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ot the time of dealth

SOCIAL SECURITY

Death benefits are available to
survivors of persops who are
covered by Social Security. For-
mal application must be made for
these benefits.

The spouse of the deceased is
entitled to a death benefit of
$255 if the deceased was covered
by Social Security. If no spouse
survives, the benefit is available
to apply against the funeral
expenses if the expense was paid
by an individual. 1f the expense
was paid by a fraternal or reli-
gious group which was obligated
to provide the expense, then the
Social Security payment is not
made.
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UNION AND
FRATERNAL BENEFITS
Union or fraternal organiza-

tions often provide death bene-
fits. Survivers of railrcad em-
ployees are entitled to benefits.
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
If death was on the job or
caused by work related factors,
survivors may be eligible for
Workman's Compensation bene-
fits.
VETERANS BENEFITS
Veterans are eligible for death
benefits. These benefits include
a $250 burial allowance, burial in
a Veteran's Administration ce-
metary in a $150 plot allowance,
and an American flag to drape
the casket.
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Services reflect life style

In recent months, non-tradi-
tional funeral services have be-
come more common.

The “Life Centered Memorial
Service” was developed in re
sponse to family's wishes that
they could honor the deceased
person in a way more in keeping
with his life style and with his

beliefs and character.

In these services the body may
or may not be present, and if
present can be viewed naturally,
without a casket. Depending on
the decease’s religious beliefs, a
minister may or may not le
present. Music tends to be
informal - that enjoyed by the
deceased and his family, and the
service simple - often a sharing

of memories.

Life Centered Memorial Ser
vices are as varied as the indi-
viduals they honor - a service of
poetry reading on Mt. Hood; a
picnic for friends and relatives at
the beach; a final cruise on the
family boat with sprinkling of
ashes on the a rock
concert in the park; an obituary
read in the favorite tavern.
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. If you had
High Blood Pressure
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FOR MORE INFORMATION...

WRITE OR CALL
The Portland Observer
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