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IVe see the world 

through Black eyes

Voters’ voice heard
W ally  Priestley has overcom el He chalks up three 

victories — House District #16, the Portland School 
Board and the M ultnom ah County In te rm ed ia te  
Education Board.

Priestley was the object o f an a ll out cam paign by 
the "p o w e r s tructure ." B ill W yatt m oved into 
Priestley's d istrict and ran a w e ll headed cam paign 
fo r Priestley's House seat. W yatt was also supported 
by the m edia, w h ich  have long described Priestley as 
incom petent and ine ffective .

A lthough Priestley's ph ilosophy may be too rad ica l 
fo r the "P ow er structure" and the w h ite  press, he 
seems to be in tune w ith  the voters. Not on ly d id  he 
re ta in  his House position representing N orth -N orth ­
east Portland, but knocked incum bent Paul Howe, an 
o ffic ia l o f the Northwest N atura l Gas Com pany o ff 
the school board. In the IED race he defea ted  top 
contender Forrest Rieke, a p rom inen t Portland 
A ttorney.

During his several terms in o ffice , Priestley has 
refused to put on the trappings of governm ent. He 
lives s im ply and persues his ideals. A lthough  his 
persuit of rights fo r a ll -- m inorities, fa rm  workers, 
peaceniks, un ion  workers -- has caused much 
concern in some quarters, he goes in w ith  his 
crusaders — to the p icket line , to the streets, to ja il.

The Observer congratulates W a lly  on his v ic to ry l 
We supported h im  in his cam paign and w e know  he 
w ill represent our com m unity w e ll, as he has done in 
the past.

Thank you, Governor
Governor Bob Straub has appo in ted  Ellis Casson to 

the State Board o f Education, m aking  him  the first 
Black to serve on this im portant Board. The Board 
sets policy, regula tions and standards fo r a ll the 
pub lic  schools in Oregon.

This is a crucia l appo in tm ent in this tim e o f 
dec lin ing  educationa l ach ievem ent, shortage o f 
funds fo r education, and a lw ays the threat o f 
d isorder over the educationa l opportun ities o f Black 
ch ild ren.

We appreciate  the fact that the G overnor a pp o in t­
ed a Black. Too often Blacks have been le ft out o f the 
com m ittees and Boards w here the real decisions are 
made. Governor Straub has dem onstrated once 
aga in  that he intends to be a G overnor fo r a ll 
people.

Ford: Politics 
before principles

In asking fo r a jud ic ia l te rm ina tion  o f the court 
ordered school busing, President G era ld Ford is 
bow ing  to the rig h t w ing  conservation o f Ronald 
Reagan. Does Ford w ant the presidency so much that 
he w ill sell out the nations' Black ch ild ren?

This m ove -- at this tim e -- can be noth ing else than 
politics, and d irty  politics at that.

We rea lize  that Ford has a lw ays been opposed to 
busing. He has a lw ays been against those programs 
that w ou ld  insure Blacks equal justice. But he has, 
since he has held the presidency, at least gone 
through the m otions o f be ing a president fo r a ll 
people. N ow  he has g iven  up this m asquerade — a ll 
fo r a fe w  votes.

B ring ing an end to court ordered busing w ill not 
bring  an end to conflic t. The very act o f considering 
such a th ing w ill on ly  bring about new  v io lence  on 
the part o f those w ho  oppose " th e  law  o f the la n d ." 
And the president can certa in ly not expect Black 
people  to a llo w  w ha t little  has been ga ined in the 
last tw enty years to be snatched aw ay by an 
am bitious po litic ian .

President Ford is asking fo r votes -- but he w ill 
b ring about the greatest conflic t and vio lence that 
the nation has seen.

Get home fixed free
The CREP program , sponsored by the Portland 

M etropo litan  Steering Com m ittee, is in one o f the ir 
most unusual and needed pro ject to h it this area. The 
project, funded by the U.S. Departm ent o f Com­
merce, has as its prim ary goal the tra in ing  and 
em p loym ent o f unem ployed persons in the construc­
tion fie ld .

A by-product is the free "w in te r iz a tio n "  o f homes 
o f low -incom e persons. W in te riz ing  includes fu r­
nace repairs, roo f repair, rep lac ing  w indow s, repairs 
to w a lls  and ce ilings, and outside paint. There are 
many low -incom e fam ilies  and e lde rly  persons w ho 
are in great need o f these repairs, but w ho do not 
have the m oney w ith  w hich to buy them.

CREP offers these services free , w ith  no strings 
attached. Homes must be occupied by low -incom e 
owners and must be located w ith in  the city lim its of 
Portland.

CREP is seeking homes right now  and the tim e to 
app ly is now, not next w in te r when the house gets 
cold and dam p. A ll persons w ho th ink they m ight be 
e lig ib le  fo r the CREP w in te riza tion  program  are 
urged to ca ll 288-8391 fo r in form ation .
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City

and Blacks
by Yvonne Brathwalte Burke

On the eve of the United States'
Bicentennial celebration, one question is 
continually asked of the nation's Black 
public officials: Are America's Bicenten­
nial festivities indeed cause for Black 
celebration? The implications of the 
query penetrate the very heart of the 
ideals and precepts upon which American 
democracy is built.

Can Black Americans endorse whole­
heartedly the commemoration of an event 
-  the American Revolution -  which freed 
white Americans from Colonial restraints 
while leaving Blacks still fettered to 
oppressive American ones?

Can Black Americans participate in the 
celebration of a freedom which has to a 
substantial extent yet eluded and exclud 
ed them?

Can Black Americans join in fellowship 
with some of the same forces that have 
stridently opposed racial progress alter 
nating a variety of means -  many 
malicious and all misguided - to toast the 
conclusion of 200 years of American 
history?

Or, to rephrase the questions, should 
Black Americans be willing to do so?

Obviously, no rational American can 
fondly recall the lynching of people who 
were simply attempting to attain the 
voting privileges that accrued to others 
through birthright.

No sensitive American can nostalgi 
rally reminisce about the unleashing of 
police dogs on people quietly protesting 
their exclusion from schools, restaurants, 
bathrooms, water fountains, and the 
front of buses.

No thinking American can take pride in 
the past enslavement and degradation of 
a people whose sole “crime” was being 
born Black. No person who appreciates 
all that is innately great and beautiful in 
man can applaud such acta of utter 
inhumanity.

But despite the tremendous injustices 
suffered by Black Americans, there still 
remains cause for optimism. We, as 
Black Americans, should applaud our 
perseverance.

We should utilize the Bicentennial 
celebration to commemorate the Criapus 
Attuckses, the Harriet Tubmans, the 
Frederick Douglasses, the Martin Luther 
Kings and countless other Afro-Ameri­
cans who did more than just survive -  
those, who despite seemingly insur­
mountable obstacles, transcended these 
apparent limitations to contribute might 
ily to our American heritage. In fact, not 
only must we remember, but we must 
continue in the spirited tradition of these 
indomitable Black men and women.

Somehow, we must reaffirm our faith 
in the actualization of American ideals. 
We must reaffirm our national and global 
commitment to the eradication of human 
ills. The Bicentennial is not a time for 
mere reflection, but an occasion to chart -- 
through the replacement of idealistic 
rhetoric with pragmatic action future 
progress.

The real importance of the Bicentennial 
lies in its prescience, not in its reiteration 
of the past. In that, all Americans can 
find common ground.

The Black American contribution to 
the nation's culture has been immense 
and integral. Every aspect of American 
life -  the scientific, the social, the political 
-- has been enhanced by Afro-American 
achievement. The Afro-American legacy 
is all pervasive. There is much to take 
pride in.

During the nation's 200 years of exis­
tence, there has been both glory and 
infamy. Much has been accomplished, 
but much more lies ahead to be done.

If  America's 200th birthday celebra 
tion is viewed, however, as a reassertion 
of the primacy and enduring truth of the 
originally envisioned American ideals and 
as a pledge to ensuring the fulfillment of 
every American’s potential, the Bicen­
tennial will indeed be cause for celebra 
tion by all.
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fì-igidaire
"Simmered for Hours" 
Flavor • • • in a matter 
of MINUTES!

Frigidaire Microwave Oven with

New SLOW-COOKING Cycle
Tbit Frigidaire Microwave Oven offer» the flexibility of o »penal Slow 
Cook cycle that'» ideal for »low roasting quality meat» and for cooking 
delicate sauces and cheese and egg dishes For fo»t freezer to-table cook­
ing on Automatic Defrost cycle thaws frozen foods in minutes Set the 
two-speed Timer for precise cooking of most foods, or up to 35 minutes 
for larger food items like a roast. Chimes at the end of each cycle tell you 
when time is up COMPLETE M ICRO W AVE COOKBOOK included

TIM E-SAVING  Prepare o complete meal in up to 7 5 %  less 
time than with a range surface unit or conventional oven

ENERGY SAVING Uses up to 7 5 %  less power than conven­
tional cooking; results in lower electric bills

CLEAN No baked-on spatters; spills wipe away easily

COOL Only the food gets hot, your kitchen stays cool.
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