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WE SEE THE WORLD

EDITORIAL FOCUS

Portland schools
fail Black students

Almost ten years ago the Portland School L
began its “Model School compensa
tory education. The Black community had called
for desegregation, but
way out blaming the
the majority Black schools on social

The Model Schools project involved the use of
federal funds to bring the resources of the Albina
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schools more in line with those of the rema
the district.
field trips were provided
through the busing out of a few children. Teachers
were paid an extra $1,000 per year “"combat pay
pn the theory that this would make
leachers want to teach in the Model Schools

Yet, nearly years Model Schools
remain at the bottom of the achievement
fact, in the last five years the schools have de
teriorated as compared to the district averages

It used to be said that Black
fearn because they were Black. Now it is because
of social class. All the schools are classified ac
cording to socio-economic data and the childrens
echievement measured against that data
Black schools in the lower end of the socio
economic school considered to
achievement because of inadequacies in the home
or community. No explanation is made why Black
schools in poor areas Boise and King do
less well white areqs
Buchman and Brooklyn.

We believe the community and the parents have
been blamed too long for the inadequacies of the
public school system. Research has demonstratec
that the teacher is the prime factor. When the
teacher believes the child can learn, he will learn
When the teacher has low expectations of the child
and little respect for his family and neighborhood
he will no* learn. Another important factor is
expectation. Research has also shown that Black
students and their families have higher expecta-
tions from education and higher goals than do
their white counterparts.

Yet something happens in
starry-eyed first grader, who comes to school to
learn to read, is destroyed by the time he reaches
the fourth or fifth grade. Test scores show a steady
decline in relative achievement as the child grows
older. We don’t believe the deciding factor is the
community, or even the home, for every parent, no
matter how poor or depraved, wants an education
for his child. Principal McRae of Boise Elementary
said the Boise parents are more cooperative than
in any school where he hos been assigned --
yet he thinks the parents must be blamed for the
schools lack of achievement

The time has come for the Portland Public
Schools to get down to the business of educating
Black children
.
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Black leaders:
The silent majority

he NAACP the Oregon Black

the Urban League
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tind they are in need ot legal

must turn to the American Civil Liberties Unior
yet the NAACP has the longest and most successtu
record in civil rights law

Where were these organizations when the Home
Town Plan was being written or the redevelopment
Avenue planned. Where were they when

of Union

Albina was divided among four political districts?
VW they stand by and allow the s« hools ot Albir a
to be closed? Do they no longer believe that they
should be involved in every decision that effects

the Black people of Oregon?

A".T-.' these organizations so I1nvoived n mam
taining their prestige that they have forgotten their
purpose? Are their leaders out of touch with the

community?

Are they so intimidated by differences of opinion
that they have withdrawn from the batle? Or do
they think f has been won?
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Nation neglects Vets

We have

one for the nation

iust celebrated two Veteran’s Days

and another for the state Ir

the confusion about when to celebrate and who
had what day off, we seem to have torgotten the
veterans these days were meant to honor

We have honored our Vietnam veterans with
ynemployment nadequate health care, discrimi
nation and poverty. The Prisoners of War were

welcomed home as heroes, but the remainder of
the veterans came home quietly and without fan
The the and
were hardly noticed as they slipped onto
They
were stigmatized as dope addicts and as unfor-
better

fare veterans, including sick
wounded

the welfare rolls and into food stamp lines

tunate participants in an unpopular war
fqrqg"rr_v There was no heroic homecoming like
that enjoyed by the veterans of other wars

This attitude pervades American society and the
the
assistance to them has been skimpy, medical care
They

are unable to find jobs, the government subsidy for

veterans remain unseen men Government

inadequate, counseling almost non-existent

students is unrealistic

All of these factors are multiplied when applied

to the minority veteran. He is less apt to have had

training prior to his entering the service: he is

discriminated against by employers and unions; he
s less likely to know how to manipulate agencies
It is

what

to obtain what few benefits there are for him

no wonder that these men wonder

young

they fought for in Vietnam and what “democracy””

means to them
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war and put the blame where it really belongs
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on the President and on Congress They need to

demand that the governmer t imrr s_srj-r;ugl,/ prowde

for the Vietnam veterans in the way it has pro

vided for its veterans in the past and work to

remove the aura f_;f outcast Thfji it has p:)t vpon its

Vietnam veterans
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Best Waishes

Dear Mr. Herderson

l'hank you for your [ine
coverage of my promotion to
Social Planner in the Human
Resources Bureau and, n
addition, for the wonderiul

ob the Portland Observer 1s

doing 1n assisting individuals
n obtaining employment, not
only the eity structure and its
agencies, but in all facets ol
emplovment

I am deeply grateful and
fully realize that, in a broad

r< would nol

Port

wav, | and othe

be where we are 1l the

land Observer were not there
You and vour stall deserve to
be congratulated for the three
vears of hard work it has
taken to keep not only the
Albina area informed on cur
rent

and sometimes unpopu

lar issues and subjeets, but
the general public as well
Again, may | thank vou
and wish the Observer a long
e It is a much needed
additional serviee to people

sSincerely yours,
Fave LyDay

social Planner

Regional government
can include Blacks

Blacks in eentral cities can
make regional councils and
regional gover nents wWork
Lor them by gelting 1n on Lhe
ground HooOr as CW organiza
tions lorm and by pressir

already-establishea st

tures to deal with issues
mp wnt to the Black co
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Blacks are press ' 1
egiona arramge ment hat
W i satisly fthear eeids
Blacks on a con ssion that
€ currently preparing i
charter for consolidation be

tween the it
which 1s more than one
flack, and the largely
Durham Cousty have refused
to endorse the

proposed

merger unless a strong anti

disecrimination section 1S In
cluded in the charter

T'he booklet, titled Re-
gionalism and Minority Par
ticipation, explains the back
ground of regionalism; ex
plains the w%arious lorms it
has taken; examines in t]t-;-[h

the example! of Durham, and

offers suggestions for leaders
of Black and other minority
communities who must deal

with regionalism

Among the suggestions

are

1. Help formulate the
changes

2. Look at benefits and
losses In an attempt to
convince a community ol the

merits of reorganization, ad
vocates of change often say
what they think the
wants I'l».!a-mj ol
being distracted by the rhe

public
to hear
toric, mir communities
should try to
benefits or losses will acerue
3. Make a list of
that a re

ority
assess what
Com
munity
gional structure should deal
with, and try
sure so that

them
encourage suburban areas to

probliems

to apply
deal with
Regional bodies should

pres

t will

share problems, such as the
need for low-cost
1. Be

types ol

hlili\]l'uf
that
organiza

aware some
regional

tions offer greater possibili

ties lor minority representa
tion than others

5. Form eoalitions with
other groups with similar
goals, even though their mo

different. Thus,
a pro-regionalism effort could
find from
businessmen, or an

Lives may hw
allies downtown
anti-re
gionalism tance could be
-u|1||-}rfl-ii by some suburban
interests
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and
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French and English farm
ers inserted pieces of their
Yule log in their plows to

tan Applied Re
search Center t 15 lunded
other or

s ind tex exempl

*BLACKS RETICENCE TO SEIZE THE INITIATIVE TO ORGAMZE THEIR
COMMUNITIES® SAID DOUGLAS G, GLASGOW, DEAN OF HOWARD
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK, 1S A MAJOR FACTOR AND
AN IMPORTANT FACTOR CONTRIBUTING TO OUR COMMUNITIES ™
UNDEVELOPED STATUS”

POLITICAN
BUSINESS MAN
POCTORS
LAWYERS

ARTISTS

TEACHERS
MINISTERS
WORKERS |
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

SOCIAL WORKERS

FRATERNAL GROUPS
FINANCE
COMPUTER SCIENCE

INSTITUTION ADMINISTRATION

ENGINEERING

PLANNING

ARCHITECTURE
BLACK PRESS
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The Black community has the tools to do the job

Now appearing in

LADY SINGS THE BLUES

tost in the Stars was made

Clara Peoples

in the Stars”

in Oregon with citizens from the
Portland community including

LOSIT

I~

jrock Peters, Paulene Myers and Lee Henderson in

THANKSGIVING
BENEFIT FOR COMMUNITY CARE ASSOC.

Call 288-8321

THE STARS

‘Laost

PAULENE MYERS  ove wowan orsuarasron o

THE

(WORLD

OF MY

AMERICA

NOVEMBER 17th

7:30

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
1126 SW PARK

Reception Following

$2.50 donation

until

MARATHON

Featuring
local professional

and
amature talent

Cascade College
November 16th 4:30

?

ROY J
guest MC

Name

City

You can contribute to Community Care
when you purchase your subscription to

the PORTLAND OBSERVER
Your subscription on this coupon will put $1.00
in Community Care’s Special Thankgiving and
Christmas Benefit Fund

Address

State

Zip ecscseeee

$5.25 in Tri-County Area and Armed Services
$6.00 Other Areas of the U §
$6.25 Canada and Mexico

PORTLAND OBSERVER
P.0. Box 3137
Portland, Oregon 97208

make the crops thrive,




