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Trailblazers: A time for reflection

by Ron Sykes

Seattle goes on. Blazers go home. The
playing again before a
sell-out erowd, their thirteenth in a row
and 22nd of the season, got the job done
against a courageous Blazer team. Seattle
game, but the Blazers didn't
leave empty handed. Not the first time in
the Blazers brief history will they
own the coveted Seattle Portiand trophy

This is the trophy given annually to the
in the Sonic Blazer series. The
was deadlocked, at three games
Portland

Super Sonics,

won Lhe

victor
Series
apiece, but scored 31 more
therefore, earning the hardware
for a year. This was the last regular
season game for each team, but
actuality this one was no different than
back in
fellow no

points,
in all
the first, in the game way
October John Hummer, a
longer around, started a fight with Bill
Carsing, both men to be ejected One
need not have the intellect of an Einstein
to know who prospered by that outeome
l'o put it bluntly the Blazers were rooked
around this
the job

was no Hummer
time so Richie Powers did
calling I_ilH for a seemingly bad eall that
sealed the doom for Portland

But even in defeat
Oh,

I'here

the Blazers were

they were going

greal

sure,

BILL WALTON
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nowhere, they could have very
easily suited up and just gone through
the motions. But this never happened,
the Blazers came to play - and play they
did, to the delight of some 200 faithful
fans known as the Bouncing Blazers
Boosters, who traveled to Seattle to
support their team. It was nice to see so
many Blazer rooters in the spacious
Seattle crowd. Some will say it was a
disappointing year for Portland - and I
guess it was. But sitting there Sunday
night one had to be proud of the effort put
forth by our team. They all did well, but
Bill and Lionel were superb. We saw the
Walton that we know...the baddest red
head in professional basketball (that's
right Dave Cowens) Big Bill, when
healthy is just too much. And Lionel
Hollins, it was really delightful to see
Lionel performing well and being appre
ciated by the fans

The Seattle fans really love, and cheer
their team, so when they had praise [
Lionel you know it was sincere

(One Seattle fan had this to say about
“that Hollins is going to be a
great guard in this league. | can’t believe
his over-all talent. He's tremendous.”
Seattle fans, believe it or not, seem to be
more appreciative than Portland fans.

Now that the season is over | guess
reflection time is in order. And as we've
all learned from our experiences with
Watergate, hindsight or the possession of
it is a beautiful thing to have. With
hll"ll]nlj{ ht we could solve prnhh‘l"l'ln before
they happen. What are the Trailblazers
problems? What areas do they need
improvement in? How can they alleviate
their turnover problem? Do they need
personnel changes? All these questions
seem to pop up continually when one
Let's deal first

sure

Train”,

discusses the Blazers
with improvement
My contention is - to improve the team
they must make trades. No longer can
they depend on the draft for improve
ment. The Blazers are a “now"” team
they must produce immediately. In their
years the draft was the
Hut now with the nucleas
we have and after the frustration
they've had the fans deserve a winning
Let's take the guard situation
Here we have Portland favorites,
Larry Steele and Geoff Petrie. The
Bandit is greatly respected in Blazer
town for his all-out hustle, But effective
ness is the name of the game. Larry has
made improvement in leaps and bounds,
but improvement like everything else is
we should judge our talent on
that around the

formulative
proper choice

team
Lwao

relative
the Blazers against
league

Larry is a fine fellow, but not a fine
NBA guard. His hustle is fine, but his
penetration is non-existent, he can f.mly

handle the ball with his right hand, he

1
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LENNY WILKENS

only goes to the right, so how can you
play guard under those handicaps. Per
haps this is why we're in last place,
someone 1s just not judging talent in the
proper perspective

Wilkens has ‘Steele played
solidly all the way, getting the maximum
from his ability.” One thing is for sure
Larry is a smart ball player. He does
nothing to exploit his weaknesses. Sure
he doesn't make many ball handling
errors - because he never handles it. A
guards primary function is handling the
ball, when all these duties are channeled
to your shooting guard you're in trouble

J.J. left Portland upset, will
argue that he was justified in being
perturbed at his relegation to the bench.
Few are unhappy with Lloyd's perfor
mance, while many believe there should
have been a spot for J.J.

Which takes us back to judging talent.
Why was J.J., after loosing his forward
Job, not given the opportunity to play
guard? Whoever judges talent for the
Blazers took a look at Steele, a former
forward, and decided he had the potential
to play guard. Now let's look at the now
departed J.J., 66" tall, brilliant ball
handler, excellent outside shooter, good
penetrater, adept with both hands. Can
he play guard? Apparently not, because

stated,

some

MEDC offers minority business consultation

Rice, President of Metro
politan Economic Development Corpora
tion that they
awarded a contract from the Department
of Commerce for federal funds available
under the Office of Minority Business
Enterprise to provide management ser

Harvey L

announced have been

vices, business packaging and contract
procurement assistance to minority busi
nesses in the Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Area (SMSA) of Portland and
Willamette Valley

The contract covers a period of time
beginning March 1, 1976 and ending
February 28, 1977. The number of clients
to be accommodated are computed by
quarters and geographical areas on a
cumulative basis throughout the entirety
of the contract
numbers of entreprencurs to be served
during the year will be 100, which
includes 70 from the Portland Metro
politan Area (PMA) and 30 from the
Willamette Valley Area (WVA)

The contracted total

The cumulative total of 100 clients
computed by quarters and geographical
area are as follows:

SMSA

Clark County
Multnomah County
Clackamas County
Washington County
Marion-Polk County
Linn-Benton County
L&ne County

Cumulative Totals

The Metropolitan Economic Develop
ment Corporation is a private, non-profit
consulting firm in operation since 1970. It
is supported by membership dues and
consulting fees from minority and ma
jority firms.

Rice said, "It

Is against corporate

March-May June-Aug. Sept.-Nov.
Ist Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter

2 2 3

9 () 71

2 3 5

2 3 5

0 4 4

0 1 1

0 5 5

15 25 30

policy to provide consulting to persons
when il is not in the best interests of this
corporation, for example, if there is
reason to believe that the effect of such

consulting will be to encourage or sup- |
activities '

port, directly or indirectly,
harmful to the security and image of the
Metropolitan Economic Development
Corporation

Any minority businessperson who feels
they are in need of managment consult

whoever judges talent for the Blazers
never gave him consideration. [ think

this is the main reason for our poor
showing over the years. Judgement or
tslent Wilkens is

non judgement of
convineed that his seven game winning
streak in late January and early Feb
ruary, a string which came to an end with
Bill Walton's injured right leg. “That
streak convinced me that we definately
have the personnel to compete with
anyone in the league,” he said.

Wilkens says yeah, But his record
speaks otherwise. You certainly can't
compare our guards with any other team
in our division

We had no one to rival the slick Walt's,
Phil Smith's, and other fine guards in the
Pacifie Division. Sure we have adequate
guards, but in all reality could our guard's
start on any other team? It would be
interesting to check the rosters of either
teams to se» where we stand. 1 know Bill
Russell has Freddy Brown, a very fine
shooter, on the bench in Seattle so his tra
guard situation must be great. We've 1
analyzed the guard situation, later we Il
review our forwards

Golf schedule ok

The Leisure Hour Golf Club announces
its 1976 gulf schedule: April 18th, Col
wood Golf Course, 8:30 a.m., Qualification
round Carmel; April 25th, Merriweather
8:30 a.m., qualification round Carmel

May 16th, Colwood, 11:30 a.m., First
Golf Club; May 22nd and _23rd

Acres, Vancouver, Washington
Tournameut; June 5th and 6th, Spana
LL.H. Best Ball; June 16th-21st,

olate
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way,
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avy’s Advanced Electronics..
It’s a good deal...
if you can deal with it.
s | ¢ trior "1'_ And the men wi 'I|j|"(|’!l' be
bét 1 the operat n anda
Tail,y ."'.“Trhr- Ij",' ) '|-.J_. _'f:!uf]"-
ath and e. And, of course. while
you have to maintain high Navy ¢ tandards and
yi share of the housekeeping chores
an deal with it, here's what you get in return
rd Class Petty Officer with the practical
I it career in the Navy, or as a civiliar
The opportunity is for real...
andsoarewe. NAVY
3637 N.E. SANDY BLVD
Portland, Oregon 97232
233-9997

Raneh Canada, Western State Annual
Tourney

July 4th, Salishan, four groups, open;
July 10th and 11th, West Seattle, East
Annual Tournament; July 18th,
West Delta, 9:15 a.m., Sweepstakes; July
25th 9:00 Rest Ball
picKk partner

August 1st-3rd,
Hour Annual Tournament; August 5th
and 6th, First State Annual Tournament,

side
l.ewis River

A.m

Broadmoor, Leisure
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Pegg:;/ Joseph

For all areas of
Life Insurance
Family Financial Planning
Health Insurance and
Group Insurance
282-3680

golf course to be announced; August
15th, West Delta, 8:45 a.m., Sweepstake;

August 29th, East Moreland, 7:00 a.m.,
Best ball, blind partners

September 19th, Mountain View, 9:00
a.m., 1st round Club Championship; Sep
tember 26th, Eastmoreland, 9:45 a.m.,
2nd round Club Championship; Novem
ber 21st, West Delta Park, 9:15 a.m.,
Turkey Shoot

Wewww

Sea Food Treats:  Burger Treats: Other Treats:
Shrimp-n-fries Small Burgers Tacos
Fish & Chips Large Burgers Corn Dogs
Shrimp Burger Burger Delight Hot Dogs
Filet of Fish Chili Burger Potato Pie
Clam & Fries Chili Dog Apple Pie
Clam Chowder Chili Ice Cream

Shakes

Open
10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Sun-Thurs
10:00 a.m. to 12 midnight, Fri & Sat

15 N.E. Union at Ainsworth 283-5559
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Soft Drinks

Bar-B-Q Treats:
Ribs
Chicken
Dec.-Feb. Total Hot Links
4th Quarter Burgers
3 10
9 32
4 14
4 14
4 2
1 3
5
30 100

PORTLAND
CLEANING WORKS

D)I- BM DENTIST
Jdags:

/t'e Good -~
toknow

* NONE OF MY HELPFUL

DENTAL HEALTH
POLICIES wave chancen

NORTH & N.E. PORTLAND
ONE DAY SERVIC

T

ing, business packaging or contract pro
curement assistance should call 2389101
and request a “Request for Counseling”
form to be mailed to them

DR. JEFFREY BRADY Says:
“Do Not Put Off Needed Dental Care”
Enjoy Dental Health Now and

Improve Your Appearance

Minor Repairs - No Charge
Pick -up & Delivery

282-8361
KNIT BLOCKING OUR SPECIALTY
3955 N. Williams Ave.

N. Alexander, Proprietor

Camival set

A Family Fun Carnival will be held on
Friday, April 23rd at the Polish Hall at
3832 N. Interstate from 6:30 p.m.

No Appointment Needed The family event features prizes,
® games, baked food and plant sale, ete.,

Complete Cooperation according to Maggie Ostermeier, chair

On All Dental person for the event.
Insurance Plans Admission is $1 for adults, children
o free. The event, sponsored by the
Complete Dental Services Multnomah County Democratic Caucus
Committee, is a fund raiser for the
election campaigns of Multnomah County
Commissioners Don Mosee, John Lorenz
and Max Runyon.

Appointment
e Needed

Vi Your
FOR COMPLETE DENTAL SERVICE

3 Conveniently Located Dental Oftices
PORTLAND » SALEM . UGENE

_PRICES QUOTED IN ADVANCE

Use

Come In At
Your Convenience
Open Saturday Morning
®

Com ernience
-

Your Union or VA Veteran
Dental Insurance
TOPROTECTYOUR
HEALTH & APPEARANCE

Union or Company Dental Insurance
Coverage Accepted On Your
Needed Dentistry

FOR

Insurance Forms

Available at “\_l_r.("fh'qi

Park Free - Any Park ‘'n Shop Lot

HOURS: Weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. *\" FINANCE €O

or BANKINVOLVED

-BRANDS you know

Sat.,, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. : ' *
DR JEFFR“ 'nDY VARIETIES you like + g dpger o, o
. , DENTIST 2. Paenc 227.2027 | - nEPAIRS -
SEMI-E. .U'lDING } SlZES VOU W‘ﬂﬂl' e Liwranes - :
S.W. 3rd & Morrison St. Portland, Oregon The Friendliest BN ST . PP , Dn Bm
Take Elevator to 2nd Floor 3rd St. Entranc Potatoes should be smooth Stores In Town IS R‘...,.',_“,r:d ° -
ANESTHETIST DENTIST (i

and clean when bought. Do
that
amount of
they are likely to be bitter

-
Since 1908 Available

show the
green,

not buy any
shightest

B16 5w G th Ave)

Between Alder & Warhingion .

Phone: 228-7545




