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We see the world 
through Black eyes

Displaced Homemakers

Investigate unfair,
Press promotes racism ¡ „ „ ¡ ^

A recent survey o f e igh teen  m a jo r newspapers 
has proven once aga in  w ha t Black people  have 
inheren tly  know n — that the w h ite  press continues to 
practice racism  against the Black C om m un ity  in three 
m ajor areas — em p loym en t, news reporting , and 
reporting  o f com m un ity  attitudes.

In his book, The Black Press, U.S.A., R.E. W olseley 
w ro te : “ As Roi O ttley has e xp la ined , the w h ite  press 
and news services earned the suspicion o f Black 
citizens in the firs t h a lf o f this century because they 
could  not be trusted to te ll the truth  about Blacks. 
These w h ite  agencies w ere  accused o f favo ring  
w hites aga inst B ^cks, i.e. ta ilo rin g  the news to f it  the 
pub lica tions ' pre jud ices or at least those o f the ir 
o w n e rs ."

W olseley concludes in his 1971 book, "com p la in ts  
about the w h ite  press trea tm en t o f Blacks' news 
today, how ever, are no less num erous, perhaps 
m ore se lective  because they sing le  out regions, and 
m ere ly  d if fe r  in nature  from  those e a rlie r ye a rs ."

The Congressional Black Caucus said in a recent 
position  paper: "The mass m ed ia  has fa ile d  m ise r­
ab ly  to adequa te ly  and accurate ly  portray Black 
people  and Black perspectives. The m ed ia  and its 
a llies  a lso have fa ile d  to a llo w  equal access to 
in fo rm a tion  necessary fo r fu ll pa rtic ipa tion  in a 
dem ocratic soc ie ty ."

It is possible to read the d a ily  press and not be 
aw are  that there  a re  Black peop le  in Portland, 
O regon. In a d d itio n  to the "b la c k o u t"  against some 
Black ind iv idua ls , and the nega tive  reporting  about 
others, there  is a g enu ine  absence o f news o f Black 
people , organ izations and events. W e still fin d  m a jor 
news events tucked a w ay  beh ind  the classifieds or 
under the obituaries.

A nother aspect o f this racism is the fa ilu re  to report 
on the current thought and ph ilosophy in the Black 
C om m unity. There is no ou tle t in the w h ite  press fo r 
a ttitudes and points o f v iew  — on ly  the most 
in flam a to ry  words are g iven  expression and on ly  in 
tim es o f con flic t. The idea o f education , re lig io n , 
po litics, econom ics, etc. o f th ink ing  Black peop le  are 
not g iven  the crkdbtta»  o f that o f th e ir-  w h ite  
counterparts.

In the area  o f em p loym en t, a na tiona l survey 
shows the new spaper industry to be one o f the worst 
-- especia lly  in the pro fessiona l and adm in is tra tive  
ranks. Blacks fa re  no better in Portland.

We ca ll on our w h ite  bro ther newspapers in 
O regon to end this a ttitude  o f ostracism and racism. 
We be lieve  your w h ite  readers, as w e ll as Black, 
have the desire and the rig h t to read the news about 
Black people  and Black cu lture  in O regon. You have 
a hundred years o f racism to overcom e, but a little  
e ffo rt w ou ld  go a long w ay.

The w h ite  d a ily  press has long been the strongest 
in fluence  on O regon 's citizens. H ow  good it w ou ld  
be if, in the B icentennia l year, this in fluence  w ere 
used to b ring  about an end to the racism we have' 
experienced  fo r so long.

In recent weeks w e have heard a c lam or com ing 
out o f the District A tto rney 's  o ffice  and from  other 
pub lic  o ffic ia ls  dem and ing  m ore jails. O ur ja ils  are 
f il le d  and o ve rflow ing .

Before the taxpayers get stuck fo r b igger and 
better ja ils  w e need to take a look at w ho  is in our 
jails. M any o f the m en and w om en locked beh ind 
bars do not be long  there and could  be ou t supporting 
them selves and th e ir fam iles.

A good exam p le  is a Black man w ho  is cu rren tly  
serving a one year sentence at Rocky Butte w ith  no 
opportun ity  fo r paro le , w ork release, or good tim e

The m an's p rob lem  began tw o  years ago  w hen his 
w ife  charged h im  w ith  assault. They w ere  separated 
at the tim e but by the tim e  he w en t to tr ia l they w ere  
back together. On the advice  o f counsel he p leaded 
g u ilty  expecting  a lig h t sentence. He was sentenced 
to fourteen  days in ja il so he appea led . He w ent 
before  Judge Beatty and was sentenced to five  years 
p roba tion  -  on a m isdem eanor and a dom estic 
prob lem  at that.

The fo llo w in g  December, during  the process o f 
d ivorce, his w ife  com p la ined  to the |udge about her 
husband's behavior. A revocation  hearing  was held 
and he was sent to a psychiatrist w ho pronounced 
him  sound. On the adv ice  o f the psychiatrist and the 
probation o ffice r he was re leased — but had served 
several weeks in ja il.

In January he parked his car and  le ft it. He says it 
was stolen. The po lice  and the car w ere  invo lved  in 
a h igh speed chase. The d rive r was not caught but a 
w arran t was pu t ou t fo r our prisoner. In A p ril he 
surrendered and had ano ther revocation  hearing. 
M ore dom estic com p la in ts had been rece ived  by the 
Judge, so he had another revocation  hearing. His 
w ife  d id  not appear at court and sent a note saying 
she d id  not th ink he should go to ja il.

Failing  to have ve rifica tion  o f the dom estic 
charges, Judge Beatty used the a lle ge d  tra ffic  
o ffense to send h im  to ja il, a lthough  this m atter hod 
not com e to tr ia l so there was no p ro o f o f gu ilt.

He was sentenced to one year at Rocky Butte w ith  
no poss ib ility  o f  p a ro le ,1 do  w o rk  release? no tim e  
served and no good tim e  o ff.

He rem ains in ja il. For the past n ine years he has 
w orked  and supported a fa m ily . He is em p loyed  and 
the com pany agreed  io  ho ld  his job  fo r a reasonable 
tim e.

W hy should this m an sit in ja il. Most dom estic 
court judges and even social w orkers and counsel­
lors have lea rned  to d istingu ish fa m ily  prob lem s for 
c rim ina l offenses. Even po lice  o fficers  do  not ligh tly  
invo lve  them selves in fa m ily  problem s.

Before w e go ou t and  bu ild  b igge r and better ja ils  
w e had better c lean out the ones w e have. A lthough 
the judges' decis ion is fin a l, it is not a lw ays right. We 
suggest a re v ie w  com m ittee  tha t could  look into 
harsh sentences and conc illia te  the m atter w ithou t 
the enorm ous costs and tim e  invo lved  in the appeal 
process.

by Yvonne Brathwaite Burke

Suddenly she is alone. Thoae years are 
gone when her day was locked in to 
kindergarten. Little League, l*TA carni­
vals, company parties, music lessons and 
dental appointments. Her children have 
lives of their own. She and her husband 
are separated, sometimes by divorce, 
sometimes by death.

She must work to support herself. 
How? She has never worked outside her 
home. She is a "displaced homemaker." 
Women in her category have the highest 
unemployment rate of any sector of the 
work force.

She is ineligible for Social Security 
benefits because she is too young, or she 
may never qualify for benefits because 
she has been divorced from the family 
wage earner. She is ineligible for federal 
welfare assistance because she is not 
physically disabled and has no children 
under eighteen years of age. She does not 
qualify for unemployment insurance be 
cause she has been engaged in unpaid 
labor in the home.

She has lost her rights as a beneficiary 
under an employer's pension and health 
plans through her divorce or widowhood. 
Private health insurance is often unavail 
able because of her sex and age and, if 
available, is limited in coverage and pro­
hibitive in cost.

M ore and more women are finding  
themselves displaced homemakers. The 
changing status of the family has left 
older women unprotected.

The divorce rate has nearly doubled 
over the last decade and a half. In 1960. 
there were 35 divorces per 1.000. and by 
1974 this figure increased to 63 per 1,000. 
One fourth of the divorces filed are after 
fifteen years of marraige. The trend is 
toward no-fault dissolution of marriage 
and spousal support for limited periods, if 
at ail.

There has been an increase of 46 per 
cent in the number of households headed 
by women in the last decade. In 1973, one 
in every eight families was headed by a 
woman. Forty percent of poor families 
had a woman at its head.

To alleviate this problem, legislation 
has been introduced in Congress for the 
establishement of multipurpose service 
programs to offer training, counseling 
and services for displaced homemakers. 
The programs would be administered by 
the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare

These programs include job counseling, 
job tra in ing  and placement services, 
health education and counseling, financial 
management services, legal referral and 
counseling services, educational referral 
and counseling services and outreach and 
information services to already existing 
federal programs.

The bill also calls for a one year study 
and report to Congress on the feasibility 
of and appropriate procedures for includ 
ing displaced homemakers under unem 
ployment compensation programs. While 
homemakers make an invaluable contri­
bution to the welfare and economic sta 
bility of this country, there is no unem 
ploym ent insurance for a homemaker 
who is "laid off."

It is important to recognize the wisdom 
of a displaced homemakers program. 
Persons in this category ran provide a 
stable and efficient addition to the work 
force.

We need to see they get the help they 
need to help themselves. Wages paid to 
persons able to enter the job market 
through the efforts of the program will

Too Late to

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor:

Sometimes a little concern on behalf of 
those persons who are so dedicated and 
citizen minded would help our community 
if they would be concerned and do some­
thing about the young thieves who are 
shopping in Fred M eyer. Penney's, 
Wards, and Safeway Stores. A few who 
think they are justified in stealing from 
these stores because of the high prices, if 
they would use their intelligence and 
simply stop buying from these stores and 
go some place else where the prices are 
lower. Many of these same thieves would

and could be productive citizens if con 
cerned parents would only take the time 
to see that they get the proper skills in 
school and actively seek career opportu 
nities for all our youth.

Many of us are sitting by and watching 
the women do what the Blacks started 
and are willing to just sit by and grumble

about the situation at home. The Black 
male is not liberated and never will be 
liberated until he can take his rightful 
place at the head of the family and as a 
productive citizen. These things we can 
not do until all of us who have children 
will go to the schools and places of em

ployment on behalf of all our youth and 
see that they are properly equipped with 
the tools needed for survival. We can 
work harmoniously with the women and 
share equally in the opportunities pro­
vided. if we are all equally prepared 
educationally.

The challenge is to all you responsible 
adults and citizens who would like to live 
in a safe and comfortable neighborhood. 
If  you see a thief, report him/her because 
that same thief may be the one who will 
rip you off next.

Walter F. Morris, Jr.

Hays
(Continued from p. 1 col. 3, 
and l*abor committee, the announced 
purpose of which his subcommittee was 
created.

"But Mr. Hays wound up his work by 
investigating and making public in the 
press only the alleged abuses of Repre 
sentative Adam Clayton Powell," said the 
ministers.

Ten years prior to that Hays had been 
battering Powell and in June 1957 went 
after him on the House floor in what was 
termed a "vicious attack” while Powell 
was in the hospital suffering from a heart 
attack. This time he was carrying on 
"sniping" that began the previous year, 
1956, when Powell derided to announce 
support of Dwight David Eisenhower for 
President, a Republican.

Hays had wanted the Democrats to 
deny Powell his House committee chair 
manships, but had not taken such a 
strong position on Mississippi Democrat 
John B. Williams who had backed a 
state's righls presidential candidate. 
During this particularly bitter attack. 
Hays had recited a lot of information from 
the files of the House Un American 
Activities Committee of which he was a 
member.

Powell spent more than 25 years in 
political life. He was first selected to the 
New York City Council in 1941 and, in 
1943, he won the endorsement of Demo 
crats, Republicans and the American 
labor Party for the Congressional nomi 
nation.

The 1967 House denial of Powell's seat 
came in the same year that Thurgood 
Marshall became a U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice and in the same month that Julian 
Bond was seated in the Georgia House 
after having been denied his seat over 
statements on Vietnam.

Powell, who urged Blacks to pursue 
excellence, once said during the height of 
the popularity of “Black Power" slogans: 
"Black power is not anti white. Black 
power includes everybody who wishes to 
work together, vote together and wor­
ship together."
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generate more than the tax revenue to 
sustain it.

Of added importance, however, is the 
dividend coming from the well being of 
persons leading productive lives who 
might otherwise fall into the dishearten 
ing social problems that plague those who 
suffer from loneliness, inactivity or a di 
minished sense of self esteem. The time 
is past due for a full program aimed at 
helping the displaced homemaker.
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Half tune, to coordinate 
job placement for students. 
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