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Trailblazers; Musical chairs again
bv Ron Sykes

Holland Todd , Jack M cCloskey. O n n y  
W ilkens. and the beat goes on. F o r those 
of you th a t a re  new to  B liz e r  basketball 
the above nam ed fellows are form er 
T ra ilb la ze r  coaches. Tuesday, at a press 
conference called by the Blazers, Jack 
Ram say was handed the reins and w ill 
a tte m p t to  do w h at no o ther roach in 
Blazer h istory has done, th a t is to  lift the 
Blazers to the play-offs.

So w ith  Ram sey's h irin g  the question is: 
W e re  th e  B lazers fa ir  to  Lenny W ilkens?  
W ilkens' believes th a t w ith  a lit t le  m ore  
tim e he could have produced a w inner. 
Last ye ar. Lenny's  firs t, the team  put 
to gether 38 w ins, the most ev er for a 
P ortlan d  team . Th is  was accomplished 
w ith an in ju red  B ill W alton . So na tura lly  
things looked prom ising for the next 
year. But as w e all know these promises 
quickly fe ll by the w ayside w ith  reoccur 
ring  in ju ries  to  B ill.

I t  has been said th a t w ith  W alto n  in the  
line-up the B lazers w ere  a solid cham ­
pionship team , and th a t could fu rth e r  be 
substantiated by th e ir  perform ance in 
that m em orable seven gam e stretch  back 
in Jan u ary , w h ere  th e y  lite ra lly  blew  
everyone out. D u r in g  th is much ta lked  
about stretch  th e  team  was a lto g eth er  
and one could easily see the th ings finally  
fa lling to g eth er -  a t last we had a team .

So it is my be lie f th a t Coach W ilkens was 
fired  too hastily. W h en  asked about his 
fir in g . Lenny had th is  to  say. "H e  to ld me 
the reason was i ha t w e hadn't made 
enough progress in th e  last tw o  seasons," 
W ilkens  said.

W ilkens said th e  whole th ing  was a 
surprise to him. “ I had heard rum ors, but 
I  d idn’t  pay much a tten tio n  to  th em ." he 
said. “ I rea lly  d idn 't th in k  th is was going 
to happen. I a*ss than a week ago, I was 
looking ahead to the C olleg ia te d ra ft and 
to  our rookie camp."

W ilkens seemed a lit t le  b itte r , and one 
can easily understand w hy. H is final 
statem ent was, “I  can see it now. W alto n  
w ill stay healthy all next season and Jack 
w ill become coach of the ye ar."  I  don't 
know about Ram say becoming coach of 
the year but I ’m alm ost positive th a t Bill 
w on't stay healthy a ll year.

So it brings us bark  to  “H appy Jack"  
Ram say. W h at are  his goals? W h at are  
his plans as far as m aking changes?

On a local ta lk  show Tuesday evening, 
Ram say said. “I  like to  play a big fo rw ard  
and a sm all fo rw ard . I  believe it gives the 
team  a trem endous am ount of flexi 
b ility ."  I f  Ram say adheres to  this  
philosophy, then w e w ill no longer see 
Super Sid and L loyd N eal on the floor 
together.

Ram say says th a t P e tr ie  is a lready a 
p rem ier guard in the N B A  and Lionel

belief is th a t a p rem ier guard would be 
one th a t ran  do it all, to  far P e tr ie  doesn't 
fit this category.

I agree w h o leh earted ly  w ith  Ram say'a 
assessment o f L ionel. H e is good now and 
w ill be a p rem ier guard in the years to 
come. A nyone know ing anyth ing  about 
basketball ran  easily see th a t Hollins has 
all the tools. I'm  still try in g  to under 
stand how B lazer fans ran cheer P e trie  
and S tee le, and be so hostile tow ard  
Lionel. I ju st can't understand it.

Ram say has stated th a t his plans for 
l.a rry  S tee le  are a t the fow ard position. 
Ramsay says th a t w ith  Steele and Gross 
among the fo rw ard s, th ere  is plenty of 
speed. Also, he th inks it w ill be d ifficult 
for others to  run  against the Blazers. I 
sincerely hope th at the B lazers w ill not 
stand pat. I t  is necessary th a t they  
re  assess th e ir  present s ituation and 
m ake changes as needed. I f  M r. Ram say 
does elect to go w ith  w hat he has then  
the beat w ill indeed go on had in the gam e  
of musical chairs. M r. Ram say w ill find  
him self w ithou t.

LENNY WILKENS

Hollins w ill be good. I can't agree w ith  
Ram say on this, I  believe his analysis is a 
lit t le  off. A t best. G eoff is an adequate  
guard, by no means a p rem ier guard. M y
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PeA êct SoutlteAet dloipitality

S i t  d o w n  t o  b r e a k f a s t  
w i t h  T o n y  a n d

W om an ski racer in national finals - Lucille  M cG ee. 52. can ski only th ree  hours a 
day before her sk i-in ju red  leg tightens up, but she skied w ell enough to qualify  for 
the 8th annual S c h litz /N A S T A R  Finals a t Aspen. Colorado, in A p r il. M iss McGee, 
an electronics assem bler from  M inneapolis. M innesota, was the firs t Black skier to  
qualify  fo r a N A S T A R  Finals w here  the national recreational ski racing champion 

ships are  decided.
A bove. Miss M cG ee speeds through a gate on th e  g iant slalom  finals course. 

Skiers in eight age and sex classifications won gold, s ilver and bronze Schlitz Cups.

Pocket billiards tourny here
T h e  firs t Oregon S ta te  P ocket B illiards  

To urnam en t sponsored by the N ational 
Pocket B illiards Association, In co rp o ra t­
ed w ill be held a t the M em o ria l Coliseum  
on June 19, 1976.

T h e  N ationa l P ocket B illiards Associa 
tion was organized to  foster and develop  
a g re a te r in te res t in the p laying o f pocket 
billiards and to  ren d er a service to 
business organizations ca tering  to  people 
in terested  in p laying  pool.

P lay is open to ve rified  ta vern  and 
lounge league team s only, as th is tour  
nam ent caters to  the am ateur p layer, not

the professional. P rize  monies and 
trophies are to be aw ard ed  to  the top 
tw e n ty  place team s. T h e  action is to  be 
projected onto a 20' x 30' screen via  
closed c ircu it te levis ion, portions of which  
w ill be taped for fu tu re  use.

1976 W orld  Open E ig h t Ball, N ine  Ball 
Pool Cham pion, D an Louie, of S eattle , 
has contracted to e x h ib it his skills during  
the to urnam en t.

Disc jockeys from  eig h t local television  
and rad io  stations have accepted an o ffer  
to  play an exh ib ition  m atch w ith  the  
w inners receiving  a trop hy.

F o llo w in g  a d is t in g u is h e d  fo u r te e n  
year coaching career a t E astern  Oregon  
S tate  College, head w restlin g  coach E r  
ling O degaard , 52. has announced his 
re tire m e n t because of m edical reasons.

O degaard , whose team s w ere  ranked in 
the top tw e n ty  sm all college poll a t one 
tim e for e ig h t years in a row , says th a t a 
c o n tin u in g  poor h e a r t  c o n d itio n  has 
brought about the ea rly  re tire m e n t. "M y  
doctor." O degaard said, "says th a t 1 must 
im m ediate ly  cease both coaching and 
teaching if I  w ant to  continue liv ing. I 
w ant people to know th a t m y early  
re tire m e n t has nothing to do w ith  the  
d ro p p in g  of W r e s t l in g  n e x t F a ll  a t  
E O S C ."

Th e rotund coach, a ffectionate ly  known  
by all as "O de," e laborated  fu rth e r  on the 
decision to  drop w restlin g  and the fu ture  
of a th letics a t EO SC: "E O S C  has had to 
m ake some hard decisions th is year. I 
respect D r. Briggs' decision and am very  
supportive of him. H e ’s not out to  w in a 
popu larity  contest. I t  is m y hope that 
w restlin g  can one day regain  the success 
ful position it has en joyed at the college 
for m any years. I  believe the m ove wilt, 
in the long run, help to stren gh ten  the 
a th le tic  p ro g ram .”

O ve r the years , O degaard 's w restlers  
received aw ards as sm all college A ll 
A m ericans e ighteen  tim es. M o re  than  
fifty  of his fo rm er w restle rs  are  now 
active in the teaching and coaching ranks  
th roughout the s ta te  of Oregon. “D ro p  
ping w restling ,"  O degaard said, "is like  
losing a child. But, som ething had to be 
done w ith  the fiscal problem s faced by 
the a th le tic  d ep artm en t. W re s tlin g  is not 
a m andated sport by the E verg reen  
Conference, and by offic ia lly  dropping the 
sport, those w restle rs  w ho w an t may 
im m ediate ly  tran sfer to another viable  
w restlin g  program  an yw h ere  in the re  
gion."

E O S C  P resident. D r. Rodney Briggs  
te rm ed O degaard 's ca reer "one of the  
most distinguished ever perform ed by an 
E O S C  coach."
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lENOW'S What Weight Watchers' members are saying about 
the new Personal Action Plan '  modules
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KNIT BLOCKING OUR SPECIALTY 
39 65  N. WWtams Ave.
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LOST 70 pound«
JOIN ANY CLASS ANY TIME!

M aran ath a  Church  
1222 N .E . S kidm ore  
Sat. 9:30 a.m .

C arpen ters  H a ll 
2225 N . Lom bard St. 
M on. 7:00 p.m.
Thurs. 9:30 a.m .

E m anuel Hospita l 
2801 N . G antenbein  
E m anuel East, Room B 2 
(N u rs in g  Hom e)
Th urs . 7:00 p.m.

Fellow ship
B aptist Church
4737 N . lo m b a rd
Tues. 9:30 a .m ., 7:00 p.m.

O th er A M  and P M  Classes in a ll areas o f Oregon & 
S outhern W ashington . F o r fu rth e r  in form ation  call 
Collect P ortlan d  (503) 297 1021, W eekdays -  8:30 to 
5:30.

Join ua today W e've got so much 
that's new to help you reach you. goal

W E IG H T WATCHERS®
NEW PERSONAL ACTION PLAN

Your child knows that Kellogg's Sugar 
Frosted Flakes’  taste gr-r reat That 

they've got a secret toasted-in frosting 
And that they stay crunchy in milk 
What he probably doesn't know is that 

they re also gr-r reat for him 
We fortify Kellogg’s Sugar Frosted 

Flakes cereal witn eight essential 
vitamins and two minerals 

So when he sits down to his 
morning meal with Tony the 

Tiger ' he’s not only getting 
gr r-reat taste—hes getting 

the nutrition of a
complete breakfast 

of Kellogg's Sugar 
Frosted Flakes and 
milk, juice, toast and 

spread And that's
good And now to make 

it even better, you'll be
getting 10C oft when you 

use the coupon above
Taste Nutrition Savings 

Now that's gr-r-reat
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REDUCTIONS «  /n  f, as I / J I / Z off
IN THE GREATEST EVENT IN OUR HISTORY!

OUR 43rd  C A I E I 
ANNIVERSARY H  L E •
$250,000 Famous Label Stock to Choose From

PANTSUITS •P A N T C O A T S * DRESSES (lo n g  &  s h o rt)*  LEATHER 
-  JACKETS &  COATS« ALL WEATHER C O A TS’ FUN &  REAL FURS, e tc .

JACQUELINES
USE YOUR CHARGE-LAY-AWAY OR BANK CREDIT CARDSI
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