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Law breakers in the
halls of education?

The Oregon open meetings law and open records
low will work only if public officials let them work
ond the people make them work.

After State Senator Dic Groener olleged that the
Port of Portland had kept a report on one of the
potential bidders on its drydock project secret, Lioyd
Anderson, the Port's executive director, said he sow
no value in the public hearing the details of “every
stupid subject that the commission might discuss.”

This is reminiscent of o recent letter from School
District attorney Mark McClanchan, circulated to
School Board members ond staff. The letter, which
was in regard to McClanahon’s eorlier opinion that
minority set-asides are illegal, asked that the letter
be kept confidential becouse there had already been
too much discussion of the issue in the press --
discussion which could be of no benefit.

This policy of secrecy and feor of public scrutiny is
one of the district’s major problerns. A little bit of
honest and open communication could do a world of
good, but based on the Boord meeting of July 25th,
this is not going o happen.

Frank McNamara’s remarks at that meeting bared
what may well hove been an infraction of the open
meeting low, o low that states that no decisions moy
be mode by o public body except in public meetings.
McNomara stated that he had discussed with
Superintendent Robert Blanchard the Superinten-
dent’s intention to change his recommenaation on
the Newman plan, 1o defer the Jefferson High
School section until Jonuary ond ollow certain
community orgonizations o make recommendo-
tions. Since Jonathan Newman changed his propcsal
to meet Dr. Blanchard’s recommendation, we know
that these two had also discussed the motter.

We must assume that Gladys McCoy, who actively
lobbied for the Newman plon, and Chairman Robert
Ridgley were in the know. That is @ minimum of four
Board members who porticipated in the chonge.
Now if these boord mernbers discussed this issue
either in person or by telephone aond reached the
conclusion that they should follow the Superintend-
ent’s recommendation — then the open meetings law
was broken.

Judging from their behavior at the Board meeting
— ihere were no questions, no discussion -- there
were no surprises.

We suggest that the members of the Boord of
Education provide an explanation to the people how
such @ momentous decision — one that had been
colled impossible by Board members Newman and
McCoy ond Superintendent Blanchard only doys
eorlier — could have been reached without discus-
ston.

The people have the right to know whether their
elected represeniatives are obeying the law.

Strawb cools reactors

According 1o press reports it was Governor Straub
and the superintendent of the state police who kept
their heads ond prevented potential violence at the
Trojon nuclear plant during last weekend’s demon-
strations. Reportedly, PGE officials colled for immed-
iote arrests when the gates were blocked by
demonstrators las! Saturday, but Governor Straub
denied siote police participation until ot least
Monday. The arrests tock ploce — non-violently -
early Monday morning.

The Governor’s action was especiolly commend-
able in light of the well-crganized opposition to the
demonstration -- opposition in the form of telephone
calls to PGE ond to public officiols demanding
punishment to the fullest extent of the law.

We must not forget! that this country was born
through civil disobedience and most of its civil rights
and human rights progress has been made through
legal and illegal protest.

Those who are willing to be arrested and go 1o jail
for @ principle deserve our respect.

Labor bars contractor

The Carter Administration has borred the Ingersoll
Milling Machine Company of Rockford, lllinois, from
oll federal controcts for alleged discrimination
ogainst women and minorities. This is the first
company to receive such a strong penalty, but
occording to lobor Secretary Ray Marshall, other
companies are slated for similar oction.

Not too long ago, the Treasury Department barred
o Texos bank from oll participation in federal
deposits.

These octions are in keeping with Jimmy Corter’s
orders that all federal departments and agencies be
alert to and elimiate discrimination.

President Carter’s detractors, those who say all he
has done is appoint Blacks 1o a few jobs, should
realize that those Block people in crucial positions
are the ones who will make these kinds of actions
possible. Placing Blacks in positions where they have
control over programs and funding will do more in

It takes a while to replace oll those top and middle
level positions in government, but this is groduelly
being accomplished and when it is completed we
will find government more responsive to those it is

supposed to serve.

IS4

year outside Portland.
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Concordia com

" of "a park on the remaining vacant

property. The second preference (30.5
percent) was for rezoning for single
family homes so the area would be similar
to the surrounding neighborhood. Nearly
all were opposed to privately developed
apartment units.

from the National Urban League.
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The Soviet Union, for instance, would
seem Lo be a natural ideolagical ally of the
Somalis. But by the same token, so would
Somalia’s leflist neighbor Ethiopia
aclually its worst enemy.

While Somalia pays official lip service
to socialist solidarity, it is far more
commilled o ils dreams of a2 “greater
Somalia,” including its territorial claims
to the eas’ern Ogaden region of Ethiopia
and the newily independent enciave of
Djibouti, which Ethiopia also covels,

cally stable, then we'll see how strong the
. e g -G

(at no cost) for a park, and was later
taken by the federal government for
temporary housing (again at no cost) it
revert to the city for use as a
duuntmtl_.ho
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Northwest Minority Contractors Association

CONTRACTORS e SUBCONTRACTORS

10 N. E. Graham

281-0015
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