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Priorities for Blacks
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WE SEE THE WORLD 

THROUGH BLACK EYES

EDITORIAL FOCUS
»b»Not sorry now Brotherhood Week

Representatives Edith Green and W endell W vatt 
have ind icated that they w ill no longer serve in the 
House o f Representatives w hen the ir current terms 
end.

W ende ll W yatt has earned the respect o f the 
nation. He has served his state and his district 
w e ll. A lthough o ften  we do not agree w ith  him, 
his decisions are based on his conservative 
p o litica l ph ilosophy and we fee l he is a man o f 
in tegrity . W yatt's constituents w ill fee l the loss 
w hen this man leaves Congress.

We cannot say that we are sorry to see Edith 
Green go. Black people across the nation are 
re jo ic ing  as they see this p ow erfu l opponent of 
equal rights leave Congress. Mrs. Green, w ho  has 
been labe led  a libe ra l, has consistently jo ined  w ith  
Southern Congressmen and o ther conservatives to 
fig h t program s that w ou ld  assist Blacks and the 
poor. She has fough t the busing o f school ch ild ren 
to p rom ote desegregation w ith  a venom that is 
unusual fo r one w ho represents a state w ith  so few  
Blacks. She has been one o f the strongest op­
ponents o f the War on Poverty program s and has 
even opposed such program s as the extension of 
benefits  to the unem ployed.

Mrs. Green was fo r a tim e  in the early  60 s 
ca lled  a " f r ie n d  to B lacks" -  but this so-called 
fr iendsh ip  ended w hen she sold out the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party, and w hen she became 
a leader in the m ove to oust Adam  C layton Powell 
from  his seat in the House and his chairm anship  of 
the House Education Com m ittee, o f w hich Mrs. 
Green then becam e chairm an.

Mrs. Green w ill long be rem em bered as one 
w ho was active in the p rom otion  o f federa l a id  to 
education and other educationa l programs. H ow ­
ever, her reputa tion  in the f ie ld  o f education is 
tarn ished by her opposition  to equal educationa l 
opportun ities fo r Black ch ild ren.

No, w e cannot say we are sorry to see Mrs. 
Green go. We can on ly w ork to insure that her 
rep lacem ent w ill have a sensitiv ity to the needs of 
m inorities  and the poor o f the District.

Let's hope Mrs. Green enjoys a qu ie t re tirem ent 
and refra ins from  runn ing  fo r a local o ffice .

This is B rotherhood W eek, a w eek set aside to 
rem ind  us that a ll men are brothers. During 
Brotherhood W eek Christians inv ite  Jews to their 
luncheons, Black m inisters are asked to speak in 
w h ite  churches, and school ch ild ren  see movies 
about m inorities. Everyone pauses to extend a 
hand o f fr iendsh ip  — or to lerance -- fo r one 
w eek in the year.

Then w hen Brotherhood W eek ends, everyth ing  
goes back to norm al. The o ld  hatreds surface, the 
b igotry continues, the w h ite  neighbors resume their 
struggle to keep Blacks out o f the ir schools, the 
personnel d irectors re iect m inority  applicants, the 
prices go up and the qua lity  dow n in poor n e igh ­
borhoods, the workers scorn the w e lfa re  mothers, 
the growers misuse Chicano farm w orkers, the 
po litic ians dep lo re  "g iv e a w a y "  programs.

W o u ld n 't it be app ropria te  if some year, during 
Brotherhood W eek, a real change was made 
if the President w ou ld  propose hum anistic leg is la ­
tion to p rovide  for the basic physical and m edical 
needs o f a ll o f the peop le ; if Congress and the 
State Legislatures w ou ld  app ropria te  adequate  
funds fo r w e lfa re  and education and |ob tra in ing ; 
if corporations w ou ld  consider the customers 
dependent on them  rather than |ust the ir profits It 
w ou ld  be a real Brotherhood W eek if actions w ere 
taken to end racism and oppression in the United 
States.

But none o f these th ings w ere  done during  this 
Brotherhood Week. We have a presidentia l a d ­
m in is tra tion  steeped in corruption, shortages that 
d isportiona te ly  e ffect the poor, and an econom ic 
system designed to oppress.

So w e d on 't have much fa ith  in Brotherhood 
W eek, and can 't be lieve  that most o f the gestures 
m ade during  this w eek are sincere
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Campaigns begin
As February draws to a close and the prim ary 

races beg in  to take shape, w e caution Blacks who 
are considering runn ing  fo r pub lic  o ffice  to an­
nounce the ir intentions early.

So fa r on ly G ladys McCoy, current school board 
m em ber, and A ttorney John Toran, cand idate  for 
the state senate, have announced; and w e assume 
Bill McCoy w ill seek re-e lection to the State Legis­
lature. Others are ta lk ing  about the city and 
county commission and leg is la tive  seats, but none 
have m ade the ir in tentions public.

A successful e lection cam paign involves m ore 
than a good cand idate. It requires m oney, vo lu n ­
teer help, and endorsem ent o f w e ll-know n  and 
respected citizens and groups. Those w ho w a it too 
long w ill find  the ir po ten tia l supporters have 
a lready endorsed and p leged th e ir assistance to 
other candidates. M any persons w ho w ou ld  o the r­
w ise support a Black cand idate  w ill be ob liga ted  to 
honor com m itm ents m ade be fore  the Black's 
interest was know n. W ith num bers o f candidates 
running fo r a va rie ty o f im portant o ffices, the 
money w ill a lready have been p ledged e lsewhere.

It also fakes tim e  fo r a cand idate  to reach a ll of 
the people  of the d istrict — to make his p la tfo rm  
known to the average voter. A long and active 
cam paign is especia lly  im portant to those w ho do 
not a lready have nam e fa m ilia r ity  th roughout the 
district.

Another danger o f the last m inute  cam paign is 
that we often have several good Black cand i­
dates — as w e ll as several w hites — running 
fo r the same positions. Since prospective cand i­
dates must consider the ir opposition , an early 
announcem ent and some show o f support w ill 
o ften keep the opposition  to a m in im um . It is 
im portant that the best Black candidates not 
e lim ina te  each other, and that we make an e ffo rt 
in a ll areas
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by Bayard Rustin

What are the most serious 
problems Black people face? 
If asked this question a few 
years ago, many whites 
would d o u b tle ss ly  have 
answered that the problems 
confronting the Negroes were 
measurably different front 
the problems confronting the 
rest of society.

Whereas poor people and 
the working class have tradi­
tionally suffered from uneni 
ployment, bad housing, lack 
of access to education, run 
down, crime infested neigh 
borhoods and other inequities 
built into the economic order, 
Blacks, it was felt, suffered 
above all else from the racist 
attitudes of individual whites.

The belief that personal 
attitudes were more impor 
tant than economic injustice 
was reflected in the reaction 
to the Kerner Commission 
Report. Despite its explicit 
condemnation of the racist 
behavior of institutions 
as opposed to the racist 
sentiments of individuals 
the report was widely in 
terpreted as a call for whites 
to look inward. Unhappily, 
the Commission findings were 
made public at precisely the 
moment when America could 
least afford to indulge in self 
analysis. Ghettoes were 
burning, and the country was 
traumatized by racial dis 
order. Black people were 
intensely disillusioned not 
so much because of the per 
sistence of individual pre 
judice but because gov 
ernment was failing to follow 
through on its promises to 
remake our economic and 
social structure

Now the New York Times 
has published a study which, 
while not exploring racial 
problems as comprehensively 
as the Kerner Commission, 
presents a more accurate re­
flection of what Black people 
want. Its significance lies in 
its findings that the prob 
lems of Blacks and the prob 
lems of white"«, are basically 
the same ana iporeover, that 
these problems have almost 
nothing to do with attitudes 
or prejudices.

Both Blacks and whites, 
for instance, were more con 
cerned about crime than any 
other social ill; Blacks, if 
anything. w<,rc more em 
phatic in their̂  feelings about 
law and order. Both agreed 
that the othyj most impor 
tant problems, were housing, 
drug addiction and trans­
portation.

They were jn agreement 
that the rich, the corpora 
tions, landlords and organized 
crime received preferential 
treatment from government. 
And while about one of 
every five Blacks acknow 
ledged to having been vic­
timized by discrimination, 
almost none listed racial bias 
as the most important prob­
lem they faced.

In only one respect did the 
survey find strong racial dif 
ferences. This was govern 
ment programs such as 
busing or the placement of 
low income housing in middle
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I feel that on the concept 
of sterilization for the men 
tally retarded and poor in 
that order, as stated by the 
people who support it, is an 
insult and a slap in the fare 
of the people of this country. 
For so long now, the words 
that echoed in the ear of the 
poor have been words that 
support the upper classes 
like Phases I, II. III, and IV': 
soaring food prices; energy 
crisis; crime in a high office 
that would have sent a com 
moner to prison. Things that 
really show and force the 
privileged few out of hiding 
and separate them for the 
whole world to see. With 
most people concentrating on 
how to succeed in something 
falling faster than they are, 
they fail to see exactly what 
is meant by sterilization.

First off, the mentally re 
tarded is not the question but 
only used in this text as some 
thing to take the pressure 
off the other "the poor". 
We should be for the sterili 
zation of the mentally re

tarded if the criteria for 
judging mentally retarded 
were fair and just and not 
based upon one's ability to 
succeed in a chaotic society, 
or one's agressiveness, or 
one's com petitiveness, or 
one's perspective employ 
ment; but based on one's 
ability to show traits such as 
compassion and love and an 
ability to survive, under 
stand and learn. This society 
can't stand anything or any 
body flowing in the opposite 
direction. The mentally re 
tarded flow in a different 
direction so they must be 
controlled. On the other 
hand, this country must main 
tain the illusion that every 
one, regardless of race, creed 
or religion, can ascend to the 
highest class of them all 
"the elite" the upper

if they (the people)
____  for it. Too many
people are a direct threat to 
that illusion because in this 
society someone has to be 
poor and the affluent aren't 
making w im  at the top.

In order not to have to 
share the pie of America 
with the growing masses 
which are straining the limits

class,
work

of capitalism, the poor aie 
reduced by manipulation of 
their growth and big brother 
grows steadily. We should 
oppose economical restric­
tions on life for the poor who 
are not able to afford off 
spring; neither do they con 
trol their means of employ 
ment and therefore those 
who control employment 
(capitalist corporations) can 
also control life in its basic 
form. Check out the issue 
and determine who profits 
from it.

It has been said that the 
masses of the people are the 
leeches of society. Living off 
the wealthy, sucking them 
dry. But sterilization points 
out the true nature of the 
real vampire that eases its 
way close to its victim by 
offering them eternal life in 
the future in exchange for a 
little sacrifice now. The 
people should see through all 
the schemes used to divide 
and control even in their 
future working classes . . .  
soon we'll be bred just for 
labor!

'Namtambu'
Flovd Cruse

income neighborhoods to 
further integration. Other 
wise, Blacks and whiles ex 
pressed very much the same 
attitudes towards social prob 
lems, institutions, and what 
ought to be the priorities of 
government.

What has been written 
here is in no way meant to 
minimize the awful spiritual 
and psychological toll which 
prejudice exacts from our 
society. Nor is it my inten 
tion to deny that racist at 
titudes can and certainly do 
determine the policies of gov 
ernment and the functioning 
of institutions.

But the answer to Ameri 
ca's racial problems is econo 
mic and political. not psy­
chological. Blacks recognize 
this. The challenge, there 
fore, is to drive the point 
home, as emphatically and 
often as possible, to all 
Americans who are con 
cerned about inequality.

If we have learned any 
thing from recent experience, 
it is that social myths can 
infect the entire political 
system. As long as racism 
was the principle enemy, 
concerted, interracial political 
action was impossible. And 
to the degree that the nation 
turned inward, the more 
likely it was to believe that 
"government programs make 
any difference."

We would be much better 
off today if we had attacked 
the basic social problems 
about which the majority of 
Americans are concerned. 
For in the mobilization of a 
coalition of the majority of 
Americans who need social 
change lies the solution to 
polarization and hate. And 
in the resolution of these 
problems lies the ultimate 
answer to racism.
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