Schools get the word -'Obey the law’

Court rulings requiring desegregation of the
nation’s schools will at last be enforced. Joseph
Califano, Jr., Secretary of the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare, has put the school districts on
notice that federal funds will be cut off if federal civil

rights lows are violated.

This marks and end to the years of disregard of the

made.

The school district, as a public body, has the same
obligation. This understanding must be reached
immediately, before the contracts are signed. A
shut-down by the Black community would prove

costly, not only in tax dollars, but in bad publicity -- @

low promoted by the Nixon and Ford administra-
fions. Over the past five years several Texas and
Arkansas districts had been judged to be out of

compliance but the former secretary refused to make
the decision to cut off funds. School districts knew
they had littel to fear and no reason to comply. Now
Caolifano, President Carter’'s new HEW secretary, says

he will perform his job.

Emphasizing that he has no desire to block funds to

any school district, Califano said the laws will be
enforced. “We must now restore the integrity of

HEW's civil rights programs and execute those laws
and all other civil rights laws with energy ond

compassion.”

Perhaps the Portland Public Schools will take heed

and procede with the desegregation of its remaining
majority Black schools before federal orders bring

another crisis to the communtiy.
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The school district will soon oward bids on its
multi-million dollar educational center. Will any of
this work go to minority contractors and employees?
It is not likely unless the school district makes a
strong commitment to insure that minorities are

included.

Tri-Met is o good example of an agency that did
require its prime contrator to meet EEO regulations

abolished.

problem the district does not need.

LE B B B

The school board changed its long standing policy
of rotating the chairmanship among its members,
each taking a turn. That policy seemed to work well
for many years; why the change?

The board will have problems if they begin to
change their rules to fit their personality preferences.

Lawyers know better

The American Bar Assoication, the organization
representing half of the nation’s attorenys, refused to
recommend to the states that the death penalty be

The legal profession is in the best position to know
that justice is not equal in this country - that
minorities still get the poorest legal counsel and that

judges and juries still can’t see beyond a Black face.
The legal profession also knows of the incompe-
tence within its ranks -- the court appointed attorneys
who don’t have either the ability or the interest to
provide a proper defense for their clients.

The members of the ABA know best how much the

and to sub-contract to minority firms. Their were
even some thoughts of denying the contract to the
low bidder if they did not make a firm commitment
to minoirty participation. The commitment was

while working as a drug counsellor. That
week, he had been filling in for another
counsellor, interviewing jail inmates who
had expressed a desire to enter the
state’s drug treatment program. “What
was | doing at Rocky Butte Jail that day?
I was there to interview people with drug
their lives, their drug histories, their
families , anything to try to help keep
them from going to the joint - where
there are all the drugs in the world - and
and to get them into treatment.

“After 1 was there for about forty
minutes, waiting to see some men (it
usually only takes ten to fifteen minutes),
I asked another officer why the wait and
if he would help speed up the process. I
waited because | was doing my job. Next
thing 1 knew, here comes the police from
outside. | wateh them through the bars,
coming up to the jail, ringing the bell, and
I stand and watch them come up to me,
show me their ID and ask to talk with me.
I said OK and while walking to the
‘talking room’, one of the officers leaped
around my throat and said, ‘He's going to
his mouth’. Then all hell broke loose
because | knew as God is my witness that
I didn't do this, so I tried to fight them off
me because | knew something was going
down wrong. They all jumped on me and
downed me. One officer said, ‘Here it is’,
and he put a red balloon in my face.

“They said I had a bottle of methadone
in my pocket.” The state dropped that
charge since the evidence was lost, but it
played an important part in Wilson's
defense.

“Since then I've learned the discourag-
ing truth that the judicial system does

believe the others who are not under such
close serutiny.

“] had begun with the belief that our
ways to solve the social problems in our
communities. | find instead a system that
looks upon success as if it were a mere
accident. I find a system that really
believes ‘Once a dope fiend, always a
dope fiend'. I have found a system that
functions on compromise and sufficates
truth. How can a man like myself and so
many others like me find understanding
in a system that cares and then learn
later that the prescription once used to
cure is now used to poison. That is cold
blooded.

“] once read, ‘Truth conquers slowly.
There is wonderous vitality in error.
Truth indeed, for the most part, shoots
over the heads of the masses, or if an
error is prostrated for a moment, it is up
again in a moment and is as vigorous as
ever. It will not die when the brains are
out and the most stupid and irrational
errors are the longest lived.’ | may never
know at what moment success awaits my
efforts in counseling drug addicts, but
this I know without doubt, sueceed or fail,
I will not bow to error or succumb under
discouragement.

fate of o minority or poor defendent rests on chance
.and how the rich ones never die.
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had before. | have greater determination
and insight because of this experience
with the police and the courts.

“This whole thing is not hard for me or
for anyone else who lives in Portland and
knows me to understand. I was trouble to
the police when I was on the other side of
the law and I was still trouble for them
when I, Babe Wilson, was getting people
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. Economic stimulus

economy. And I the provisions to
increase standard income tax deductions
are great.

A business is given the option of either
a 4 percent return to employees of payroll

From the Legislatur

by Rep. Gretchen Kafoury
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Babe Wilson
needs support

To the Editor:

This letter is in regard to James
“Babe” Wilson - a man who has tried in
way to use his own misfortune to
others. He was convicted of a crime,
that I feel in my heart, he is not guilty of -
He couldn't be - He went too far out of his
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feel we never change. I mention

again, he was convicted of a drug charge
1 wonder if he was really convicted of
his past?
Thank you for your time,
Lauressia Lamberth

Eli

To The Editor--

My name is Anna R. Martin, | am a
mother of two sons and the wife of a very
beautiful man. Right now I am in a drug
treatment plan.

would repeal the ERA. Though the
committee members voted to allow the
bill to be introduced there is not a strong
to reverse
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committee, said he was only
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spending the rest of his productive life in
the penitentiary.

Since Babe left Conquest House, a drug
rehabilitation program, he has dedicated
his life to helping drug dependant individ-
duals. He spent long hours at Alpha
House working with the residents. He
would not hesitate to come in at any time,
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Coordinator
Babe Wilson Defense Fund

$2.50 of your new subscription to
The Portland Observer will go to the

Oregon Black History Project
rricounty area §7 50 other areas $8.00

Name

Address

City

Mail to:

Portland Observer

P.O. Box 3137

Portiand, Oregon 97208




