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Eddie Robinson: Filet Mignon

If Eddie Robinson were a raw piece of
meai, they would process him, package
him, and sell him off as “Filet Mignon.”

If Eddie Robinson were electricity, he
would generate enough power to light up
the island of Manhattan. And sure
enough, if Eddie Robinson were of
another color, neither he, you or [ would
be sitting around waiting for his team to
be selected for a bowl

Throughout the world, color plays a
dominant role in the lives of mankind. For
instance, universally, we know that a red
traffic light means stop, and a green light
means proceed. This holds true in
Moscow, Senegal and Grambling, La

Eddie Robinson is not oblivious te
color. It has been a factor in his life and
his thirty-four years as the head football
coach at Grambling State University
From a humble beginning in 1941
Robinson has never forgotten or desired
to forget his color..You can color him
BLACK!

To many people around the world, the
color of one’s skin is the most important
part of one's makeup. To millions, it is the
only way to identify and relate to others
So many people are convinced that white
is superior to Black, period

In the movies, western style, the good
guy is always in white, which symbolical
¥ has always stood for purity and
goodness ['he bad Zuy IS always dressed
in black. which down through the vears
has meant sorrow, death and anything
bad

Eddie Robinson, a proud Black man, is
neither drowning in sorrow, or on his
death bed. And the baddest thing he does
is prepare young and un-wordly country
boys for the game of life and professional
football

“l know that every youngster who
leaves Grambling is not going to make it
as a pro,” he says, "so [ am always happy
when one of our former athletes does
well, or makes it in another field. We

prepare them to become useful citizens

Although some of the greatest ad
vances in the |‘!‘|dl|ll!’\.‘lhl|l between Hlack
and white in this country have been
recorded and documented in the world of
sports, the color of one's skin is still a
determining factor in many situations
that require major decisions in big
business

For example, if Eddie Robinson had
been white, he would have been at or
near the top of the list as a replacement
when Frank Leahy resigned as head
coach at Notre Dame. Over the past
thirty four vears, Robinson has accumu
ated a record topped only by the
egendary Paul "Bear”™ Bryant

Robinson's lifetime record is 245 wins
ighty two losses and eleven ties

So there it is. Brvant, a big and
powerful Alabama, the career leader
among all active coaches...Robinson, from
little Grambling State, right behind him
It 1s true that they play in different
ecagues. However, the Alabamas of this

country have never indicated a desire to

bump helmets with the likes of Gram
bling

An Alabama Grambling contest would
fill three stadiums. Last year, Grambling

playing from New York to Califorma

had a paid attendance ol 6, =95
Year-in-and-vear out they are among the
top teams in the country esthetically and
linancia

It is a tribute to Eddie Robinson, that
despite the fact that many of the top
teams will not book his Tigers, he

nevertheless sends as many graduates to

the pro ranks as any school In the
country

How does he do it? Simple. Hard work
ledication, and desire Football at

Grambling has gained wide respect in
recent vears, and the outlook aAppears
even brighter for Robinson and his
G- Men. Grambling played the University
of Hawaii and Oregon State this season
defeating both of the major schools
T'here through it all, Robinson keeps or
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turning out some of the best players in
college football. Robinson is vice presi
dent of the American Football Coaches
Association. In June he will aseend to the
presidency. It will mark another “first in
sports for this prestigious organization

Because of Eddie Robinson and Gram
bling State University, Black college
football has gradually gained respectabil
ity among the general F-uhh' and footbhall
followers coast to-coast

I'he people at Grambling have done a
serviee for the football programs at all

Black schools. Surprisingly, most Black

schools don't understand or appreciate
their efforts. When Grambling books
Yankee Stadium, the Astrodome or the
Coliseum, they make money.. Their op
ponents make money

last season, the magic of Grambling
attracted 76,753 people into Sugar Howl
Stadium for a game with Southern
University Everybody made money
Some were still erving I'hevy eca it
E-N-\

Robinson, who doubles as athletic

director at Grambling, refuses to be
drawn into any debates over what the
school is doing. “"When | took over as
football coach in 1941 he recalls, “things
were real bad. Nobody knew about the
school. Nobody would help us. We had to
do it ourselves. We didn’t have much to
look ahead to, but even less to look back
on

We are not going to stop what we are
doing. It is good for, Grambling and it s
good for Black college {ootball

Collie J. Nicholson, the astute public
relations  director echoes  Robinson's
comments. “We have worked awful hard
for vears to bring respectability to
athletics at the Black college level. Those
people who are attacking us have been
standing still for just as many years,” he
|||:||"llll|"t

In 1968, the Football Writers ol
Americe cited Eddie Robinson as “The
man who made the biggest contribution
to college football during the last 25
Years

Who says differently?
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