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The racism of neglect

The Portland School Board spent three hours on
Monday night attempting to determine whether
several communities in the Madison district had
really reached o consensus of opinion on plans for
ottendance changes in their elementory schools.The
final ootcome of the discussion was to ask the area
office to provide evidence that the community has
been informed of prossibie effects in other schools
ana that it is in agreement with the plan.

No such consideration was given to the parents of
students of Boise and King schools. Board member
Jonathan Newman has proposed o plan to halt
increasing Black enroliment ot Jefferson, which is
now ot 45.8 percent. This plan, if adopted by the
Board, will prevent students ot Boise and King
attendance areas who live in the Jefferson area from
attending Jefferson. Worse than that, it assigns them
to no high school.

Where in this large schoo! district is there a
neighborhood that doesn’t have a high school?
Although the student might not chose to attend the
high school serving the area in which he lives, he
does have that option. These Boise and King arec
students will not have that option — they must look
for o high school somewhere else.

And its not as simple as it sounds -- they cannot go
to any high school which has over the disirict’s
average of minorities - 18 percent.

This means these students cannot go to Adams,
Grant or Washington._.and in a few years they won't
be able to go to Madison or Lincoln. And to top it all
off...this will be called “voluntary desegregation™.

Another prediction of many Black citizens will also
come to pass. The highly financed magnet programs
at Jefferson will no longer be open to Black students
because their enrofiment will be kept to the district
average, currently 18 percent.

What is the difference between these two
communities? Why are the opinions of the parents in
the Madison district so important when the parents of
Boise-King are ignored?

This is o very simple case of racism through
neglect. The district must desegregate its schools.
Jefferson is over 51% minority and apparently the
magnet programs are not bringing in enough white
students 1o keep the percentage below the State's
requirement of 50%. The alternative - no more
Blacks.

Desegregation is essential. We don’t quarrel with
that. But we would like to see less commitment to
numerical percentoges and more attention 19
individual children.
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CROSSTOWN PUZZLE

Perhaps the parents and citizens of the Block
community should be consulted about the desegre-
gation process. We would like to know what
happens to these children. What preparations are
made in the receiving schools; what demands are
made on receiving school stoff; what educational
and social benefits acrue to these students who year
after year bear the burden of the disirict’s desegre-

gation program?

Mandatory sentencing
perpetuates racism

Among the bills crrently being considered by the
Oregon State Senate, are three bills that would
require mandatory minimum sentences. HB 2013
would allow the sentencing judge to set a mandatory
minimum prison sentence equal to one-half of the
maximum sentence in all felony convictions.

HB 3041 would require mandatory minimum
prison sentences for all crimes where the defendent
was in possession of a gun during the crime. This
legislation also contains an escalator clouse that
would increase the required prison term for each
subsequent offense: 2 years for the first offense; 5
years for the second offense; 10 years for the third
offense; and life inprisonment for the fourth offense.
offense.

HB 2011 would impose a mandatory minimum
sentence of twenty years for certain types of murder
ond life sentence without possibility of parole for
other types of murder.

The stated purpose for these bills is to reduce
crime, both by imposing a threat of penalty that
would deter the potental criminal and by putting
away repeaters.

Much of the general public believes that crime is
committed by o few “career criminals™. Actually, 54
percent of the felonies in Oregon are committed by
juveniles. Of 100 felonies reported to the police,
there are only 19.4 arrests, resulting in less than one
prison commitment. Of those sentenced to adult
penal institutions, 64% have no prior record. When
you include white collar crime and crimes against
famly and friends, the so-called “career criminal” is
of miniscule threat 1o the general public.

These statistics demonstrate that longer prison
sentences wiil have little effect as a crime deteront.

The effect passage of the bills would hove, in
addition to the need to build several maximum
security prisons, would be destruction of those
commitied to the prison.

Since, according 10 the Oregon Chnititution,

incarceration is for the purpose of rehabilitation, the V'

ideal for mest would be o short term crash

program to become self-sufficient and productive. |

This would have to include counseling, medical care,

education and vocational training as well as drug or |
alcohol treatment. The prisoner would have to know

that “rehabilitation” would mean release.

This is not the case in Oregon. The people have '

not seen fit 1o fund a system that might have some
potential for success.

The only effect long terms without hope for early
release will have is to increase the frustration and
hopelessness of the long-term prisoners. There
would be no reason for long-term prisoners to co-
operate with prison officials or to participate in the

! fow programs that are offered. Their prasence

would be detrimental to the short-term prisoners, so
they would have to be separated and “..urehoused”
4n maximum security prisons. None of this could be
of any benefit to them or to society when they are
finally released.

The other effect of mandatory minimum sentences

* would be to further punish those who are at the

mercy of incompetent attornies, since those who are
properly represented would have a far better chance
of avoiding conviction.

The bills would also perpetrate the racism now
existing in the judicial system. At least the Black
defendant who gets a forty or fifty year sentence to
the prison due to insfitutional or overt racism has o
chance for parole. If these bills are passed, we will
find the prisons filled with Black men who never had
the opportunity for fair treatment by the judicial
system.
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WASHINGTON -
some senior members of Congress, Presi-
dent Carter is continuing with his plan to
withdraw U.S. Ground troops from South
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The 14,000-man U.S. 2nd Infantry Division
is stationed north of Seoul. U.S. Phantom
jets are based at Osan and Kunsan.

Lettow to the Editon
McCready pleads not guilty

To The Editor:

I am responding to an article entitled
“Gilcrease resignation multiplies conspir-
acies” in the Portland Observer of May
26, 1977. 1 would like the opportunity to
clarify some information in that article,

You state that, “There are also indica-

tions that the powerplaying extends
beyond the PMSC Board to the local
government level, involving City Com-
missioner, Connie McCready.”
In fact, at the meeting you mention in the
same article, | made every attempt to
make it clear that | was not going to get
involved in the decision-making of the
Board despite the requests that were
made to me by Board members to do just
that. Yes, ] was asked to take action and
I said, “It’s not my position to do so, it's
the Board's.

As you know from the letter written to
me by Cleveland Gilcrease anJ published
in your edition of May 17, 1977, he
requested that we meet together. No
sooner did I get that letter on my desk
than the press was calling me asking for a
response to his resignation. Then a day
lster they were calling me to ask my
response to the Board's that he
stay. 1 felt that the way to
comment in these cases was t do so based
on knowledge, and that the appropriate
way to find out what was happening was
to call on the people we appointed to sit
on the PMSC Board. 1 inviled Lhe county

as well as city representatives, with
Chairman Clark’'s and Mayor Gold-
schmidt's agreement, because most of our
city appointees were quite recently
named.

My highest priority for PMSC and the
peoplé who deserve its services is that
the best possible use of the money is
achieved. As long as I am voting on
whether to appropriate money to PMSC 1
will take that responsibility seriously and
80 what [ ean to make sure the people’s
needs are met.

Connie
Commissioner of Public Works
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Centaot nearset VA offics
[eheok your phone book) or
e loosl veterens group.
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