housing breaks ground

{Continued from page 1 col. 6) CM,

alsh, who was second lowest

follow the HAP guideline of minimum

Controversy has risen over the con-
struction contract with Walsh Construc
tion Co. Christensen-McDonald was
the low bidder on the project and has
filed complaints with HUD and HAP
because they were not awarded the
contract. According to Beryl Currier of

idder. was allowed to rework his design
and bid to meet HAP expectations but his
company was not. Jan Yocom, Chairman
of HAP's t Committee, ex-
plained the choice. “While it is true that
Christensen-McDonald was low bidder on
a total cost basis, HAP must also give
weight Lo other considerations, principal-
ly. the well-being of the residents. For
exampie, the Walsh proposal provides 12
per cent more space in each wumit.
Further, the building will be an attractive
one as opposed to the institutional ap-
pearance of the CM design.”

Currier explained that although the
Walsh design might have been more
attractive, it was also more expensive
and his company was attempting to

cost. He claims that it is customary for
the builder to negotiate with the lowest
bidder and that if his company had been
given the opportunity that Walsh receiv-

that Walsh Construction was set aside
approximately $135,000 or 13.5 per cent
of the project for minority enterprise and
that their efforts to work with this
company in the past have been fruitless.
Located in the heart of Albina and
planned and built with federai funds, they
believe minority business should earn
one-third or more of the money and that
minority workers should make up a high
percentage of the work foree.

Letow to the Editon

Where does the money?

School Board
questioned

community. You can tell that you're on to
something by the unjustified and some-
what puzzling response by a body of
people who are ostensibly committed
to facilitate the education of our ecom-
munity’s young people. Maybe some
of the (our?) board members are not so
committed. Maybe in reality they don't
care at all about our young — [ do hope
there are none of the board or none
behind the scenes with puppets on the
board who are actively opposed to the
quality education (and therefor advance-
ment) of the people concerned. Yes, their
motives should be suspect, unless it is to
be believed that it's simply a matter of
offended by the community's desire to be
involved and make suggestions in regard
to eur young. No, it must be something
deeper than that.

I have some words of encouragement
for those community members who are
insisting on community involvement in
relevant board decisions and school board
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twice the number of m2n into the area as
there are showers. So you undress and
stand in front of someone and wait.
There's a lot of tension, fights break out,

i |

my statements. [ have contacted both
The Oregonian and Oregon Journal news
papers as well as all three local television

lmbmueudt;y
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same showers remain out of oider for six
months or more. It might take 56 cents
for a washer, and it might take five
minutes to fix a shower, but apparently
the staflf has io wait for orders from
above. | imagine a work order has to be
submitted, sent out to the front offices to
be Lyped in triplicate, signed by someone
who has the authorization, sent back in to

the plumbing superintendent and sche-

duled. Whatever the procedure is, it
must be easier Lo ignore, because that's
what

While | was sitting in line, | wondered
about that 56 million dollars and where it
went. It seems a shame that 56 cents
couldn’t be found to put toward a problem
that affects 1,400 men every week, twice
a week. Maybe when the people who give
out the money next time will make some
provision 1o use some of it where it is
needed most: down where the prisoners
are,
“Corrections” is a multi-million dollar
industry, one of Oregon's largest indu
stries. There is a status quo that a lot of
people den't want upset. Anytime
someone tries to look in-depth, tries to
get some answers about where the
money goes, or tries Lo get answers about

_ the treatment in here, they are met with

hostility, and are offered meaningless
excuses — their investigation is cut short.

The people who tried to cover up
Watergate should have studied Oregon’s
‘Corrections” d.ivision.‘.ty might have
gotten away with it.

Sincerely,
Donald Danford
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