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through Black eyes

The 'Hurricane' in cur commun

Th« racism of noglocf
O ne citizen o f the Boise neighborhood said, *1 

hove never seen the Portland School District do  
anything for B ioci students. Their only interest is to 
get federal money!

The entire school desegregation era in Portiond 
con be analyzed and the conclusions reoched must 
agree w ith  this Block mother.

From 1954 until 1963 the Portland Public Schools 
did not address the desegregation issue. In fact, the  
vehem ently denied that segregation existed and  
ridiculed those w ho pointed out the facts.

The School Board did not respond to the demands  
of the NAACP and other community organizations to 
desegregate. Finally w hen adverse publicity got too 
great, they appointed a  "Blue Ribbon" com m ittee to 
study the situation. The committee had to adm it the  
reality of segregation but found a  w ay around it — 
they created the M odel Schools and further segre­
gated Block students into "A rea It", whch contained
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offered compensatory education for those^who w ere  
"disodvontaged" because of race. A long w ith  this 
program w ent an  escape valve — the voluntary 
transfer which a llo w ed  the children of the most 
angry parents to escape.

Dr.Harold K leiner,w ho was director of the M odel 
Schools program , proclaimed in 1965 that Black 
students would not be ready to go to school with  
w hite  children for another twenty years.

Those twenty years haven't passed, but the arm  of 
the Supreme Court has come closer. So the next plan

was »o e lim inate  the upper grades o f ths 
"M e tis I Schools" sending Hie upper grade  
to schools across the city w ith  the 'voluntary*

sesl
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The missing link in the  policy w as the w hite  
student .Although m agnet programs and  Early Child­
hood Education Centers w e re  established to d raw  essbs 
w hite  students, they num ber only about 700.

The next step is to cut out a  section o f the  Jefferson  
district and send the students aw ay . A nd if  this is 
done w ithout resistance, then what?

At no tim e has the w hite  population been  
disturbed. At no tim e has there been  'vo luntary ' 
forced busing o f w hite  students. W e  doubt tht this 
' voluntary' busing of Blocks only w ould  m eet the  
requirem ents o f the fed era l courts.

But worst o f o il, there has never b ee n any  
accountability to the Black com m unity .W hat happens  
to these chldren w hen they get o ff the  busses? A re  
their teachers and  classmates prepared td w e lo m e  
and respect them ? A re  they included in the social 
life  o f their n ew  schools? A nd most o f a ll,  w h a t about 
their academ ic achievem ent? Can the district dem ­
onstrate ocodemic progress — can it show positive 
results for the m illions of fed era l dollars poared into 
the district because these Black children a re  here?

Until these questions and  others a re  answ ered , the  
Block com munity w ill have to o gree  w ith  the  m other 
w ho soys, "The Portland Public Schools never did  
anything because they w anted  to help  Black
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