The State Senate is considering Senate Bill 354,
which would authorize the state corrections division
fo moke grants to counties participating in a
community corrections program. The program would
provide community rehabilitation programs for
non-violent offenders with sentances of five years or
less.

The program would offer an alternative to the
already over-crowded penitentiary. Due to the
crowding at OSP, rehabilitation programs are almost
nil and the emphasis is on punishment. Locking o
man up, keeping him in degrading and often brutal
conditions, isolating him from family and friends,
and offering no counseling -or training programs,
cannot possibly contribute to his rehaabilitation.

Community programs would allow time and
facilities tor rehabilitation programs. The services of
existing mental health'and health programs, com-
munity colleges, etc. could be utilized. Perhaps most
important, valuable family and community ties could
be continued and strengthened.

Perhaps some of the inmates could come out of
this type program with a new understanding, o trade
and a chance to go straight. It has been prefty well

Gas "'shortage” brings profit

from the People's World

Cruel, cold-blooded and premeditated murder is
being committed in this country, an organized
violence directed ot our people which has already
claimed almost 100 lives in the past few days. The
victims were felled not be bullets or knives or clubs,
but by a tiny cabal of flint-eyed manipulators who
have grasped control of warmth and light and turned
it into hard cash.

Make no mistake, there is no more substance to
the so-called “natural gas shortage” than there was
to the phoney ““gas shorlage” two years ago.
Trillions of feet of natural gas lie hidden in the
massive reserves of the huge oil monopolies, gas
that will be “discovered” as soon as President Jimmy
Carter signs his bill 1o decontrol the price of this
precious commodity. And like gasoline, once the
price controls are lifted, natural gas will bite even
more deeply into the diminishing purchasing power
and living standards of this nation’s people.

The natural gas industry is o $20 million business, o
business that even the Carter Administration esti-
mates will reap an extra $5 billion from consumers
during this non-existant “shortage”. It is a business
that is willing to allow people to freeze to death, to
lay off 1.5 million workers, 1o close schools, libraries
and public services to make its point.

The formula is o successful one. Create an
emergency by withholding supplies, allow people 1o
starve, freeze or stand in lines, and then sit back
while Congress falls all over itself in o stampede to
pump greater and greater profits into the coffers of

Ansther. Point. of Vicw

determined that the best way to “reform™ a person is
to give him a positive self-image and provide him
with o way to make an honest living.

‘The problem is not an easy one, buj something
musi be tried. Too many valuable people spend their
lives penned up like cattle with no hope for a future.
Our current correction methods are failing; we must
look for something new.

Place blame carefully

Throughout the entire world the persons who
commited the atrocities in Rhodesia - killing elderly
priests and nuns -- are being condemned. The press
has pointed out that these murders will hurt the
cause of liberation, since the Rhodesian government
has cloimed that they wre committed by Black
guerrillas.

The freedom movements claim that the massacre
was committed by government forces. It would not
be the first time a government in power had
committed octs of violence in order to discredit an
opponent.

The Rhddesian government is in deep trouble and
needs something to turn public opinion its way. The
liberation movement should not be condemned for
this act until the facts are known.

Exxon, Mobile, Transcontinental Natural Gas Co. and
El Paso Natural Gas Co.

As they were chipping the body of Margaret
Shotter out of five inches of ice in her New York
home, Senator Lioyd Bentsen of Texas was declaring
on the Senate floor that any attempt to place a price
ceiling on natural gas would mean a filibuster “till
the flowers bloomed in the spring.” Senator James
Abourezk’s attempts to keep the price of natural gas
down and to reach into the massive surplus of fuel in
Texas for allocation to the hard-hit Midwest and
Northeast was brushed aside.

As long as the natural resources of this country
remain in the hands of private enterprise, protected
by their hirelings in Washington, there will be an
unending litany of Margaret Shotters, $167 gas bills,
shuttered schools and silent factories.

Private ownership and public interest in the field
of energy ore incompatible. The interests of the
natural gas owners are to make a profit, as much as
possible, while those of the public are to stay warm
and make a living. Something has to give, and the
interests of all must be served over the interests of o
few.

Democratic nationalization of the energy industry
is on the agenda for the people of this country. Not o
“nationalization” that keeps industry in power while
the people pay the cost, but a nationalization whose
control rests in the hands of the consumers, labor
unions and conservationists. Energy is far too serious
a business to left in the hands of those few who
make a profit by denying it 1o the many.

Babe Wilson

{Continued from p. 1 col. 3)

he might be trying to foree something
into my mouth.” Wilson said he was
forced to the floor, his head struck
against the floor and his hands stepped
on. Then McDade held a red balloon in
front of his face.

Des Connell, attorney for Wilson, re-
minded the jury that they had to judge
the word of the defendent against the
word of the police and corrections officer
and “they didn't get their story to-
gether.” Telling them that public ser-
vants are not always right, he reminded
them of “All the President’s Men" and the
eighteen minutes. “The government
almost fell because honorable men were

not honorable...Do policemen lie? Does
the President lie? Does the Attorney
General of the United States lie?”

Some element of doubt required the all
white jury of nine women and three men
to deliberate ten hours before reaching
their verdiet.

Babe Wilson's friends and co-workers
who still believe him to be innocent are
Fund. “There are enormous costs invol-
ved for the first trial and we are planning
for an appeal,” a spokesman for the group
told the Observer. Those who are able to
contribute or assist are asked to call
283-2487, for information.
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Liberian freighters

by YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE
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may be oil in southern Belize have made
such a compromise even more unlikely.
Despite being neighbors, Guatemala
and Belize are almost totally different.
Guatemala, like Belize's northern
neighbor, Mexico and other nearby Cen-
tral American countries, is a Spanish-

$2.50 of your new subscription to
The Portland Observer will go to the

Oregon Black History Project

apart from Spanish influence

Most of the population here is Black,
though there are also Crecles, Caribs,
Arabs, descendants of indigenous tribes
and a host of other ethnic influences. The
main thoroughfare of Belize City is called
Queen Street, reggae music spills from
the cafes and the residents speak a kind
of clipped English resembling Jamaican
dialect

Belize, in fact, has more in common
with Jamaica other West Indian
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February 11th - Project ABLE Senior
Center, 7508 N. Hereford, Portland
February 18th - PACT Senior Center,

8588 S.E. Division, Portland

- Trinity Episcopal Church,
147 N.E. 19th, Portland

All meetings will be held from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. For additional information, call

Tri-County area 57,50 other areas $8.00
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