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Vote yes, library levy
O ne o f the most im portan t roads to opportun ity  fo r 

Blacks and o ther e thn ic groups in  this country has 
been the pub lic  lib ra ry . N ow  in this period  o f 
depression, w ith  local governm ents seeking ways to 
cut th e ir budgets, the lib ra ries  have been am ong the 
firs t program s to fo ld . This in sp ite  o f the fact that 
lib ra ries  are used m ore heav ily  du ring  periods o f 
depression.

M ultnom ah  County's proposed budge t cuts support 
o f the lib ra ry  nearly  ha lf. The resu lting  fund  de fic it 
w ou ld  bring about the closure o f a ll but the Central 
Library dow ntow n  and one Eastside branch. Library 
hours and services also w ou ld  be curta iled.

M any o f us are not a w a re  o f the m any services the 
lib ra ry  a ffords, especia lly  to the very young and the 
very o ld . On any ra iny a fte rnoon , one w ill f in d  the 
Central Library f i l le d  w ith  e ld e rly  people  w ho  have 
now here  else to go. The bookm ob ile  provides 
en joym ent to many e ld e rly  persons w ho  cannot go to 
a lib ra ry  and to persons w ho live  in rura l areas.

The story hours and film s  add another d im ension  
to the educationa l opportun ities  o f the young.

M any o f our best students could not have ach ieved 
an education w itho u t the use o f the free  pub lic  
lib ra ry . W ith prices and unem ploym ent rising, the 
free  use o f books becomes even m ore im portant.

E lim ination  o f the lib ra ry 's  a b ility  to acqu ire  the 
latest books and period ica ls w ou ld  dam age its 
usefulness as a research center fo r years to come.

Measure 5 on the Primary Ballot, the M ultnom ah 
County Serial Tax Levy, w ou ld  raise funds to 
m a in ta in  the lib ra ry  at its current leve l. This levy 
w ou ld  cost on ly 31 cents per $1,000 property 
eva lua tion  — or about $6.20 a year on a $20,000 
hom e. Surely w e can spare this sm all am ount -- less 
than the price o f a hard cover book — to m a in ta in  our 
lib ra ry  system.

We must not on ly  vote fo r M easure 5, but must 
lend our support and w ork  fo r its passage.

Project H ealth  good deal
Project Health o ffe rs an exce llen t opportun ity  fo r 

low -incom e fam ilie s  to ob ta in  regu la r m edica l care. 
This program  does not separate those whose m edica l 
p lans are subsidized by governm ent from  those w ho 
pay the ir own prem ium s. It is perhaps the best 
program  to come a long.

Project Health o ffe rs the opportun ity  to enro ll 
before  illness occurs, to have regu la r physical 
exam inations, and to practice p reven ta tive  m e d i­
cine. The low -incom e fa m ily  can have the 
opportun ity  to fo rm u la te  good hea lth  practices. No 
longer do they have to put o ff hea lth  care un til a 
crisis occurs and then w a it until they can establish 
e lig ib ility  fo r charity.

This program  offers the o pportun ity  to use Kaiser, 
Cascade, the M ed ica l School or any doctor that 
belongs to the Oregon Physicians Service. Another 
feature  is that w hen a fa m ily 's  incom e increases and 
they are no longer e lig ib le  fo r Project Health, they 
can convert to p riva te  or g roup insurance w ith  the 
same carrier.

The pro ject is cu rren tly  seeking fam ilie s  and 
ind iv idua ls. Anyone w ho th inks they m ight q ua lify , 
should im m ed ia te ly  app ly. The app lica tion  m ethod 
is s im ple  and w itho u t em barassing verifications.

No one should jeopard ize  the ir hea lth  or that o f 
the ir fa m ily  because they do not w an t to accept 
governm ent help. Health care must becom e a righ t 
in this nation, and this is a step tow ard  that end.

ALFRED L. HENDERSON  
Editor/Publi slier
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Commission on aging
W e see the world 

through Black eyes
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PORTLAND

LETTERS
Shows true colors

ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW  
Jim m y C arter’s Candidacy
token from  the A tlan ta  Inqu ire r

This is not an endorsem ent o f the p res identia l 
cand idacy o f fo rm er G eorg ia  governor J im m y 
Carter. Inqu ire r p o litica l endorsem ents are con­
s idered and m ade by the Board o f Directors.

But, w e  have been a litt le  d isturbed that some 
peop le  a round the country are  a litt le  fr igh tened  by 
the possib ility  that J im m y Carter may becom e the 
Dem ocratic cand idate  and president o f the U nited 
States. We w an t to say to peop le  outside the South, 
especia lly  Blacks outside G eorg ia  that there should 
be no fear o f J im m y Carter as president.

As Carter continues to ro ll up p rim ary victory a fte r 
p rim ary  victories, the opportunists supporting other 
cand idates or no candidates at this po in t are 
d redg ing  up fa lse  or im p lie d  fa lsehoods o f Carter's 
record that o ften  go w itho u t s tiff challenges Senator 
Henry Jackson, h im se lf a candidate, d id  it on 
na tiona l te lev is ion  du ring  the Florida p rim ary and 
G eorge W allace, a lso a cand idate , has gotten in his 
licks.

The truth is that J im m y Carter was a good G eorg ia  
governor. He and Lester M addox w ere  b itte r 
p o litica l enem ies, not p o litica l bed partners and 
candidates can check the record on that and other 
th ings instead o f shooting from  the h ip  as Jackson 
d id  in Florida.

Carter d idn  t have the Black support fo r governor 
that he now  has fo r p resident and he h im se lf said 
w h ile  runn ing  fo r gove rnor that Blacks "w o n 't  like  
my cam paign, but I'm  go ing  to be a good governor 
fo r y o u ."  In his inaugura l address, he b lasted racism 
and, du ring  his tenure, he opened doors that had 
been closed to Black peop le  and w om en. He 
surprised p leasantly  a h e lluva  lo t o f people.

A  Black w om an (Rita Jackson) and a Black man 
(David Scott) had key jobs on his staff. Black 
newsm en w ere  inv ited  to cover his C ap ito l press 
conferences and to be in on rap sessions at the 
G overnor's  M ansion. Blacks w ere  appo in ted  by 
Carter to num erous state boards. Portraits, three o f 
them , w ere  the firs t ever to be hung in places o f 
honor at the State C ap ita l. A Black person 
(Republican Ben Brown) is a deputy coord inator o f 
the Carter fo r President cam paign.

M any Blacks know  Carter's record and re lish in his 
enthusiasm  and seem ing honesty, and m any people 
seem to desire som ebody in W ashington w ho w ill 
not present us ever aga in  the specter o f Spiro T. 
A g ne w  and Richard N ixon, both o f whom  have gone 
scot-free fo r w ha t they d id  in con tribu ting  to a 
p rem on ition  in this country that it is okay to 'lie , cheat 
and steal. W ho knows how  m any people  have been 
a ffec ted  by the N ixon -A gnew  "a ch ie vem en ts "?  We 
persona lly  know  some Am ericans w ho have "c o p ­
ped o u t-on  the w o r ld ."

Carter said in A tlan ta  last w eek before  a m ixed 
aud ience  o f m ore than 1,000, that Blacks " fo u g h t fo r 
and he lped  libe ra te  Black peop le  in this nation and, 
in the process, a lso libe ra ted  w h ite s ."

There is strong Black support fo r Carter and one 
reason is that Blacks know  d iscrim ina tion  as nobody 
else can and Carter is ge tting  some o f that 
d iscrim ina tion  s im p ly  because he is a Southerner 
whose m ere a ttribu te  in be ing  Southern is scaring 
the h e ll out o f some people. We can understand that 
fear.

A m erica, this southern cand idate  is fo r rea l. His 
cand idacy has put some oom ph in Election '76 and 
he should  not be "tu rn e d  o f f "  because he is a native 
o f South G eorg ia  and a Southerner. Check h im  out 
first.

Then, you m igh t say as w e heard others say in 
North C aro lina  over the w eekend, "H e 's  our m a n " in 
p rim ary  voting.
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The C ity  end County now have th e ir  Proposed Budgets on paper.
In a year when m illion s  o f d o lla rs  are being cut fro«  social 
• t r v lc t  budgets, the Aging D iv is ion  Is  qu ite  pleased th a t the
101 Increase we requested 1s 1n each o f them. He should be pleased 
I f  we had Just maintained our le s t y ea r's  le v e l. At th is  po in t, 
however, the D ivision fee ls  I t  has done a l l  I t  can. The rest
Is  now up to you. Just because aging Is  In p r in t fo r a 10»
Increase does not no ces ia rlly  mean th a t that w i ll be the fin a l 
decision .

The next step In the budget process Is  the Hearings. There 
must be support fo r the printed word, end that support mutt come 
from you and your constituencies.

The f ig h t  Is  to keep the 10». In the C ity  I t  needs to be fought
In  the regular budoet Hearing A p ril 12, 2:00 p.m. There are  
two b a tt le  f ie ld s  In the County -  the budget Hearings (beginning 
A pril 12) and the Tex Increase Hearings (attached).

I have done what I can, and I am vary proud o f that 1n th is  
budget crush 'year. The rest Is  up to you. Oon't f e l l  the e l ­
d e r ly . They deserve a 100» Increase, but le t 's  Insure they 
get the 10»?

BH.sr

Dear Editor:

That so-called great liberal. Don Clark, 
is doing it to us again. He deplores the 
fact that his budget calls for laying of 310 
County employees next year, mainly 
those in Human Services.

On the other hand, he is Chairman of 
the Oregon “Scoop'' Jackson for Presi 
dent Committee. This Chairmanship of 
Jackson's Oregon Campaign tells us more 
about Don Clark as a politician than 
anything he may want us to believe.

Jackson is a warmonger, a racist, and 
the darling of the reactionary Military 
Industrial Complex.

A smart politician like Don Clark must 
know that. If  not, then his Assistant, Ken 
Jarvis, should tell him. Ken is supposed 
to be a liberal too.

Herb Simpson

No Black women?
Dear Editor:

It  is my understanding that presently 
there are no Black women in the Civil 
Rights Division of the Bureau of Iaibor. 
How can we expect the Civil Rights 
Division to administer affirmative action 
for Black women when the Division itself 
has discriminated so blatantly against 
them?

Commissioner Stevenson can redeem 
himself slightly by hiring a woman as 
administrator of the Civil Rights Divi

Hazel G. Hays
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