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We see the world 
through Black eyes

LETTERS
Women now

Profit motive controls Africa policy
In the face o f g row ing  insistance o f the Black 

nations o f A frica  and the Black people  o f Rhodesia 
and N am ib ia  for Black m ajorities governm ent, the 
United States has fin a lly  begun to a ttem pt to 
de fine  an A frican  policy.

Secretary o f State Kissinger's recent trip  to A frica , 
during w hich he announced U.S. support for 
m a jority  Black ru le, is a response to the threat o f 
Soviet in fluence  in A frica  rather than a judgem ent 
based on m orality.

Kissinger chose to avo id  any endorsem ent for 
Black m a jo rity  ru le  in the Union o f South Africa. 
The reason fo r the oversight is Am erican invest­
m ent in South Africa. Currently U.S. investm ent in 
w h ite -m a |o rity -ru led  South A frica  — nearly $2 
b illio n  — surpasses U.S. investm ent in a ll o f Black 
A frica.

Fifty o f the 100 largest Am erican companies 
operate in South A frica , and in spite o f recent 
libe ra tion  o f A ngo la  and M ozom bique and a push 
fo r the overthrow  o f the Smith governm ent in 
Rhodesia, Am erican investments are increasing.

Trade w ith  South A frica  also is increasing. U.S. 
exports to South A frica  rose to $231 m illion  in the 
first tw o months o f 1976. U.S. im port o f South 
A frican goods has rem ained at $65 m illion .

This investm ent by U.S. m u ltina tiona l firm s, o f 
course, is the decid ing  factor in U.S. fo re ign  policy. 
The U.S. imports Rhodesian chrome, v io la ting  a 
lo n g -s ta n d in g  U n ite d  N a tio n s  sa n c tio n  a g a in s t 
trade w ith  the Smith governm ent. Congress has 
repeated ly refused to repeal the Byrd am endm ent, 
which legalizes the trade. Opponents o f repea l 
are Union Carbide and A llegheny-lud lum .

A test o f the new  A frica  po licy w ill be w hether 
Kissinger's stated support o f a Black governm ent 
fo r Rhodesia w ill have any im pact on Congress, or 
w hether the U.S. w ill continue to support the 
Rhodesian econom y.

O f even greater interest is South A frica . If Black 
libe ra tion  comes to A frica , it must also come to 
South A frica . It is here that w e w ill see the U.S. 
suddenly lose its new  interest in libe ra tion  and 
se lf-governm ent, and m ake its last stand fo r co- 
loniahsrp. , ,

U.S. econom ic interests are fa r greater in South

A frica  than in Rhodesia. Last January U.S. firm s 
supported a sm all g roup o f congressional leaders 
w ho lobb ied  to repeal the U.S. Export-Import Bank 
policy fo rb idd ing  loans to South A frica. They 
argued that w ithou t Eximbank credit, m illions o f 
dollars in jobs w ou ld  be lost to fo re ign  competitors. 
One of the firm s lead ing  the fig h t to repeal the 
Eximbank loon ban was Fluor Corporation, w hich 
w ill bu ild  a fa c ility  to extract gasoline and fue l o il 
from  coal When com pleted, the Fluor pro ject w ill 
make South A frica  the w orld  leaders in cool 
gasification  technology.

Am erican fo re ign  po licy is being contro lled by 
m u ltina tiona l corporations whose interest is in 
p ro fit and not in the furtherence o f freedom . The 
Am erican governm ent must come to terms w ith  the 
fact that w hen the chips are dow n its Black 
citizens, w ho  com prize over one -fifth  o f the popu ­
la tion, w ill not a llo w  a continued subjugation o f 
Black Africa.

Lee Brown best choice
C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  M u ltn o m a h  C o u n ty  B oard  

Chairm an Don Clark, fo r appo in ting  Dr Lee Brown 
as Director o f Justice Services. Brown w ill take 
o ffice  June 1st, fo llo w in g  the res ignation o f Jake 
Tanzer, w ho is runn ing  unopposed fo r a judgeship.

Clark appoin ted  Brown as County Sheriff a year 
ago, m aking good his w ord  that Blacks w ill receive 
equal consideration fo r h igh  appoin ted  positions in 
his adm in istration.

Brown is w e ll suited to this position and has 
shown his a b ility  and judgem ent in his year as 
Sheriff. He has reorgan ized the Sheriff's Depart­
m ent and has a ttem pted to bring law  enforcem ent 
people  closer to the com m unity  through the team 
po lic ing  p lan and through com m unity  service p ro ­
jects.

Brown has the educationa l background and the 
practical experience to d irect and coord inate  the 
county 's m any corrections programs.

We congratu la te  Com m issioner C lark fo r his 
appoin tm ent and  assume that ’ the Board w ill 
concur w ith  his selection.

To the Editor:

This is in response to Hazel Hays' 
recent letter regarding the employment 
of Black women at the Bureau of laibur. 
1 wish to inform you and the community 
that the Civil Rights Division presently 
has one investigato’ . and by May 17th 
will have two investigators, who are 
Black females. The Bureau of Labor, as 
are all state agencies, is bound by the 
rules and regulations of the Personnel 
Division of the Executive Department. 
We are prohibited from hiring individ 
uals who do not first pass the initial 
screening of the Personnel Division.

As to the point Ms. Hays incorrectly 
raises in her letter about the Civil 
Rights Division administering affirma 
tive action for Black women, it should 
be noted that since the Executive De 
partment is directly under the Gover­
nor's Office, and since the Governor's 
Office is responsible for affirmative ac 
tion through Mr. Harold Williams. 1 
suggest that any concern about affirma 
tive action and the state personnel rules 
and regulations be reviewed with Mr. 
Williams.

In this connection, the Bureau of 
Labor, and particularly the Civil Rights 
Division, has one of the best records of 
any state agency in terms of affirmative 
action compliance and minority compo 
sition in our work force.

Sincerely,
Bill Stevenson
Labor Commissioner

— ------------------------- rrrrr-----------
JUDGE WILLIAM RICHARDSON TO THE co t kt oe a i’I'EAIJ»

Judge Richardson is 44 years old atifi
is not ready to retire.

Judgr Richardson has a broad range 
of legal experience in 13 years as a 
private practitioner, trial lawyer, prose 
cutor and trial judge.

Judge Richardson hus a BA degree 
from the college of Idaho and a Doctor 
of Jurisprudence from the University of 
Chicago.

Judge Richardson is a legal scholar
willing to work hard on the busy Court 
of Appeals

Paid for by the Committee to Klyct Judge Richardson. Art • evinson 
Treasurer. 700 Standard Plaza. Portland, Oregon 

Come Today 3 ?A1~?}17S

Nuclear ban
(Continued from p. 1 col. 6) 
a major role in promoting solar energy. 
The power energy could, for example, 
install solar power units in homes. The 
homeowner would then pay a small 
monthly charge, just like a utility bill, 
until the solar unit was paid off.

"On the local level, the city of Port 
land can have a significant impact on 
reducing energy waste by changing 
building, zoning and other city codes. 
Right now, the city is conducting a 
pioneering study to identify such energy 
savings. I will study the final report 
carefully, and will recommend to the 
Council rode modifications which will 
increase energy conservation. The city 
must continue to take the lead in pro 
moting mass transit. It  should also 
encourage the MSD's plan to generate 
energy from municipal wastes, a prac 
tice that is being tried successfully in 
many parts of the country.

“As I see it, passage of Measure «9 
can be the incentive to begin some of 
these vital moves. More is at stake 
here than the future of nuclear power. 
Measure »9 gives every Oregon citizen 
an opportunity to make a choice. We 
can go on as before, continue to waste 
energy, and eventually face an energy 
shortage far more serious than the last 
one. Or we can start to look at the 
future, look at our options, and make a 
decision to head off shortages by begin 
ning now to conserve energy.

“It  is human nature to do little until 
faced with a crisis. But Oregonians 
have taken the lead on crucial issues 
many times in the past. I have faith 
that they will do so again ”

famous,
top-quality

GREAT LAUNDRY PAIR!

2-Speed, 3-Cycle
Washer

An economy woshar with 
features you'd expect to 

find only in higher priced 
models. Tw o washing and 

two spin speeds Three 
cycles: NORMAL, GENTLE 

and SOAK Cool down care 
for Permanent Press 

fabrics. 3 Wash rinse 
water temp selections, 2 

lood-tize water-saving 
selections. Eosy-to-cleon

filter Heavy duty I 2 hp 
motor; super SURGILATOR 
agitator Boc Pok Loundry

Information Center
ID A  4000

Permanent Press Dryer
Cool-down core for Permanent Press Extra large 
lint screen. Large 5.9 cu. ft. drying drum Pusb-to- 
stort button, outomatic door shut off Bok-Pok 
Loundry Information Center pulls up for easy ref­
erence,
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BUY BOTH fee enly1 t • .
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. . . EASY TERMS

,p t l  th ings happen.„at
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SHOP 9 TO 9 
M O N  THRU FRI 
SAT TIL 6 (Closed Son .)

30th and S. E. DIVISION 234-9351
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$2.50 of your new subscription to 
The Portland Observer will go to the

Oregon Black History Project
Tri-C ounty a re a $7.50 other a reas $8.00
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