Not the whole story

The nation has just seen “Roois™, the story of Alex

from capture in Africa 1o “Freedom™
in the post Civil War US. The show, seen the
largest television audience in the history the
industry, is being hailed by Blaocks and whites alike
as o great ional experience. _

It probably was an education — but it is difficult 1o
believe os we talk to Black and white viewers, that
so little :sknownw&mvmofshry.oi;
certainly is o graphic exomple rewrit
history 10 suit the politicol needs of a nation -- 3&0
that nation’s overriding social, economic and reli-

ious problem for holt of its existance is all but
?otgoﬂen_

Even harder 1o accept is the discussion we hear
among whites on the rodio talk shows — remindi
us that Blocks porticipated in the slave stealing -
comparing the slavery imposed on Blacks in this
a::r.n.n"n::::;f with slovery the werld over - including the
current working class “wage sloves™.

It is true thot slavery has existed throughout the

., but the slavery practiced by the Arabs ond
mans, and even by the British, French ond Spanish
in the New World, did not strip humanity from the
slave. Slaves were still human goings with a right to
live their lives, 1o have families, homes, ideas and
souls. Only their labor was owned by the master.

Only in the US was the slove not a human being
but an animel to be , sold and breeded like
cattle - 1o be denied family, religion or education.
The show “Roots” did touch on some of the
inhumanities with references to slave breeding, to
the rape by the master, 10 the sale of Kizzie for her
misdeeds. But the horrors of the chiidren on the
auction block, the whip, the hard, cruel work of the
field hands was absent. There was some brutality in
response to misbehavior of the slaves, but overall
the Holey family’s owners were “good masters™.
There waos little in the show to demonstrate the
extreme brutality ond oppression of the slave system
and its continuing influence on this nation ond its
cihizens.

We con ossume that Holey's book is foctual and
that it occurately traces his fomily history — an
accomplishment that was previously thought impos-
sible. The Haley family was extro-ordinarily fortun-
ate in that the fomily wos cllowed 1o remain
together, that they found freedom early and were
able to acquire property and education. Their good
fortune ond Holey’s tenancity in giving his talents,
time and effort to find his roots cannot erase the foct

Haoley's fomi

We see the world

through Black eyes

that African sloves were brutalized ond oppressed to
wahwwdhimmw\n.
The writing of “Roots™ can be as @ major

ishment; it can be pointed 1o with the pride
:c% But it was never intended to erase the
huorrors slavery.

Keep the money

The State of has discovered a $160 million
surplus, the result of collecting more income tax than
necessary last year. Now the problem is what to do
with the money - give it back or spend it.

The hue ond cry is being raised that the taxpayers
were “overcharged” ond the money must be
returned to its rightful owners.

The state is focing o drought; who knows how long
the water s will effect the economy? In spite
of predictions of improvements in the

icture, many Oregonions will remain out
E:r many months to come.

We were recently informed that services 1o the
elderly in their own homes would have to be
discontinued, forcing these people into homes for
the aged -- becouse of no money. Every day we hear
about children and adults who are denied medical
and mental health core -- becouse of no . We
hear about children sent 1o Maclaren and Hillcrest
becouse thre was no money 1o help them before
their problems became so severe.

Continuously the same answer 1o all our problems
- no money!

Surely this $160 million would be better spent
trying 1o meet some of the people’s needs rather
than sending o few pennies to each of us.

His peers?

A jury of his peers. This phrase bas strange
connotations when we recalize that in Multnomah
County a Block defendent is rarely | by a jury
of his peers. The Multnomah County District Attor-
ney’s office still routinely bars Black jurors from the
juries hearing cases involving Block defendents.

Arrests of Blocks in Oregon make up 3.5 per cent of
the total, while Blacks are 18.5 per cent of the

lation of Oregon State Penitentiary. There must
g:p: reason for this discrepancy — white jurors,
incompetent attorneys, overzealous DAs?

Still no justice here.

HEY ARNY, YOU KNOW WHO
2
YOUR CAB JUST Now?
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Job outlook

{Continued from page 1 col. 2)

T GOT HIS FARE
W ADVANCE!
DON'T WORRY,-.
TAX |
l
e
- Tim Darby

Babe Wilson

{Continued from page 1 col. 6)
as he walked toward the interviewing
room he was attacked by McDade and
after he was foreed to the floor McDade
held the balloon of heroin in front of his
face. Another officer said to him, “We
knew we would find 2 way to get you.
You can fool the social workers buf not
In his opening statement Wilson's
attorney, Des Connell, pointed out that
anyone entering the jail is liable to be
searched at any time and that Wilson's
famihiarity with the police system and the
drug trafic would have prevented his
taking such a risk.

Persons wishing to contribute time or
money to the Babe Wilson Defense Fund
can call 283 2487

other job seekers. Over half the empioy-

ing will continue to find employment
opportunities Our study revealed that
sidered the most important job qualifica

Peyton Award

(Continued from page 1 col. 6)

a Prince Hall Mason; a member of Phi
Beta Sigma fraternity. He is a former
board member of the North Branch
YMCA and the Albina Ministerial Al
liance.

Awards include those from the U. 8
Naval Recruting Command (district and
national), Albina Women's League, Al

tion by employers of clerical, sales, semi-
skilled and unskilled workers.”

He noted that one third of the employ-
ers thought that college graduates
were more highly motivated. Employers
and then motivation as the most import-
ant qualifications. Employers who hire
motivation as the third most important
quaiification, foliowing professional/
technical competence and the ability to
communicate.

bina Lion's Club, Black Cultural Affairs
Board of PSU, Portland

Steering Committee. He was Alumni of
the Year, 1974, of Paul Quinn College.

Henderson is currently pastor of St.
Paul African Methodist Church in Berk-
eley, California.

He is the father of two daughters,
Cheri and Rosyin.

“Go to bed," the public was advised by
the mayor of Bienville, La. The tempera-
ture was 25 below at Cincinnati,
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Florida's crop. Utlility companies
throughout the Eastern and Mideastern
states have had to curtail natural gas
distribution as the demand soared.
Different form our probiems with oil,
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groups.”
“There are 2 lot of girls who want to
belong to Camp Fire,

Camp Fire, they should call me at
224-7800.
“Meanwhile,” urges Ms. White, “when
a Camp Fire girl comes to your door, buy
2 box of candy. It really tastes good . . .
and it's helping a lot of kids.”
Notice
BSportsman Little League will begin its

Surely, those whose jobs are threat- knowna and availsble ges supplies not
ened, whose schools are closed and whose Wlmm
homes are cold will now take a personal
interest in the intricacies of natural gas in Texas, which produces more than 20
regulations. percent of the nation’s interstate gas

And intricste are. I've heard it supplies, the objection to federal price-
said it takes a lawyer to setting is very strong. State segislation is
follow the mase. | disagreo. It takes an being considered which would limit the
apprecistion of what you stand to lose - amount of gas shipped out of Texas.
or gain. Only then do we make the effort Many Texans are outraged thst they
to understand the problem. pay the intrastate price of $2 per 1,000

1 suspect that when Congress address  cubic feet for natural gas while customers
s itself to regulation or deregulation of in other states pay a maximum of 52 cents
natural gas, those of us who are now per 1,000 cubic feet for Texas gas. They
threatened by the cold will quickly add point out that the state's abundant gas
new phrases to our everyday speech. resources are being rapidly depleted and

1 suspect we will understand in 10 years will be gone. They predict a

NEW SIARTLY STYLID FRAMES
Prompt Service
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Eye Examination

WO APPOINTMENT MEEDED

OPTOMETRISTS
Lecsted in SEMLER OPTICAL Offices “-hﬂ-
Strwet Level—SEMLER BLDG
S.W. 3rd & MORRISON v o
Dr. Larry SEMLER - Dr. M. KELLY
Dr.R. HULL - Dr. J. BERRY
Optemetrists in other SEMLER Offices
include: Dr. N. Eag, Dr. H. Webb,
Dr. R. Beaderstadt

Ovutstanding for 1976

Beb Nelsen .

Cal T
Outstanding sales associate 0‘.-;-'
for the Hellyweed Branch sales associate for the
Office Hellyweed Branch Office

To get outstanding service in selling your home, or in buyin
diffferent one, call Cal or Bob. They do they job! s ko
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