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WE SEE THE WORLD 
THROUGH BLACK EYES

EDITORIAL FOCUS
This election urgent

The O regon Primary Election, to be held on 
M ay 28th, is an im portant e lection  fo r the people  
o f O regon. Some m ight say “ It is on ly a Primary , 
but in some races the person w ho w ins his party s 
nom ina tion  in the Primary is assured of e lection to 
o ffice  in N ovem ber.

It is a serious e lection  fo r Oregonians fo r w e w ill 
choose a G overnor, a U.S. Senator, four U.S. Con
gressmen, a State Labor Commissioner, a State 
Superin tendent o f Public Instruction, and a 
C hairm an o f the M ultnom ah County Board o f 
Com m issioners, as w e ll as legislators, city and 
county com m issioners and other local o ffic ia ls , 
school board  m em bers, etc. It is an e lection  we 
cannot a ffo rd  to sit out.

W ith  the possib ility  o f a Presidential im peach 
m ent on the horizon, we are cautioned to look 
fo r cand idates w ith  integrity w ho openly and 
honestly w ill represent those w ho elect them.

The voters are being bom barded w ith  cliches 
from  the candidates — one of w hich is to th row  
out the 'p o litic ian s ' and elect the 'com m on m an . 
But le t's  not fo rget that the average Oregon 
“ p o lit ic ia n "  is the “ common m an ". He is the man 
next door w ho fo r any o f a num ber o f reasons 
chooses to serve his com m unity as an e lected 
o ffic ia l. He should not be put aside just because 
he has g iven previous service in pub lic o ffice . He 
should be judged on his record o f service and only 
if that record is lacking or if another cand idate  
seems to have more to o ffe r, should he be 
rejected.

The Observer w ill endorse those candidates w e 
b e lieve  have the personal in teg rity  and the 
experience to enab le  them to best serve a ll the 
people  o f O regon. We w ill  endorse those 
candidates w ho  have dem onstrated the ir com m it
m ent and th e ir in teg rity , not on ly  in the fie ld  o f 
a ffirm a tive  action and m inority  rights, but in those 

program s -- education, em ploym ent, housing, 
tax re fo rm , etc. -  that e ffect the everyday 
lives o f people.

Charles Jordan, " th e  new face that completes 
the C ity C ou nc il," was appoin ted  to his Council seat 
m la te  A p ril. Jordan adm in isters the Fire Bureau 
and the Human Resources Bureau, w hich includes 
most o f the city 's social service programs. Ex
perience Jordan brinas to the Council includes his 
service as Assistant C ity M anager o f Palm Springs, 
C a lifo rn ia ; as Executive D irector o f Portland s 
M odel Cities Agency; as Acting Director o f the 
Hum an Resources Bureau; and  as D irector of 
career education fo r the N orthwest Training Lab. 
Because o f his broad experience in adm in istra tion  
and in the social services, Jordan brings a new
perspective to the C ity Council w hich is o rd in a rily  
m ade up o f a ttorneys and business people. As the 
C ity Council's first Black m em ber, Jordan brings a r 
insight into the problem s o f m inorities and the 
poor and provides a link be tw een  City Hall and 
m any people w ho have never before  been 
adequate ly  represented in city governm ent.

Educated, experienced, ded ica ted  and honest, 
Jordan is by fa r the most q u a lifie d  cand idate  fo r 
Council position #4.

One o f the most im portant positions to be fil le d  
is that o f Congressman fo r the Third District, the 
seat which w ill be vacated by Edith G reen. Mrs. 
Green has shown us w ha t it means to have a 
representative w ho opposes a ll o f the program s 
that w ou ld  a id  the people  she is chosen to 
represent. W ith a g reat Dem ocratic m a jo rity  in the 
district, the person w ho  receives the Democratic 
nom ination  w ill undoubted ly  go to W ashington.

There are several q u a lifie d  cand idates w ho  could 
serve w e ll, but from  am ong them  we chose State 
Senator Vern Cook. Cook, w ho describes h im self 
as a "C iv il L ibe rta rian", has served in the Oregon 
House o f Representatives and the Senate fo r 20 
years, and has a so lid  record o f support o f in 
d iv idua l rights.

He is concerned about d iscrim ina tion  and o p 
pression — not o n ly  against m inorities  but 
against the poor — and his record shows this 
concern. We be lieve  Cook to be in te llig en t, 
honest, and open-m inded  — a man w ho does not 
cla im  to have a ll o f the answers to the problem s of 
the B lack 'com m un ity , but a man w ho w ill a ttem pt 
to fin d  equ itab le  solutions.

John Toran seeks State Senate Position #9. 
Toran has had experience w ith  the results o f 
leg is la tion  through his practice o f law , and has 
experienced the fo rm u la tion  o f leg is la tion  through 
his position as Legal Counsel fo r the Senate 
Environm ent and Land Use C om m ittee, w ith  the 
1973 Legislative Session. Toran should rece ive  the 
Democratic nom ina tion .

Bill McCoy is seeking re -e lection  to his House 
seat. McCoy, w ho  was first e lected  in 1972, served 
on the House Ways and Means Com m ittee, an

unusual appo in tm en t fo r a freshm an leg is la tor. 
McCoy also cha ired  the sub-com m ittee on ag ing  
and is a m em ber o f the Emergency Board. McCoy, 
w ho  has a background in social w ork and pub lic  
adm in is tra tion , has w orked  w ith  the aged, youth, 
the handicapped, d e lin q u e n t and dependent 
ch ild ren , and w e lfa re  recipients. His experience 
w ith  and know ledge  o f state agencies is an asset 
to his d istrict and to the leg is la ture . The Observer 
endorses Bill McCoy, our first Black leg is la to r, fo r 
re -e lection .

W a lly  Priestley represents the 16th House district. 
Priestley, ca lled  " ra d ic a l"  by friends and d e 
tractors, has long  been active  in c iv il rights 
m ovem ents. He was am ong the first to pa rtic ipa te  
in a n ti-w a r dem onstrations. He w en t to C a lifo rn ia  
to assist Cesar Chavez and the fa rm w orkers  long 
be fo re  they becam e a popu la r cause He p icketed 
pro testing p o llu tio n  before  the average  citizen 
becam e concerned. He has been beaten, arrested, 
ja iled  fo r advocating  the rights o f the in d iv id u a l — 
and fo r this he has received the scorn o f the 
“ es tab lishm en t". O regon needs a " ra d ic a l"  vo ice 
in Salem.

You can if you try
The Observer com m ends Dexter Henderson fo r 

his adm in is tra tion  o f the A lb ina  W e lfa re  o ffice . 
Henderson, a w h ite  Southerner and re tired  m ilita ry  
o ffice r, came in to  his job  under controversia l 
cond itions, but im m e d ia te ly  set about to prove that 
his concern was fo r the people  o f A lb ina .

W ith in  tw o  months, Henderson increased the 
num ber o f m in o rity  sta ff m em bers from  17 to 25 
and appo in ted  the o ffice 's  first Black supervisor

Henderson proved that w hites w ho  are fo rtunate  
enough to be p laced in positions o f au thority  can 
exert th e ir in fluence  to a id  the com m unity. O ther 
adm in istrators m igh t w e ll take a fe w  m om ents to 
ask Henderson how  he found  ' q u a lifie d  Blacks 
w hen they cannot, or how  he was ab le  to w ork 
w ith  the com m un ity  residents rather than against 
them .

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Division brings power?
Dear Editor:

I would like to respond to 
the editorial in the Portland 
Observer, May 2. 1974. titled 
“Choosing Wisely”. In this 
editorial Mr. Henderson at 
tempts to give a brief 
(opinionated) examination of 
the major candidates for 
Oregon’s governorship.

There were several state
ments which left themselves 
open to comments and 
clarification, but 1 would like 
to respond only to the last 
section on the gerryman 
dering procedures of Secre 
tarv of State Clay Myers in 
regard to the division of the 
Black community into 4 elec 
tion districts for the state 
legislature the House
and the Senate. Mr. Hen 
derson stated that Mr. 
Myers did this division within 
the Black community be 
cause, "he (Mr Myers) would 
receive less flack and less 
political threat than from any 
other group of citizens".

1 don’t pretend to know 
what Mr. Myers' motives 
were -- to me, that’s not 
the issue the issue is
how we as Black people. 
Black voters, perceive and 
use these results to our best 
advantage. It just might be 
that Mr. Myers did us. the 
Black community, a favor.

A recent Oregon law 
states that a candidate for a 
legislative office must run 
from the district in which he 
resides.

Therefore, if the Black 
community is made up of one 
district, that would probably 
assure us of our one "Black 
in the House, representing

our one "Black" district -  
with many qualified Blacks 
running against each other 
for these two positions. That 
would put one of “us" on the 
13-15 standing committees of 
the Senate and one of “us" 
on the 13 15 standing com 
mittees of the House. 1 don't 
know how you feel, but I 
don't call that "power".

Now, by dividing the com 
munity 4 ways, there are 
some of "us" in 4 different 
districts for the House and 
the Senate. This means that 
the white man running for 
office has to speak to that 
percentage of “us" in that 
particular district. But more 
important, under the new 
law, it means that it gives 
Blacks an opportunity to 
organize, support and stand 
behind Black candidates in I 
different districts in both the 
House and the Senate.

In recent years we have 
been striving for more Black 
unity, for a more united 
effort on all causes within 
the Black community. And 
that's beautiful, as long as 
we put it in its right per 
spective. As Black people 
we have to think beyond the 
the circle of Black unity. 
Because, like it or not. we 
are a minority in numbers, 
not only in Portland. Mult 
nomah County and Oregon, 
but throughout the country. 
We alone have yet to put in 
any candidate, even though 
our united percentage of 
votes, large or small, has 
often been the deciding 
factor in many elections 
across this nation. Almost 
any Black elected official will 
tell you it look more than

just the Black vote to pul 
him into office.

With a little political 
strategy and expertise and a 
whole lot of unity, the new 
district division provides us 
with the possibility of having 
8 Blacks in the state legis
lature 4 in the House 
and 4 in the Senate; 4 of “us" 
to serve on the 13-15 
standing committees of thv

House. 4 of "us" to serve on 
the 1315 standing com 
mittees of the Senate. Now, 
somehow that percentage 
looks much belter to me.

As 1 see it Secretary of 
Slate Clay Myers has in 
(•reused the possibilities of 
the Black community from 
having its "one" district with 
its "one" representative to 
having up to 8 representa 
lives in our state legisla 
lure and to me. thut's

both progress and |iowcrl

Sincerely,
Eugene Jackson

lEdltor's note: If Mr.
Jackson's logic were followed 
to its natural conclusion, 
“we" would have Black 
Hepresentatives and Sena 
tors serving in all of the 
districts of Portland and in 
some other ureas of the 
state including Moliula.l

Straight answers to 
the most often asked

questions about 
your electrical service:

Discrim ination charged

Divide and conquer
The Black com m unity  o f Portland is a fflic te d  w ith  

d iv is ions and anim osities that have deve loped  over 
the years due in part to various events and 
pressures e ffected  by the w h ite  m a jority . M any 
w h ite  persons in positions o f au thority  w ho  fin d  
them selves in the position o f w o rk ing  w ith  the 
Black com m unity  soon recognize those d ivisions 
and fin d  a w ay to cap ita lize  on them . The o ld  
practice o f "d iv id e  and conque r" has w orked  w e ll 
th rough the years.

A lthough  m otives are d iff ic u lt to assess, an 
occurance o f yesterday had a ll the symptoms o f 
another attem pt by a county adm in istra to r to turn 
ind iv id ua l against ind iv idua l and o rgan iza tion  
aga inst o rgan ization.

But this a ttem pt ( if  it was an a ttem pt) fa ile d  
m iserab ly as the "o u ts "  found  the " in s "  o f the 
m om ent and m ade them  aw are  o f the gam e be ing  
p layed. The result was a m om ent o f un ity . We 
hope this un ity  is a symptom o f a new  era — a 
tim e  w hen Black people  w ill w ork together putting  
rea l and im ag ined  d ifferences aside — fo r the 
be tterm ent o f the com m unity.

A new scapegoat
The Eastport Nursing Home, w h ich  w as charged 

w ith  pa tien t neglect, genera lly  unsanitary co n d i
tions and filth , by the State Health D ivision and the 
County D ivision o f M edica l Services, has come up 
w ith  a new excuse. The ow ner, A lex Fehrer, states 
tha t his nursing hom e is inadequate because he 
had to h ire m ino rity  persons as jan itors and they 
th reatened  to "cause tro u b le " if they w ere  d is 
missed. He po in ted  out that Title VI o f the C iv il 
Rights Act requires that agencies rece iv ing  federa l 

funds em p loy  m inorities
Title VI does require  the em p loym en t of 

m inorities  -  but it does not requ ire  the re ten tion  
o f incom peten t em ployees It does not say 
m in o rity  peop le  cannot be fired .

The C iv il Rights Act was not m eant to include 
m inorities  on ly  in jan ito ria l positions -- but in a ll 
leve ls o f em p loym ent -  but if Fehrer wants to 
use m ino rity  jan itors there are m ino rity -ow ned  
jan ito ria l services as w e ll as com petent ind iv idua ls  

a va ilab le .
We assume the H ealth  d iv isions w ill not a llo w  

the C iv il Rights B ill or the a ffirm a tive  action 
requirem ents to be used as the scapegoats fo r a 
neg ligen t nursing hom e operator.

Dear Editor:

Recently when I men 
tinned that the Oregon I^ibor 
Press was not being objec
tive in its reporting of 
candidates and has ignored 
my candidacy and the can 
didacy of another fine candi 
date, "Chuck" Thompson, in 
favor of their handpicked 
choice the editor attacked 
and chastised me and called 
me ignorant. ' I've been a 
union member of different 
unions about twenty years.

The I^bor Press says I’m 
“ignorant” and “won't waste 
any ink exposing me to its 
members," hut I would like 
for your readers to decide 
just who is ignorant. Am I 
ignorant because I advocate 
laws that protect the pen 
sions of working people 
without any fancy strings 
attached? Am I ignorant 
because I believe that Ore
gon needs laws that will give 
union members a state bill of 
rights, so that they may 
have redress under state law 
when they are being treated 
unfairly by their unions? 
(I'm not implying that all 
unions mistreat their mem 
bers and ignore their wishes 
but some do, and these are 
the ones that need reminding 
as to who is supposed to 
serve whom.) Am I ignorant 
because I believe that all

MEMBER

unions must be financially 
responsible to their mem 
bers? Am I ignorant because 
I believe that local unions 
must be strengthened, not 
merged with other locals to 
form giant labor conglomer 
ates that all too often loose 
touch with the needs and 
wishes of their members? 
Am I ignorant because I 
believe that the members are 
the union, and that all too 
often no one bothers to ask 
or seems to care how the 
rank and file feel about 
issues? But maybe the real 
reason the I^tbor Press says 
I'm ignorant is because I say 
what I believe and not what 
they, “the union bosses", 
want to hear.

Thank you,
W.J. (Bill) Dwyer
Democratic candidate for 
Labor Commissioner

Is PGE researching to 
develop new power 
sources such as geo
thermal, solar power, 
even the wind itself?

We certainly are.
Our research budget for 1974 is 
nearly $900,000. Recently we con
tributed $30,000 to the state of 
Oregon to aid in the exploration of 
geothermal sources. And the elec
trical industry as a whole has set 
aside some $100.2 million this year 
for research. This amount will 
undoubtedly increase each year. 
Govern(nent and the electrical 
manufacturing industry, too, have 
recently increased the size of their 
research budgets in the quest for 
new energy sources. Increased 
research is underway.

Send for PGE's Straight Answer bookie,
■f) Conservation Center of

Portland General Electric Co.
P O. Box 1788 

Portland. Oregon 97207

P R IN T IN G  PROBLEMS? 
C a ll us today!
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