Labor Day 1977

Next Monday is Labor Day, a day set aside 1o
horor the nation’s workers. This year finds us not
only still in o period of high unemployment but also
in @ growing controversy over civil rights.

The week of September dth through 10th has been
designated as “Full Employment Week™ by o
national coalition calling for no more than three per
cent unemployment within two years. Unemploy-
ment still is @ major problem in this country and
effects cll phases of life. It impacts the crime rate,
broken homes, business bankruptcy, health services,

spoil-sports at City Hall cut off @ Navy Band concert
held in Terry Schrunk Plaza, between the federal
office building and City Hall.

noon? Will

etc., etc. The affects of prolonged unemployment

will be felt for another generation in loss of tax
revenue needed for education, social programs and

public works.

The unempioyment rate for Black young people
has reached an all-time high. The overall unemploy-
ment rate is 6.9 per cent which, although declining,
is far 100 high. A number of new federal programs to

deal with youth unemployment are in the beginning

stages, but these are not enough.

The profits of many American corporations are

rising in spite of recession and inflation that have so

drastically hurt most Americans. Why don‘t these
companies — insurance, financial institutions, oil,
utilities and others - use some of their excess profits
to train and hire young peopie. They are the first to
complain about “government give-aways”, so let
them try some investment in the youth of the nation.

As usually happens in a period when jobs are hard
to find, Biacks and other minorities are last hired and
In spite of this fact, those white
workers who cannot find work or who do not get the
advancement they would like see the few token
Blacks the government forces private industry to hire
and they become the scapegoats. Although Black
unemployment is twice that of whites, and Blacks are
still locked out of the more lucrative jobs and
professional schools, whites are blaming their own

first fired.

fate on “reverse discrimination”.

What is even more discouraging is the lack of
effort by the white press and the educational
establishment to give the people the true facts about
“equal employment opportunity” and “affirmative

action™.

. Musicians expelled

For months -- or is it years — the people of Portland
have waited for the Downtown Mall to be finished.
Many envisioned that this would bring o more festive
atmosphere 1o the downtown core - with hotdog

wagons and strolling musicians.

But rather than encourage music amid the rushing,
honking cars that make up the downtown scene, the

in India.”

The complaint came from the Bureau of Buildings,
located in City Hall. Noise control officer Paul
Herman reportedly said he liked the music but could
hear it two blocks away.

What now? Are we going to get rid of the beils that
peal the hours downtown, the melody played at
there be no Rose Parade or no
celebration if the Blazers win again?

It's too bad when a few “public servants” can‘t
sacrifice a little of their own comfort to allow others

some enjovment,

Ansther “Foint of View
Equity and
‘Reverse Discrimination’

from New National Black Monitor

As so-called ““reverse discrimination” cases mount
before state and federal courts, expect the white
press to directly and indirectly stack the cards against
Black Americans.

A case in point comes from a New York Times
special which notes blandly as follows concerning
the program for restitution to the Untouchables (or
Harijans) in India: “like reverse discrimination in the
United States, the programs are often controversial

Here the Times’ notice accepts the racist allegation
of “reverse discrimination” as having value on its
face and does not even set the term apart with
quotation marks.

Further, all Americans need to know that “com-
pensation for past inequities against the Harijans” is

written into the federal constitution in India.

That we in America have no such provision is a
national travesty.

All Black Americans should be familiar with - and
hold onto -- the following quote from clossical legal

literature concerning the need for, and the place of,
equity and restitution which sophisticated racists are

calling “reverse discrimination”.
Aristotle wrote of the place of equity in public life:
“Equity, though o higher thing than one form of
justice, is itself just and is not geometrically different
from justice. Thus, so for as both are good, they
coincide, though equity is to be preferred. What
puzzles people is that equity is not the justice of the

low courts but a method of restoring the balance of

justice when it has been tilted by the law.” (Ethics,
Book V. Chapter 10).

BPA ‘hocks’ federal dams

(Continued from page 1 column 6)
“Interest rates soar,” Durocher said,
“the cost of power to the user becomes
higher and it is more difficult to construet
plants.”
“Under the route where Bonneville
would be purchasing the power from

these plants, the federal investment,
valued now at $40 billion, would act as
quite a backup for financing new plants if
some means were found to get the
financial capability of the Columbia River
Power System in back of them.”

Durocher said the Federal system

Northwest power goes south

(Continued from page 1 column 6)
include the Salt River Project, a large
public utility in Phoenix, the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power, and the
Lower Colorado River Bureau of Recla-
mation, a federal agency whose role is
similar to that of the Bonneville Power
Administration in the Pacific Northwest.
Construction of the line is expected to
begin a year to eighteen months and costs
are estimated by BPA officials at half a

billion dollars. Target date for energiza-
tion of the line was set by BPA in 1964,
In a related development BPA also
announced that the agency's Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statements on the
Alumax aluminum plant and Phase Two
of the BPA Hydro Thermal Power Pro-
gram was approved by the Department
of Interior. BPA said public meetings on
the program would begin in a month.

would essentially act as collatoral and
there would be a “requirement, then, on
the Federal system to repay the rates...
and all the current investment and
earnings capability of the existing Fed-
eral system goes back as security on the
bonds.”

BPA officials cited the “inflationary
cycle” that has raised costs of building
nuclear power plants the size of Oregon’s
1100 megawatt Trojan power plant to
“over a billion dollars a copy.”

Dan Schausten said, “When the Trojan
plant was on the drawing board in the
late 1960’s the original price tag was $225
million. It finally came in, when we began
operating in 1975, just under $500 million.
And the same size plant if it were on the
drawing boards now would run $1.3 to
$1.4 billion.”
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way as to further their own ends,

To the Editor:
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Rocky Butte inmate needs help

To vhe Editor:

represent me because I felt he was not
working toward the best of my interests.
I related to Judge Davis that I thought

this attorney was not adequate towards

very uncivilized manner that if I did not
“Shut up” he was going to hold me in

serious doubts av to her commit
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